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urricane heroes 
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‘HMS Nottingham Il’ raring to go 


HMS NOTTINGHAM man- 
aged a passable imitation 
of a submarine during a 
High Seas Firing. 

The seas were actually not that 
high during the Sea Dart mis, 
shoot in the South West Approaches, 
but the Type 42 destroyer 
odd heavy wave — goffers, in Naval 
parlance — and ploughed in deep 





while she was racing along at 30 
knots. 

‘These pictures, taken by LA(PHOT) 
Ray Jones, of FRPU West at Devonport, 
suggest that the warship, which nearly 
sank after striking Wolf Rock off Lord 


tion. 
suc- 





Training (BOST), Logistics Officer Lt Cdr 
Gillian Russell said: “We are now off to the 
Joint Maritime Course in Scotland, and that 


will be the last tick in the box before we 
deploy for three months in January. 

“We are completely up and running again 
and raring to go. And we are the most modern 
‘Type 42 in the Fleet.” 

‘There is just a handful of sailors on board 
now who were serving in Nottingham "before 
the rock’, but the ship's company, under 
Commanding Officer Cdr Steve Holt, has a 
positive attitude 

“We like to think of ourselves as HMS 

tingham I~ we are the new, improved 
Nottingham, better than ever,” said Lt Cdr 
Russell 
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_ Trafalgar 


2005 


confide in you that 

G your deeds will make 
the sea rise again in 
the hearts and souls 
of all. 


Thus did Nelson (aka actor Alex 
Naylor, sce also opposite) address 
the guests at a special 247th birth- 
day party thrown for him in the 
Naval Board Room, Somerset 
House on September 29 

He was exhorting them all to do 
their utmost in promoti 
ScaBritain 2005, a nationwide cele- 
bration of Britain’s relationship 
with the sea that will coincide next 
year with « programme of events 
marking the bicentenary of his 
famous victory at Trafal a 
decisive action that est J the 
UK's maritime supremacy for over 
4 century and enabled the phe 
nomenal growth of the country’s 
trade and industry in the same 


























z Nelson expert Dr Colin 
White (see also opposite) remind- 
ed the party guests that the Navy 
Board Room, where the business 
side of the Senior Service was con- 
ducted, was very well known to 
Nelsor 

“He came here many times in 
his life — especially in September 














1805 where he came to consult 















CONVENOR of High- 
jane couse pals 

ison Maree a ir 
Francis Keith, chair- 
man of the Council's 
Sutherland committee, 
met members of the 
ship’s company of 
HMS Sutherland as the 
Type 23 frigate was 
panied the Freedom of 
er namesake High- 
land region at a special 
ceremony in the pic- 
turesque town of 
Dornoch. 


829 is back 
in business 


829 Naval Air Squadron recom- 
missioned on Trafalgar Day. 

The fifth and last of the 
planned Front Line Merlin heli- 
copter squadrons will parent 
six flights for Type 23 frigates 
and a headquarters flight to 
provide continuation and engi- 
neering support. 








‘In Sea Affairs . . . nothing is impossible’ — Vice Admiral Lord Nelson 


Gearing up for 
bicentenary year 


members of the Board on his plans 
to bring the —_ combined 
French/Spanish fleet to battle,” 
said Colin 

Ironically, on his 46th birthday 
Nelson had written to his mistress 
Emma Hamilton hoping for a few 
years’ ‘peace and quietness’. He 
didn’t get them 

Colin is Chairman of the Official 
Nelson Commemorations Comm- 
ittee, which is co-ordinating a 
frafalgar Festival, 
and diversity of 
events marking the bicentenary 
reminds us of the great significance 
of Tra as a defining moment 
in Britain's history, as well as the 
leadership, heroism and courage 
demonstrated by Nelson and his 
capt he sai 

ublic interest in the story of 
Nelson is high and the events 
planned for the bicentenary will 
Provide opportunities for even 
body to learn more about an 
enduring hero. 

‘The ‘Trafalgar Festival is the 
inspiration for the SeaBritain 2005 
celebrations, and my committee 
has been delighted to bring its 
events under the SeaBritain 2005 
banner.” 

Chairman of SeaBritain 2005 
David Quarmby said: “For the past 

r we have been creating enthu- 
jasm across the country for this 
exceptional celebration of the sea. 

We have been overwhelmed at 
the response from so many organi- 
sations which have taken the con- 
cept from us to create excitement 
within their communitic 
Britain 2005 is a truly 
jonwide celebration, with 
events ranging in size from small 
local community walks to lan 
scale international festivals. It will 
encourage people to spend time by 
the water, hire a boat, visit a his- 
toric ship or one of Britain's many 























































SLIPPAGE of £3 billion and nine months on major 
defence projects during a single year was a poor per- 
J new equipment at the front 
he Committee of Public Accounts reported last 


forma 
line, 
month. 

Chairman Edward 


ce which de: 

















tic programmes, accordi 


igh urged the MOD to prop- In 
erly apply the sound principles of ‘Smart Acquisition’. 

The Astute submarine programme was singled out 
ample where the MOD and industry made 
poor decisions and committed themselves to unrealis- 
to the Committee's 43rd 


maritime museums or simply enjoy 
waterside pubs and seafood restau: 
rants. 

“Our event planner at 
www.seabritain2005.com _is 
already packed with over 200 
events before we have even begun 
to promote SeaBritain 2005 to the 
general public.” 

Leading the Navy's pro 
as director general of Traf 
was Rear Admiral James Rapp 
who spoke of Nelson as an “inter- 
national icon” 

Among the confirmed Trafalgar 
Festival events are: 

@ Throughout 2005 - 
Trafalgar Woods Project 

A programme by the Woodland 
Trust of planting 27 
throughout Britain, ca 
fter one of the British ships at 
frafalgar. 

@ June 28 — International 
Fleet Review 

At Portsmouth with vessels 
from 40 navies and many other 
craft including merchant ships and 
some of the world’s finest 
ships. Also a Son et Lumiere f 
turing a theatrical illustration of a 
Napoleonic era sea battle using tall 
ships, pyrotechnics, music, scre 
and radio broadcasts culminat 
in a massive firework display 
illumination of the Fleet. 

@ June 29 — International 
drumhead ceremony 

On Southsea Common with vet- 
rans from many nations and con- 
flicts invited to remember the fall- 
en 

@ June 30-July 3 — 
International Festival of the 
Sea 
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At Portsmouth, a 12-hours-per- 
day programme of music, crafts, 
arts, promenade theatre, historical 
re-enactment, strect_ performers, 
water activities, exhibitions etc 
with a Trafalgar theme and featur 














agrecing long 








's Armed 
vailable 
ails to fol 


ing displays by to 
Forces. Discounts will be 
to Service personnel; d 
low 

@ July-September — 
Nelson Tour 

An educational tour of British 

ports by a replica of HM Schooner 
Pickle, which orig arried the 
news of Nelson's death back to 
Britain. Pickle will carry a te 
actor-interpreters playing Nelson 
and his entourage. 





The 

















Nelson & Napoléon 

The historical exhibition of the 
year and the first to explore togeth- 
er the lives of two dominant lead- 
ers and adversaries, at the Natic 
Maritime Muscum, Greenwich. 

@ July 13-15 — Europe at War 
Phe Trafalgar Campaign in con- 
text, a three-day international con- 
ference in Greenwich and centr 
London, looking at the political, 
social and cultural context of 
Trafalg: well as the military 
and naval events. 

© August 4-September 11 - 
The New Trafalgar Dispatch 

A recreation of the voyage of 
Pickle from Cape Trafalgar to 
Falmouth in 1805 and the subse- 
quent drive by post chaise to 
London to deliver the news of the 
British victory and Nelson's 
death. The route will be identi- 
fied and marked permanently as 
the Trafalgar Wa \d_ public 
events are being organised along 
it. 

@ September 16 - The 
Thames Nelson Flotilla 

A recreation of Nelson's 
waterborne funeral procession 
from Greenwich to Whitehall, 
assembling the largest flotilla on 
the Thames in modern times, 
including traditional Thames 
craft, Dunkirk Litthe Ships. 
barges and HMS Victory’s cutter. 










































oor performance’ 


report of the current Session. 
others, the Astute programme highlighted 

erm fixed price contracts covering 
both development and production for complex 





|, among 
that 





defence equipment programmes was not workable. 


agri 





vide a financi 
and performan 








sion of success, 


g future programmes both 
should define commercial 





estimates, without setting tar 
which are easy to beat and so provide 3 


artis 
ments which pro- 
¢ to improve on cost, t 











false impres- 


@ October 13-16 - The 
Trafalgar Heroes 
An international weekend of 





events to honour all those who 
fought on both sides, to include a 
conference, concert, civic events and 
an ecumenical service at Portsmouth 
Cathedral 

@ October 21-23 - 
Trafalgar Weekend 

Organised throughout the UK 
and Channel Islands will be the 
national and international focal point 
of the Trafalgar Festival, Launched at 
the House of Commons. Tel Bruno 
Peck on 07768 350804 for details. 





The 
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© October 22 — Royal Albert 
Hall Trafalgar Night 

A musical celebration of the sea 
and commemoration. 

@ October 23 - Trafalgar 
Square 

The Royal Navy, in conjunction 
with the Sea Cadet Association, 
stages a special programme of 
events. 

© October 23 - St Paul's 
Cathedral 

The Royal Navy's Tra 


























programme concludes with a spe- 
cial service to commemorate 
Nelson at St Paul's, where he is 
buried 


Among the many organisations 
operating SeaBritain 2005 and stag. 
ing events are the National 
Maritime Museum, VisitBritain. 
National ‘Trust, Royal Yachting 
Association, ‘British Marine 
Federation, SeaVision UK, Trinity 
House and a large number of other 
national and local organisations, 
with the support of the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport 
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FIGUREHEADS 





LOST: HMS BOSCAWEN 


THE ORIGINAL figurehead from HMS Boscawen was lost 


during the earl 


1980s. Today, in the grounds of the 


Wellesley Nautical School at Blyth, Northumberland, 


stands a full-size, 7ft replica carved 


by local sculptress 


Jane Bransby, a graduate of the Newcastle University Fine 


Arts Department. 


The figurehead depicted Admiral the Hon Edward 
Boscawen (1711-61), victor of the Battle of Lagos in 1759. 


It was carved for the 74 gun Third Rate ves: 


built to the 


Symonds design to carry a crew of 620 men and launched 
at the Royal Woolwich Dockyard on April 3, 1844. 

She had been on the slip for almost 18 years and after 
considerable alterations during construction was to 
become one of the last line of battle ships used by the 


Royal Navy. 


fter serving as Flagship of Sir R. W. Grey on the West 
African station, she was to see action in the Baltic in 1854 
before returning to England the following year. She was 
paid out of commission in 1860. 

Boscawen, like many well-built vessels at this time, was 
taken into the service of the Royal Naval Reserve, first as 
a drill ship at Southampton. She moved to the North East 
in 1874, renamed Wellesley after Richard Colley Wellesley, 
elder brother of the Duke of Wellington, and as the 


Wellesley traini 
Corporation Fish 


establishment was moored off the 
jay at North Shields. 


This was a role she would retain until just before the out- 
break of World War I. On March 11, 1914 she was burned to 
a hulk in a fire believed to have started in the drying room. 


Boy indergoii 
cue ui join, 


training were transferred to HMS 


te in the adjoining berth and in 1919 the school was 
transferred to its new site in Blyth. 
The image of Admiral Boscawen survived the fire and 
was transferred to the RN Barracks at Blyth, first erected 
over the entrance and later moved to a small garden in the 


grounds. Nothing of the original c 


ving has survived. 
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NELSON SAYS IT WITH FLOWERS! 


LORD NELSON — aka actor Alex Naylor — and Lady Hamilton (Finni Golden) helped the Lord 
Mayor and the Dean of Portsmouth start planting of 100,000 crocuses on the city's Cathedral 
Green — the ‘crocus carpet’ tribute to the 200th anniversary of Trafalgar. 

The blue and white crocuses were planted in a nautical design on Trafalgar Day (October 21) 
with a large ‘HMS Victory’ anchor and will flower in the spring. 

The corms have been paid for by members of the public — many with naval connections includ- 
ing the great great granddaughter of Admiral Garrett and Capt Clavell, both present at Trafalgar. 

Children from local schools and volunteer diggers from the community helped with the plant- 


‘Admiral Nelson told them: “The Napoleonic wars were the first genuine world wars and shaped 


the future of Europe — but this bicentenary is not a celebration of military victory, but a chance to 
commemorate all who took part regardless of nationality.” 


On campaign 


with Horatio: 
Our man on 


N OUR last issue we 

reported on the 

remarkable discovery 

of new Nelson materi- 

al made by Dr Colin 
White of the National 
Maritime and Royal Naval 
Museums, 

In archives all over the 
world, he has located ove 
1,000 hitherto unpublished let 
ters written by Nelso 

These include & large numbe 
penned during the great naval 
1805 that culminated 
jattle of Trafalgar 
Colin will be publishing 

















results of his findings in two imp 
tant books next year ~ Ne The 
New Letters and Nelson: The 
Admiral (which is being published 








in association with the Royal Navy 
and with # foreword by the First 
Sea Lord), 

To 





‘k the 200th anniversary 
© 1805 campaign, he has 
agreed to write a series of article 
for Navy News = with a son 
unusual slant to them, 
explains: 








There can be few people in 
Britain ~ and certainly few in the 
Royal Navy = who do not know at 
least a little about the Battle of 





ed event. It was the culmination of 
of the largest-seale naval 
igns ever fought in the A 
ail, Involving the fleets of Br 
France and Spain, amountin 
total to well over 100 battleships, it 
lasted eight months and covered a 
rom the Channel in the 
north to the Mediterranean in the 
south. At one point, it even extend- 
ed to the West Indies. 

“This part of the story is much 



















country-wide 
arranged 
summer and 
autumn to mark the bicente 
the battle (sce opposite). Fe 
the Royal Navy's own ambitious 





nme and 
ival will 





for it still has many lesson: 





us. It is ac 






the use of se 

Much new 
1805 campaigr 
recently, in particular as a result of 
The Nelson Letters Project, spon 
sored by the National Maritime 
and Royal Navy Museums. 


“For example, Nelson's 
operational orders to his 
captains have been located 
and they enable us, as it 
were, to watch over his 
shoulder as he handles his 
fleet. 


“All this new material is going to 
be made available in various ways 
next year — books, radio and TV 
programmes and, between July and 
November, a blockbuster exhibition 
at the National Maritime Museum, 
Ison & Nap that will include 
OF Section on this story 
However, when Navy News 
invited me to write some special 
articles to mark the bicentenary, 
realised that this offered a splendid 
opportunity to use the material to 
bring the campaign alive in a new 
al way 
for the next nine months, I 
ing to become a Navy News 
r to use the 
modern term) on board Nelson's 
great flagship HMS Victory and [ 
will send back monthly reports 
about the campaign as it unfolds. 
“The content of my reports, and 
the stories that they tell, will be 


























Money-saving Fleet 
Headquarters opened 


AS NAVY News went to press, the 
Princess Royal was due to official 
ly open the new Fleet 
Headquarters at Whale Island. 
The Henry Leach Building takes 
its name from the former First Sea 





the Falklands Conflict in 1982 

Sir Henry was also due to a 
the ceremony in Portsmouth 
Princess Anne. 
since Nelson’s victory at Tra 

The five-storey building, facing 
Portsmouth Harbour, has been 
occupied by staff since the summer. 














It has been designed in an open- 
plan format, and brings together 
staff formerly scattered through- 
‘out several buildi 

The complex, which is part of 
the Fleet First initiative, has cost 
£20 million to build and fit out. 

However, as Fleet First has 
saved £10 million annually since 
2002 the building has in effect paid 
for itself, and will continue to save 
money 

The former Fleet headquarters 
were at Northwood in Middlesex. 























emporary 
s own letters 
letter 








words, in the January 2 
you will read about the events that 
occurred in January 1805, 

We will discover that Nelson 
and his staff thought they were on 
the eve of a decisive battle on at 
least three occasions before 
October 21. We shall also sce how 
big a part chance — and sometimes 
downright bad luck = played in the 
story 

Above all, we will discover that 
it only Nelson and the men 
who ht with him at Trafalgar 
who stopped Napoleon's ambitious 
plans to invade Britain. Other 


5 edi 
edition, 
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admirals, and other fleets, played 
vital roles as well 


shortly to join the Victory at Mediterrar 











an and 1 will send 
Nelson's secret forward base some- back my first report in time for the 
where inthe ~—— western. December edition 


ird watching 


HMS LEEDS CASTLE’s final patrol to one of Britain's 
remotest territories, the Antarctic oasis of South 
Georgia, was carried out in near perfect Austral Spring 
weather. 

Onboard for the ten cay pach, along with stores and mail 
for the British Antarctic Survey team at King Edward Point, 
was a detachment from the Falkland Island Roulement 
Infantry Company (Royal Gloucester Berkshire 
Worcestershire Regiment), the South Georgia Assistant 
Operations Officer and military and civilian guests. 

On arrival, while the soldiers conducted a 24-hour shore 
patrol around King Edward Cove, the ship's company visited 
Sir Ernest Shackleton’s grave, Grytviken Church and the 
Whaling Museum run by Tim and Pauline Carr. 

Much to the couple's delight, Leeds Castle maintained her 
reputation for high spending in the gift shop, nearly doubling 
the previous record as Christmas presents were purchased at 
a frenetic rate. 

Receptions were held both onboard and ashore to mark 
Leeds Castle's final visit, before a BAS team and supplies 
were landed at St Andrews Bay, site of the world’s largest King 
Penguin colony. 

Accompanied by scientific staff, a close look at the 
Nordenskjold Glacier and a patrol of Stromness Bay including 
the Husvik disused whaling station rounded off a memorable 
few days in South Georgia before the 24-year-old offshore 
patrol vessel returned to Mare Harbour, East Falkland for a 
short period to prepare for her 8,500 mile voyage home 

She is due back in Portsmouth on November 8 after a four 
year sojourn in the far south. 


© BIRD WATCHER: HMS Leeds Castle at St Andrews Bay, 
South Georgia, home to the world’s biggest King Penguin 
lony. 
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Navy diver St Albans celebrates with Maltese 


saves life 
of Canadian 
submariner 


A ROYAL Navy diver is being feted 
as a here ada after saving the 
life of a sailor trapped against the 
hull en submarine in an 
Atlantic 
HMCS Chicoutimi — formerly 
HMS Upholder — had been crippled 
by fire as she sailed from F: 
Scotland to Nova Scotia in 
And as she was pounded by 25ft 
waves, Type 23. frigate HMS 
Montrose raced to the spot. 






















Before — sailing, — Montrose’s 
xecutive Officer, Lt Cdr "Doc* 
¢ ~ a clearance diver ~ coi 





the Commanding Officer of 
ther Diving Group (NDG), 
Lt Cdr John La requesting two 
strong swimmers in case help was 
Jed getting a tow line across, 

LD Garth Spence, who had only 
rejoined NDG the previous day, and 
D1 Topsy Tumer went along, and 
spent some time in Montrose’s boat 
as safety divers, while sailors were 

in 
eas — trips which demanded a 
high degree of skill from Montrose’s 
boat crews. 

‘One Canadian sailor, tethered by a 
3-metre safety line, slipped from the 
casing and his foot became trapped 
in a vent on the hull 

As the Chicoutimi rolled heavily, 
the sailor was dragged underwater 
for long periods ~ until LD Spence 
jumped into the sea and swam to cut 



























him | nd pull him clear 
The fire had already claimed one 
life ~ a Canadian officer died after 





inhaling smoke while firefighting on 
the boat 100 miles west of Ireland. 

Lt Chris Saunders and two injured 
colleagues had been airlifted by a 
Royal Navy seare 
copter from H} 

But the officer died before hospi 
tal taf at Sligo could help hi 

It was not until two days after the 
boat's CO sent a distress call that the 
ther eased enough for a line to be 
passed from a tug, so that the boat 
could return to lane, 

By that time HMS Montrose had 
been joined by HMS Marlborough 
and RFAs Wave Knight and Argus. 
offering some respite for crewmen in 
the form of hot food and showers. 

A Board of Inquiry has been set 
and one of the first results was 
porary withdrawal from ser 
MW Chicoutimi’s three sisters. 
ly-powered 
e built for the Royal 





























vice 
The four convention 





submarines we 





Navy and launched between 1986 
and 1991, but were laid up in 1994 
at the end of the Cold War, and sold 


10€ in 1998, 

Chicoutimi was the last of the 
boats to be rated’ by BAE 
Systems to Canadian specifications. 











HMS ST ALBANS made a swift 
return to Malta to take part in cele. 
brations to mark the 40th anniver- 
sary of the island’s independence 

The Type 23 frigate had visited 
Malta in May while returning from 
deployment cast of Suez. 

But this time she had a central 
c, hosting a reception on Malta's 
National Day which was attended 
by 140 guests, including the 
Princess Royal, the President and 
Prime Minister of Malta, ambas 
sadors and the commanding offi 
cers of three visiting warships. 











‘The event ended with 
the Royal Marines Band 

The ship was open to visitors for 
two days, and six of her officers 
visited the Russian cruiser Moskva. 

Cdr Mark Knibbs, St Albans" 
CO, said: “We were honoured to be 
part of the celebrations and for our 
ship to be afforded such a promi 
nent position in the Grand Harbour 
at such an auspicious time.” 


@ HMS St Albans in the 


Grand Harbour, lying astern 
of Russian cruiser Moskva 


beat from 








RN takes 
of Middle 





@ A Predator patrol boat of the Iraqi Coastal Defence Force pre- 
pares to sail for its first patrol from the port of Umm Qasr 


lraqi patrol force 
is up and running 


THE IRAQI Coastal Defence 
Force (ICDF) has been officially 
launched at the port of Umm 
Qasr in the south of the coun- 


‘The launch ceremony includ- 
ed a sail-past by the ICDF fleet 
and the salute of a dais of VIPs 
before the boats headed out to 
sea. 

The Force was formed in 
January this year and trained 
by a combined Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines team, along with 
personnel from the Australian, 
American and Dutch navies. 

The fledgling fleet consists 
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of five 27-metre Chinese-built 
Predators, eight rigid inflatable 
boats (RIBs) and a further 25 
RIBS and FABs (fast aluminium 
boats) donated by the United 
Arab Emirates. 

The recruits have been 
schooled in a range of mar- 
itime tasks, including seaman- 
ship, mariner skills, firefighting, 
gunnery and boarding opera- 
tions. 

The Force started operations 
on October 1, when it assumed 
responsibility for the protec- 
tion of Iraq's coastal waters, 
including patrots on the Khawr 
abd Allah waterway, and the 
Protection of offshore oil 
installations and the port of 
Umm Qasr itself. 

At the ceremony, attended 
by senior Iraqi military officers 
as well as guests from Allied 
naval commands, ICDF 
Commander Capt Ballasm, 
thanked the coalition for its 
help in establishing the Force. 


Frigate on trial 


Type 23 frigate HMS Westminster 
was due back in Portsmouth after 
emerging from refit as Navy News 
went to press. 

But her stay will be brief ~ she now 
has sea trials before being accepted 
back into service in December and 
rededicated in January. 

Navy News will be following her 
progress from refit to deployment 
over the next few months. 


First for tanker 


RFA Oakleaf, the largest ship at sea 
with the Naval Service, has become 
the first tanker to lie alongside the 
new bunker berth at Portland's Inner 
Breakwater. 

The berth, which can take vessels 
of 13 metres draft at any state of the 
tide, was built for Portland Bunkers 
International Lid, and has been in 











ommantd 
East fleet 


A ROYAL Navy officer has 
assumed command of the 
multinational task force 
which is patrolling the Gulf. 

‘Ata change of command cere: 
mony in Bahrain on board F 
Compte de Grasse, Commodore 
Tom Cunningham, took over the 
reins of Task Force 150 (TF 150) 
from Rear Admiral Jean Pierre 
Tuele of the French Navy. 

‘The CTF 150 staff will be based 
ashore in Bahrain, but at sea the 
Royal Navy is represented by Type 
22 frigate HMS Campbeltown, 
Which recently took over from sister 
ship HMS Cumberland 

Type 23 frigate HMS Somerset is 
also in the area, deployed in the Gulf 
as part of Operation Telic. 

For the past two years, ships of up 
to 12 nations have patrolled an area 
of more than two million square 
miles, including the Red Sea, the 
Gulf of Aden, the Hom of Africa and 

sin. 
Force's main role is to 
conduct patrols to monitor and check 
shipping in the region. preventing 
the illegal movement of weaponry 
oil, goods and peopic 
onal waters of the 






























Gulf region 


The force currently consists of 
ships from France, Italy, Germany 
Pakistan, the UK and the USA. 

Commodore Cunningha 
“It is a great honour for me 

mmand of this highly-capable and 
truly multinational task force and to 
carry on the good work of our Preach 
1 HMS Cumberland has retumed to 
Devonport after a six-month deploy 





said. 
t 


















ment that took her east of Suez 

The Type 22 frigate visited eight 
countries and spent 127 days at sea, 
operating with ships from ten nations. 

She also worked with the Indian 
Navy at Mumbai, formerly Bombay 

‘Commanding Officer Capt Russell 
Best said: “Cumberland can be ju 
ably proud of the hard work and out- 
standing results achieved in our con. 
tinuing commitment to the region, 

The variety of tasks we have 

undertaken, for which we have 
received much praise from our allies, 
combined with efforts at maintaining 
peace and stability, bear testimony to 
the high level of training and the 
commitment. provided by our men 
and women.” 


Severn d 
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Sandown 
bows out 
of service 


BOWING out after 15 
minehunter. HMS Sandown was 
greeted by fine au skies as she 
made her final entry to Portsmouth 
under the White Ensign. 

Flying a decommissioning pen 

. Sandown was brought in by 
Commanding Officer Lt Cdr Jonathan 
Cooke, rounding off a busy 2004. 

The ship's most n aillenge 
was a four-month stint in US waters 
with three sister minchunters for 
exercises with Allied nations. 

It was the first transatlantic 
deployment by British minchunters 
in eight years, and after avoiding ice- 
bergs in fog on the way out, the 
squadron was battered by a ferocious 
storm on the way back home in July 

Sandown also joined a publ 
drive when she visited Gr 
puth for a maritime festival 
Children were invited to tour the 
ship and there w: tion on 
the RN and Ro 





irs service, 












































as Navy News went to press, is one 
of three ships of her class to be paid 
off under the Navy's 2004 shake-up, 
along with HM ships Bridport and 
Inverness 


Clean sweep 


HMS Shoreham 
gto clear up some of 
the detritus of conflict during her 
autumn deployment to the Baltic 
The Sandown-class warship, part 
of NATO's MCM Force North, spent 
11 days with allied navies under the 
direction of the German Navy, 
sweeping the shores of Lithuania of 
mines and ordnance dumped during 
World War I and the Cold Wat 














rops in on 


her affiliated city 


FISHERY patrol ship HMS Severn 

dropped in on her affiliated city for 

the third time in her brief carce 

The ship berthed in the South 
of Newport in 





dignitaries for offi 
cial receptions 

The Lord Mayor responded with a 
formal dinner for ten sailors and the 

amanding Officer 

‘adets of TS Resolute and TS 
Twmbarlum were given tours of the 
vessel, among other local groups 
affiliated to the River-class. ship. 

Highlight of the visit was a civic 
rade through the streets of 
Newport to St Wollos Cathedral 
















@ Caspar and L/Cpl Craig Tait take a dip (above) 
and are joined by members of the ship's company 


of HMS Richmond (right) 


accompanied by 104 Regiment RA, 
based in the city’s Raglan Barracks. 
‘We are very fortunate indeed 10 
close and dynamic 









feel very wel 
said CO Lt Cdr Johnay Le: 

‘What has been most pleasing has 
been the degree of interaction with 
the community I levels, but 
especially ups, some 
whom have been exposed 
Royal Navy for the first time. 

After her spell in 
conducted weapon training before 
resuming fishery protection dut 
which will continue until Christ 








Hands (and paws) to bathe 


HAVING charged across the Caribbean saving lives and 
restoring order after a series of hurricanes (see page 
36), HMS Richmond has been able to settle back into the 
more normal routine of patrols and port visits. 


Rock 


it was captured by the British in 1802 and provid- 
ed with guns to attack enemy ships approaching the 
island, earning the H} 





IS title in recognition of its mar- 





itime warfare capability 
On sailing, a mass ‘Hands to Bathe" was allowed ~ a 
traditional dip in the sea for anyone who dares. 
Joining them was the ship's drug-sniffer dog Caspar, 








Switch Fresh from a visit to Montserrat — where volcano tours 
{at a safe distance) proved popular ~ the Type 23 frigate 


headed to Martinique and the port of Fort-de-France, 





















Expiry 
date 


*csc 
No. 


he lat 3 ges on the reverse ofthe card 


use for several months — but never 
by a ship the size of Oakleaf, which 
displaces $0,000 tons when fully 


















































, |B : ’ | | loaded. where she prepared for her next patrol who donned a purpose-made lifejacket and was lowered 

Cordhoxders stgnanirs: jeaseleebic my care: amour (CANI/ES); RFAs Argus, Wave Knight and Sir The frigatc’s football team eamed a draw against a over the side for a paddle with his minder, L/Cpl Craig 

[ £ Tristram have also called in at French team, and several sailors took the opportunity to. Tait ~ who had to keep the dog on a lead as he swims 
Portland in recent weeks. dive around the rocky outcrop known as HMS Diamond 





faster and further than Craig 
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HIPS of the 
Sandown class 
have proved 


their value in 
recent years, and HMS 
Bangor has been at 
the forefront of that 
demonstration. 

In September 2002 HMS 
Bangor deployed to the Gulf and 
became engaged in Operation 
Telic, conducting mine clearance 
operations in the Khawr Abd 
Allah (KAA) ahead of humani 
tarian aid shipments which were 
ferried into the Iraqi port of 
Umm Qasr. 

By the end of Op Telic, her 
deployment of ten months had seen 
Bangor visit 17 ports in 14 countries, 
total of 18,000 miles 
returning in June last year, 
the pace has not relented ~ Bangor 
has gone through an extensive refit in 
Portsmouth, conducted trials in 
Scotland, "completed —_ Basic 
Operational Sea ‘Training (BOST) 
and taken part in Plymouth Navy 























She is currently conducting route 
surveys in the Thames, and will 
shortly t preparations for a 2005 
deployment to the Baltic 

HMS Bangor is the ninth of the 

















Woolston in Southampton, the glass 
reinforced plastic (GRP) ship was 
launched on April 16, 1999 by Mrs 
Lisa Spencer, and was accepted into 
RN service on December 8, 1999. 

Bangor is the first ship to be close- 
ly affiliated to Norther Ireland for 
over f 

The history of the name begins 
more than 60 years ago when the cur 
rent ship's sole predecesse 
Bangor-class_ minesweeper, was 
commissioned on October 29, 1940. 


Built at Govan by Harland 
and Wolff, the warship was 
involved" in Operation 
Jubilee in August 1942 - the 
raid on Dieppe. 


Bangor was part of the %h 
Minesweeping Flotilla, which carried 
‘out its work with efficiency and pre 
cision. Britain’ 

In 1944 she took part in Operation 
Neptune ~ the Normandy Landings. 
She was part of Force J and in the 
post-assault phase, Bangor was part 
of Task Force 129 during the bom- 
bardment of Cherbourg on June 24 Mi 

The task force, followed closely 
by the bombarding ships, came under 
heavy fire from the Germans and the 
minesweepers were forced to with: 
draw northwards. 

In May 1945 Bangor was involved 
in operations around Norway, and 
was one of five of her class of 
minesweeper loaned to the Royal 


























on shippit 











lifeblood of a country’s maritime 


Sandown-class of Single Role 
Minchunters (SRMH) to be accepted 
into service by the Royal Navy 


Built by Vosper Thomycroft at Permanently 





HEROES are often people who, 
when fi d with a monumental task, 
rise to the occasion glorious, if 
brief, foray into the lime 

This month’s hero, Ri i Bell- 
Davies, made rather more of a habit 
of it, displaying bravery and fortitude 
‘on more than one occasion, and play- 
leading role in the development 
aval aviation to boot 































Born in London on May 13, 1886, 
and orphaned by the time he was six, 
Richard was brought up in the 


of an unele, joining 
He was 
cers to vol 
and in 1912 he was recognised as 
g officer by the Admiralty 
Shortly after, Bell-Davies joined 
Charles Samson's ‘Acroplane Party’, 
No 3 RN Air Squadron, commanded 
by a fierce supporter of air power, 
and one of the first units deployed to 
the Continent on the outbreak of war. 
In January 1915 Bell-Davies flew 
from the squadron's Dunkirk base to 
attack a U-boat haven at Zeebrugge, 
his course taking him over heavily 
defended territory 
Bell-Davies was badly injured in 
the leg, but despite the pain and 
shock, and a considerable loss of 
blood, he ploughed on, delivering his 
bombs and landing back safely 
His injury was serious eno 
send him back to Blighty ~ and his actions earned 
him a Distinguished Service Order. 
But that was not enough for Bell-Davies, who 
rejoined his colleagues at No 3 
before they moved to the Dar 
Turkish installations and provide 
sance before the Gallipolt assault. 
One mission, on November 19, 1915, saw Bell- 
join a bombing raid on a. strategically- 




















































1 as the planes c: ttack, Bel 

saw a Henry Farman plane, flown by 
river bed. 

nd Bulgarian 








my/li 
troops wi 
burning 
onated his Ia 

Bell-Davies’ Nicuport 2 had been converted 
from two-seat to single seat, but there was just 





Norwegian Navy. 
On November 11 1945 she 


transferred 





© Richard Bell-Davies (bottom right, holding dog) with 
fellow officers at RN air station Eastchurch 


Picture courtesy Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeoviton 


enough room for Smylie to squeeze in before it 

took off again through a hail of fire from the 

Bike ven This skill and bravery were rewarded 
¢ Victoria Cross, presented by King Georg 

Bell-Davies - who so won the Croix de 
with Palm and was made a Chevalier in the Légion 
d’Honneur — went on to play a crucial role in the 
development of carrier operations (winning the 
Air Force Cross), and had several senior admiralty 
appointments (including Rear Admiral in charge 
of Air Stations). He also commanded several ships, 
including the cruiser HMS Cornwall. 

He declined a position in the RAF after World 
War I, staying with the Navy, and saw active service 
in World War I, finally retiring in 1944. 

Bell-Davies, a modest and well-liked man (he 
always felt uncomfortable recounting his VC 
exploits), died on February 26, 1966, at RN 
Hospital Haslar, in Gosport at the age of 79. 















trade and seriously hampering the 
use of naval power. 

In the past ten years the RN has 
been involved in numerous mine 
clearance operations around the 
world, including the Gulf and the 
Baltic. 

During World War Il mines were 
cleared by Mine Countermeasures 
(MCM) vessels that towed sweep 
Wires astern, armed with cutters to 
cut the mooring wires of buoyant 
mines or simulated the influence of a 
passing ship to trigger the simple 
ground mines. 

‘The 1950s saw the development of 
the Ton-class minesweeper, refining 
this technology, but the advent of 
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@ Sandown-class minehunter HMS Bangor will deploy to the Baltic next year. 


renamed the Glomma. 
dependence upon mar- 
itime trade is as great today as it has 
ever been, which means the threat of 
the mine — perhaps the most cost- 
effective of naval weapons 
seriously by the Admiralty 
es can inflict immense dam- 


high-definition sonar led to the 
development of minehunting 

The commissioning in the early 
1980s of the Hunt-class mine coun- 
termeasures vessel combined the 
most advanced sweeping and bunting 
techniques, using computer technolo- 


y 

But the development of sophisti 
cated — and cheap — mines meant 
they were capable of targeting a spe- 
cific ship signature, and hunting was 
the safest way of dea 
de 














Such emphasis has led to the 

development of the Sandown class. 
Bangor and her sisters use sonar 

2093 to locate mines ahead of the 
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Facts and 
figures 


Soars Sandown-class 
(orn) Role Minehunter 


Pennant number: M109 
Launched: April 16, 1999 
Commissioned: July 26, 
2000 


Length: 52.5m 

Beam: 10.5m 

Draught: 2.4m 
Displacement: 484 tons, 
fully loaded 

Propulsion: Two S00kW 
Paxman Valenta diesel 
engines; Voith-Schneider 
propulsion; two Schottel bow 
thrusters. 

Speed: 13 knots on diesels, 
6.5 knots on electric drive 
Weapons: BMARC Single 
30mm gun 

Sensors: Sonar 2093, 
RCMDS 2, 1007 Radar, 780 
NT Echo Sounder 

Radar: Navigation: Kelvin 
Hughes Type 1007; I-band 
Complement: 34 (five 
officers) plus six spare 
berths 






ship, targeting even the most. sophis- 
ticated devices at a safe distance 
before there is any risk to the mine. 
unter itself. 

AUTIS M (Naval Autonomous 

Tactical Information System) man- 
.¢s the data from the ship's sensors 
and manual inputs from the ship's 
company while minchunting. 
Then specially-trained clearance 
vers or the RCMDS 2 (Remotely 
patrolled Mine Disposal System ~a 
bright yellow unmanned submersible 
with its own sonar and video camera 
an explosive 
Or cutting cables) ~ are sent to 
te more closely and, if nec: 
disposal charge which is 
jonated 
























investi 
essary, 





This Christmas Card (size 8 1/4” x 6”) shows Pembroke House, near Chatham in Kent, the RNBT’s 


care home for former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and widows. 


£3.95 per pack of 10 cards (induding postage). 
£3.50 per pack of 10 cards (including postage) for orders of three or more packs. 
Please send your order and a cheque, made out to “The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust’ to: 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 


Castaway House 
311 Twytord Avenue 
Portsmouth, PO2 SRN 





Tet: 023 9269 0112 


Aa THE ROYAL NAVAL 
eee TRUST 


THE RNBTE 
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Postage 
crisis in 
Zimbabwe 


JUST to let you know that 
Navy News is still very 
much enjoyed here in 
Bulawayo (about the only 
thing that is, apart from 
the weather!) 

My very good friend 
Dusty Miller from 


Nottingham (Chairman of 
the HMS Bulawayo Ass- 
ciation) has been sending 


me the paper for many 
years now, without fail — 
God bless him. 

1 would be extremely 
grateful if you could find 
room on the letters page 
to advise all my friends in 
the HMS Myngs, GZP/GZH 
C.W.R.S Club and many 
others that | will be unable 
to send them cards this 
Christmas due to the high 
postage rates wich are 

ing raised again on 
October 1. 

This letter today will 
cost $17. On Friday it will 
be $34.50 for up to 10 
grammes and no doubt it 
will be raised again before 
Christmas. —P. G. G. Clark, 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe 





Communal 
bucket 







old Grafton there in 1938 
brought back memories for me. 

My first morning, the Leading 
Stoker showed me to the 
washroom. There were no taps on 
the basins. I asked: “Where ts the 
water?” and he said: “In that 
bucket 

Tt was fu 











of dirty, soapy 
and I said t some fresh 

fe re} ‘Only 14 have been 
through it, so there's room for you. 
We don’t waste w: 

I wonder what today’s Grafton’s 
boys and girls would think of that? 

G. J. Harris, Gunness, 
Scunthorpe 


‘aL_Na 
J ewe 





ater 
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Victoria los 
a chapter of 
accidents 





issue), of possible re’ 


Had one been available, it 
might have confirmed that the 
parallel lines of the ships were 
too close for a safe inward 
turn. 

For that fateful cruise in 1893 
Professors William id 
Archibald Barr had b 





demonstrate their new range 
finder. 

Unfortunately the prototype 
was not ready in time. ‘The delay 





was duc, in part, to injuries which 
Professor Stroud had sustained 








the roof of Barr's house in 
Glasgow where they had been 
making infinity calibrations whilst 
using the moon as a suitably 
distant object! 

How the ’ 
moonlight have adversely affected 
the course of histo 

Professor Stroud was a dista 

ive of mine. The story has 
been revealed during family 











arily for publictaion. email 
correspondents are also 
peqioesect hic provide this 
it a 
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arch. That was assisted 
© to Range and Vision by 
Moss and Iain Russel 
988). 

That book in turn 
as a result of a previous 
our splendidly informative 
X ALR. Hawkes, 










‘Teignmouth, Devon. 


WITHOUT meaning to trivialise 
the many deaths that occurred 
when HMS Victoria sank, I would 
like to point out that HMS 

George sank at Spithead 
August 29 1782 with the loss of 
over 800 lives, including that of 
Admiral Kempenfelt. There is a 
plaque commemorating — this 
peacetime disaster in a small 
public garden near the Harbour at 








I Tryon and the loss of HMS Victoria (October 
int interest is the evolution of the Barr-Stroud range finder. 


Ryde. ~ D. Brown, Ryde, Isle of 


Wight. 


Nelson in 
touch 


S another of the last survivors of 
the battleship HMS Nelson I 
would like to join D. 
participating in the celeb 
the 200th anniversary of Trafal 
One of the saddest sights recently 
was a photo of HMS Nelson being 
broken up_at Inverkeithing in 
1949, — Thompson, 
Kislingbury, Northampton 
Contact’ the HMS Nelson 
Association through Gordon 
Boniface on 01444 482002 


A 

















Long haul 
for Wakeful 


THERE have been a couple of articles about the 
World War Il HMS Wakeful lately so | thought you 
might be interested in a photo of the last Wakeful. 
| was serving in her in the Mediterranean in 1955 
when a merchant ship called up a USAF rescue 
flying boat to take off an injured seaman. 
On landing, the aircraft was 
not take off again. It had to be 
going on board the merchantman. 
Wakeful was in the vicinity and had the job of 
towing the aircraft 300 miles to Malta. It was a 
difficult tow, there being no really suitable points to 
tow on it. All hands were employed and also all our 


Spare ropes. 

Towing was only done during daylight hours, so 
all ropes were cast off each night. morning 
had to launch the whaler and secure the tow 
at first light, another difficult operation, one man in 


i 























Bahrain erin lacie age 
le back to Malta, a 
kalleter om the USAF a Fld 
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Trunkload of versions 
of ‘Elephant’s Bottom’ 


IN RESPONSE to D. Andrews’ request for The manager says, ‘It's all balls’ but some- 
the words to The Hole in the Elephant’s how I manage to spot ‘em 

Bottom (September issue) we have had a And wink at the whores in the stalls 
trunkload of versions (many unprintable) ‘rough the hole in the elephant's bottom. 


from as far away as Vancouver, Canada. 


The old music hall number apparently I'm a lover of beautiful girls: yes ladies I've 
dates from around World War | and still gets Cre peor hok LO eR area pein 
‘3 ’ a r ats 
the occasional airing at private entertain- <5 through the hole in the elephant's bot- 


The following (slightly edited) version is *°™- 
taken from The Fleet Air Arm Song Book, 


supplied by Maj A. J. Donald of the Royal , My part doesn’t have any words so it real- 


F ™ ly cannot be forgotten; 
Marines Historical Society: | simply drop property turds through the 


My ambition's to go on the stage and now hole in the elephant’s bottom. 


my ambition I’ve gotten. 


In pantomime I'm all the rage, as the hole ___The fellow who plays the front part, as an 
in the elephant's bottom. actor is just bloody rotten; 












































FURTHER to your article 
on Duncan's victory at 
Camperdown (August 
issue) it was said that at 
the end of the battle the 
appearance of the British 
ships was nothing like 
what it would have been 
had they been engaged 
by the French or the 
Spanish. 

Not a single lower 
mast, not even a top mast 
was shot away. The 
Dutch fleet waited until 
the British ships were 
near and then directed 
their shots into their 
hulls. Scarcely a ship in 
the fleet did not have sev- 
eral shots sticking in her 
sides and many were 
pierced in all directions. 

Some had received 
dangerous hits “between 
wind and water” that kept 
the pumps in constant 
employment. The Ardent 
had received no fewer 
than 98 round shot in her 
hull — and with hulls so 
shattered the loss of men 
was severe. In total the 
British lost 203 killed and 
622 wounded. The Dutch 
fared much worse, how- 
ever. According to their 
‘own figures they lost 540 
killed and 620 wounded. 
- D. J. Dunne, Piltown, 
Eire. 

@ The Battle of 
Camperdown, from a 
painting by Philipe- 
Jacques de  Louth- 
erbourg 


of Norway (June issue). 


I was First Licutenant in HMS 
Devonshire in 1951-52. In the two 






4 cross section of officers 
adets was entertained by the 
. later Vice Admiral, 
William Crawford was in com: 
mand. In his (unpublished) auto- 
graphy he wrote: “In Oslo we 
were royally treated as it was 
Devonshire which had brought 
Haakon and his fa 













the war when Norway was over- 
run.” 

The King told Crawford he did 
not occupy the Captain’s quarters 
which were full of women and chil 
dren ~ he had a cabin in the ward- 
room flat and Prince Olaf slung a 
hammock! 

Thad never heard of Glasgow 
having anything to do with the 
evacuation ~ Cdr G. H. Peters, 
Hermanus, South Africa. 











HMS Glasgow evacuated the 
King, the Crown Prince, the 
Norwegian Government’ and 
much of the national gold reserve 
from Molde to the temporary 
safety of Tromso in northern 
Norway. It was from there that 
HMS Devonshire brought the 
Norwegian Royal Family to exile 
in Britain for the duration. - Ed 










Who really 
rescued 
Haakon? 


I WAS interested in the story of HMS Glasgow and King Haakon 


Stokers’ 
cunning 


THE LANDING _ ba 
tioned by G. E. Sulli 
issue) was withou! 
3016 ~ HMS Diep 

I joined her in June 







men 
n (October 
doubt LST 





ted out to be used as hospital 
ships and at the after end was a 
large section for use as an operat- 
ing theatre. 

During our trip out with the 
Fleet all the beer was stowed in 
this space, with a sentry posi- 
tioned in front. But one of our 
stokers found out that on the after 
bulkhead of the operating theatre 
were two removable plates to give 
access to steam valves in the boil- 
er room 

When these were removed it 
gave the stokers the opportunity 
to have a free beer — and when the 
plates were put back there was no 
way the missing beer could be 
accounted for. - A. D. Saunders, 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex 























He simply does nothing but fart, and | am 
the elephant’s bottom. 


Two pockets I’ve cut in the cloth, for two 
bottles of beer when I’ve got ‘em 

Folks laugh as | blow out the froth through 
the hole in the elephant's bottom. 


There are many more words in this song 
but I'm sorry to say I’ve forgot ‘em 

if you've found this song just a bit too 
long, you can all kiss the elephant's bottom. 


Our thanks to all the other readers who 
sent in their versions. Further requests will 
be (carefully) considered. — Ed 


Italian 
bravery 


1 WAS interested to read that the 
Italian human torpedo attack in 
Alcxandria Harbour in December, 
1941 had featured in Navy News 
(October issue). 

1 remember t 
great detail. I was Flag Licute 


to the C-in-C Mediterranean in 
HMS Queen Elizabeth. We had y 




















been warned that an attack might 

be made but we didn't know how. 

where, or when it would happen 
The charge under HMS Valiant 


off first and blew an S0ft hole ARMANI a lelciek-tel-t—) 


cr, followed very shortly after 


wards by the charge under HMS fom - Me) 1-74 bd MOSCHINO 


Queen Elizabeth, which had the 


figuing ued lint hen tyler D&G PAUL & SHARK 
piuced under ‘nile wah two | (ACU Si ey4 = CR NCTM Du 
tach ade, The lala intestion EVISU RED EAR 

with Hsing lt Fortunate, ths | NCEA LON ROCKPORT 


bmarines were swiftly FIRETRAP STONE ISLAND 


» to come alongside 


cen Elizabeth to provide power HACKETT TED BAKER 


and the list was righted. By the 
time the morning Italian recce HENRI LLOYD VERSACE 
plane came over the harbour, 
ared normal from 
rd and band paraded 
urs ceremony at O800 
with the C-in-C on deck 
ing, even though the ship 


































% 


(she was actually resting on the 
bottom). 


The Cin-C, who'd been on the INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


upper deck since 0400, 9 
unharmed, although he 
flicked about five fee! in the air by 
the whip of the stern caused by the 
explosion. 





NOTHING TO PAY FOR 5 MONTHS 





Visit our new larger store at: 









This attack was brilliantly and 5 
ee §68 - 9Whimple Street, Plymouth 





admire their brave: 


ar Gapt EH les Wan NOW (@) =d 3 \\ eS UNDAYS 


CREATE A TOTALLY VISUAL AND RAPIDLY UPDATED OVERVIEW 
OF YOUR PLANS AND SCHEDULES... 


















No obligation, telephone assistance or 
on-site visits to design the system most 
‘suited to requirements. 


T-card Systems 
INFORMATION PACKAGE AND SAMPLES:- 
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Soccer skills 
not up to 
scratch 


A QUARTER-century link between the Geordie Gunboat and 
a school for youngsters with special needs came to an end 
with hefty donations by the sailors. 


As long as the ‘Type 42 destroyer 
has sailed the seas, her company 
has raised money for the Percy 
Hedley Foundation. 

As part of HMS Newcastle’s 
farewell visit to her namesake city 
fs paid their last visit to the 
school to see the difference 26 














years of fund-raising has made 
It's great to see how what we 
raise is put to use — and also to 





sce how surprisingly quickly they 
can pick things up. The equipment 
here is really well used, and that's 
great to sce,” said WO George 
Boardman 

The school caters for 150 pupils 
from across the north-cast with a 
broad spectrum of special needs. 

Sport is central to teaching the 
children, be it bowling, wheelchair 
football’ or rugby, or five-a-side 

As proof the children challenged 
the sailors to a match, and prompt 
ly thrashed the Newcastle men 
widely recognised as one of the top 














ship sides in the RN, 5-1 
‘Cheers lads, we gave you 
that,” one of the exhausted chiefs 


quipped leaving the pitch. (They 
didn't, they were played off the 
park; they struggled to get to grips 
with wheelchair football too.) 

The interest that the ship ha 
shown over the 











years really is 
appreciated. The moncy raised has 
helped us with 

ment 


0 much equip 
said the foundation's 
Des Bustard. 

The warrant and chief petty 
officers ship's final 
deployment to the Mediterranean 
raised £1,000; the fund-raising con: 
tinued during the ship’s city visit 
us 20 crew ran in the Great North 
Run, the world’s half 
marathon 


appeals directe 





largest 


The last batch of cash raised 
by Newcastle will help the school 
to build and kit out a new sports 
academy 





CO misleads 
Thunderer 
all across 

the country 


t of mild under 
statement and some unsuspecting 
volunteers, and you've got Thun: 
derer Squadron's summer expedi 
tion by bicycle from Land's End to 
John O'Groats 
When the comm 
of the unit, Cdr I 
gathered together his 
Southamp 












team at 
on University to break 
the news that their ten-week sum 
mer leave required six weeks of 
Unit-authorised 





activities, he sug 
gested “a little bike ride in the 
country 

Intelligent as they undoubtedly 
are, none of the Service-sponsored 
engineering students quite expect 
ed to be tackling the 993 miles 
from the two British extremes, 
Land’s End to John O’Groats. 

The 14-day journcy saw the team 
stay at a variety of youth hostels en 
route, including forestry wooden 
cabins and ancient castles with resi. 
dent ghosts! 

The money from 
the 14-day cycling marathon. ha 
been split between Southampton 
Voluntary Service and =the 
RN&RM Children’s Pund. 

Any reader wishing to offer 
their support should send donation 
cheques to RN&RM Children’s 








garnered 











Fund, Castaway House, 311 
Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth PO2 
8RN 
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when submariners came to call. 
ee and serve lunch. 

RN School to HMS Raleigh in 2000 
and carries out training for RN personne! at all levels in submarine 





Iping Hands 





@ Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir James Bumell-Nugent starts the Portsmouth Basin Run 


2SL fires up 
Basin Run 


MORE than 200 Naval and 
civilian workers at Port 
smouth Naval Base took 


part in this year’s Basin Run, 
providing a major boost for 
Portsmouth-based charities. 

The runners from the Navy 
and contractors within the 
base, including FSL and VI 
Shipbuilding, were led from 
the front with Naval Base 
Commander Cdre Amjad 
Hussain and FSL Managing 
Director Ian Booth taking 
part 

The participants cut an impres. 
sive dash after Second Sea Lord 
Vice Admiral Sir James Burnell 
Nugent fired the start-gun 

Admiral Burnell-Nugent said: “1 
was delighted to sce so many pco- 
ple from across both my HO and 
the Naval Base taking part 

Not only was this a great oppor 
tunity to raise money for charity 
but it was a fun way to highlight the 
importance of fitness 

Although there was keen com 
petition for the winning trophies 
the main beneficiaries will be the 
who stand to gain 




















cal chariti 
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Land of Hope and Glory 


British 


Sir'V 


£12.00 incl p+p 


Eastney Collection 


D 


Band of HM Royal Marines. 


Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 85‘ 


www.eastneycollection.com 








thousands of pounds, ‘The nomi. 
nated charitics include the Futcher 
School in Drayton for children with 
special needs, Portsmouth chil 
dren’s charity Motiv8, the Rowan’s 
Hospice in Purbrook, and national 





charity Kids. 

The race proved a clean sweep 
for the Royal Marines School 
of Music with Carl Ware and 
Charlotte Down winning the men’s 
and women’s races respectively 





@ Runners in the Portsmouth Naval Base Basin Run 


Monmouth is made 
welcome in the 


Valley 


AN ECSTATIC crowd welcomed a 


team of runners from Type 23 HMS 





Monmouth who ran 170 miles from 
the warship’s home base of Ply 
mouth to her namesake town in 


South Wales. 

The [3runnershave been pledged 
some £2,000 to be presented to 
the St Briavels Child Development 
Centre in Monmouth 

Runner Lt Kara Chadwick said: 

‘We are relieved to have finished 
all in one picce 

It has been tough, but the team 
has done really we Most of us 
have never run anything like this 
before. 

“We ran for three days and took 
turns to run ten or so miles at a 
time in relay. It is hard to stop and 
start like that because your legs 
tend to seize up.” 

She admitted to some tough 
times, particularly among the hills 
of Dartmoor and against the strong 












w Mf the Severn Bridge int 
Wa 

We did, however, get a massive 
morale boost with the crowds wel 
coming us into Monmouth,” added 
Lt Chadwick 

It was also really cheering to sce 
the children and parents who use 
the St Briavels Children’s Centre 
and the staff waving, cheering and 
clapping us when we arrived at the 
finish at the Centre 

“Then we knew that all that hard 
work and suffering pain was all 
worthwhile.” 

St Briavels helps children from 
throughout the UK, aged six 
months to adolescence, with a wide 
range of challenges. These include 
Down's syndrome, cerebral palsy 
autism, Asperger, dyslexia, dys 
praxia and many other syndromes 

Anyone who wants to make a 
donation, contact Pam Slater on 
01600 713822 
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Cumberland’s 
‘blissful time 
in the Gulf 


A LONG spell in the Gulf on de 
ployment gave sailors on board 
Type 22 HMS Cumberland the 
chance to raise over £1,400 for the 
ship's charity BLISS, which helps 
research into premature births and 
provides support to those affected. 

The moncy was gathered through 
& range of activities, including a 
sponsored bench press that saw a 

n lifting @ SOkg bar a total of 
640 times. 
The Petty Officers’ Mess also 
sed a ship's version of reality 
TV entitled ‘I'm a Sailor, Get Me 
Out of Here! 

Six willing volunteers endured a 
range of Bush Tucker trials before 
SA Andy Moore netted the big 
prize of a day off the ship amid the 
plush facilities at the Le Meridicn 
Hotel in Dubai 

Commanding officer 
Russell Best said: “The ship's o 
pany have been fantastic in their 
efforts to raise money for char 
ity, and I'm so pleased that we 
can offer this much assistance to 
BLISS. 

The hard work and generosity 
of the crew has been marvellous. 

The Devonport-based frigate 
has been on a six-month deploy 
meat to the Gulf, working closely 
with the US Navy in an operation 
area stretching from the northern 
Gulf to the Indian Ocean. 

During her deployment she has 
been carrying out patrols to moni 
tor shipping in the area and board 
ing operations to prevent smuggled 
goods entering or leaving the Gulf 


Torbay is a 
top prize 


A WELCOME inside one of Brit 
uin’s nuclear submarines awa 
the lucky winner of a charity 
tion 

Juliette Pryce and her family out 
bid all rivals at the auction to scoop 
jer-killer 
submarine HMS Torbay and dinner 
on board with the boat's command. 
ing officer, Cdr Chris Groves. 

‘Cdr Groves said: “We were 
delighted to be involved in this 
event which was a great opportu: 
nity to support the community in 
our affiliated area.” 

The auction was part of a fund 

















a 














ed 








« guided tour around h 














raising appeal to benefit. heart 
paticnts at ‘Torbay Hospital in 
Torqu: 





The appeal to raise half a mil 
lion pounds is led by the local 
newspaper, the Herald Express, to 
help build a new Cardiac Centre in 
the hospital 


Jungle jaunt 











A SUMMER ball with a ‘Jungle 
Book" theme left organisers at 
HMS Collingwood with a room-full 





of cuddly animals with no homes to 








It didn’t take Jon 


before th 





mind = a 
charity auctic 
The bidders rai 


d over £500 
ated to local charity 
he Rowans Hospice 


The Hospice offers sf 








care and support to patients with 
life-limiting illness in south-cast 
Hamy 

Meanwhile elderly residents at 
Collingwood House 






were treated to a new g 
courtesy of the Farcham 
lishment’s. Warrant Officers 
Senior Rates’ Mess. 

It took the hard work of mine 
warfare trainees in LOM(MW) 
27 Course to turn the cash dona 
tion into garden reality, creating 
a relaxing water feature for the 26 
residents of the sheltered accom: 
modation. 

Fred Jackson, a resident, said: 

This will be a main feature in. the 
garden and has been made possible 
by the hard work of the sailors. 

Collingwood House opened in 
1971 and has maintained close 
links with the Naval establishment 
Car Andrew ‘Trevithick, the execu: 
tive officer, said that it was impor 
tant to continue the tradition of 
helping their namesake. 
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The Royal British Legion is dedicated 
to help serving and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 


.--1,000 people are helped to visit war 


graves every year 


..over 300,000 calls for help are answered 
every year 


.--54,000 people are helped with war 
pensions every year 


...5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 


...100,000 visits are made each year to 
the housebound or those in hospital. 





THE ROYAL BRITISH 


LEGION 


If you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, would 
like to make a donation or 
require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725. 
Alternatively, visit our website @ 
www.britishlegion.org.uk 





Reg. Charity No. 219 279 
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@ Open mike... Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir James Burnell- 
Nugent chats with broadcaster Libby Purves at the BBC's 
London headquarters. The admiral was interviewed by the Beeb 
for an impending series of Radio 4 programmes celebrating Brit- 
ain’s role as a maritime nation 

Picture: LA(Phot) Darby Aten 


£s thanks to safety drive 


EFFORTS to improve safety for 
iners in Portsmouth Harbour 
its approaches have 
the port's Queen's Harbour 
£1,000, 

OHM Cdr ‘Tom Herman set up 
the Volunteer Harbour Patrol and 
persuaded local businesses to in: 
vest £110,000 in the service. 

The patrol, launched in May, 
comprises 25 ‘volunteers and two 
small craft and is used to advise us: 
ers of the harbour on safety issues. 

Cdr Herman (pictured above on 
patrol in Portsmouth Harbour ¢ 


trance) was praised by Naval Base 
Hussain 
in drum: 





Commander Cdre Amj 

1 for his “incredible” we 

Master ming up support in the co 
for the patrol 

from the MOI 

tive, which rewards innova 

money/labour-saving ideas. 

Also recognised in. Portsmouth 
was WO2 Mick Hawkes of Super 
intendent Fleet Maintenance. He 
picked up £400 for devising a bet- 
ter way to test a weapons cooling 
system on ‘Type 23 frigates, using a 
new infra-red thermometer. 


Pt ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES AUCTION 
On 
WEDNESDAY 10th NOVEMBER 2004 Ar 10.30am_ 
To include Personal effects medals etc. of 
inder John Patrick Canty MBE, DSM, (HMS Vernon), 
paintings and prints by C.C. Domerson and W.L. Wyllie ete, telescopes 
and various brassware and other nautical collectables and militaria. 
Viewing: Saturday 6* 10.00am ~ 1.00pm; Monday 8* 9.30am ~ 8.00pm; 
Tuesday 9* 9.30am ~ 5.00pm (or by appointment) 
Catalogues: £3.00 (£4.00 by post) Annual subscription £35.00 
DM Nesbit & Co 
7 Clarendon Road, Southsea, Hampshire. POS 2ED. 
Tel (023) 9286 4321 Fax (023) 9229 5522 
auctions nesbits.co.uk Catalogues: www.invaluable.com/dmnesbits&co 
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ATTRACTIONS TO 


FOR the past four years 
successive weapon engineer 
officers of HMS Newcastle 
have fretted over the well- 
being of one the ship’s com- 
pany especially. 

The CO? The XO? The sur- 
gcon? The head chef, perhaps? 

lope, the warship’s much-trav- 
elled mascot, Salty Bear. 

Now, present WEO Lt Cdr lan 
Mills need fret no more 

His passport stowed away, the 
cuddly toy has hung up his suitcase 
possibly for good after being re- 
turned to the school which donated 
him to the Type 42 destroyer for 
hee world tour in 2000. 

With the Geordie Gunbe 
ing out of commission, Salty can no 
longer sail the oceans, so he headed 
home in style 

Commanding Officer Cdr Jer- 
emy Blunden brought the bear 
back via the ship’s Lynx helicop- 
ter, watched by 400 three to nine 
year-olds of Marine Park School 
in Whitley Bay, near Newcastle 
who have followed the mascot’s 
progress avidly 


Of course sailors bein 
sailors, they have been ail 
too to join in the bear- 
related fun, carrying him to 
the top of Mt Etna or Sugar 
Loaf Mountain, through the 
Panama Canal, taken him on 
the town with some bemused 
Russian sailors, posing next 
tothe Leaning Tower of Pisa, 
and, er, enjoying a beer in an 
Italian bar. 

For headteacher Vera Murphy, 
Salty has been more than a bit of 
fun; he has been a v asset for 
learning. 

“He has been one of the best 
things which could have _hap- 
pened,” she added. “He's enriched 
the children’s learning. If Salty's 
been there ~ like the pyramids — it 












































‘We only thought he would be 
away for the world tour, but the 
sailors didn't want to hand him 
back.” 

The bear nearly didn’t make it 
back. During a recent stop-off in 





Gibraltar as part of the ship's anti- 
terror deployment, one of the colo- 
ny’s infamous barbary apes ran off 
with the mascot ~ only for the bear's 
coat to snag on something, allowing 
junior officers to rescue him 
“Lwouldn’t have fretted so much 
if [had known there was more than 
‘one Salty = the school has *back- 





CAPTURE THE MAGICAL 





FEED OF CHRISTIMAS 
OPEN 10am= 7pm 








Salty sea bear 
stuck on land 





Chester draws 
praise from 
Albion's new CO 


ASSAULT ship HMS Albion's 
new Commanding Officer Capt 














adopted 
¢ Devonport-ba 





who took the opportunity to hand 
over the fruits of their fund. 
work to the C 

Crew used the summer deploy- 
meant to the USA to raise cash for 
the hospice with sponsored weight- 
lifting events. 

Other highlights of the visit to 
the north-west included a tour 
of an affiliated school and a look 
around the Vauxhall car plant at 
Ellesmere Port 

In return, car factory workers 
and local dignitaries 
invited aboard Albi: 
time at se 

It's remarkable what a strong 

and vibrant relationship has been 
established between the city 
and the ship in the space of 18 
months,” said Capt Winstanley. 


Head Howard 
renews RN ties 


FORMER RN officer Howard 
Blackett has renewed his Naval 
connections by taking charge of a 
school with long-standing thes with 
the Senior Service 
The 44-year-old has been ap- 
pointed headmaster of the Ri 
Jospital School in Suffolk, after 
previously holding teaching posts 
at St Edmund's Oxford, Marlbor 
gh College, Ardingly College and 
more recently as deputy and later 
headmaster of Dover College. 
The RN is in the Blackett blood; 
Howard's father served under the 
White Ensign as does his brother, 
Cure Jeff Blackett, a champion of 
RN Rugby Un 
Service's Director of Legal Servic- 
nd nephew S/Lt Will is 
the family trade. 


Lucky Nikki's 
off to rule the 
Mexican waves 


HMS Kent newlywed OM Nikki 
Bodkin scooped top prize in the 
RN Sports Lottery ~ £5,000. 

Temporarily attached to the 
Royal Naval School of Physic 
Training at HMS Temeraire in 
Portsmouth, Nikki plans to splash 
out on a belated honeymoon, 
swimming with dolphins off the 
coast of Mexico, 





























@ A conquering hero returns... with HMS Newcastle's CO: Cdr 
Jeremy Blunden receives a rapturous reception as he brings Salty 
the Bear home to Marine Park Schoo! 





Prcture: LA(Phot) Terry Boughton 





ups’ of him,” said Lt Cdr Mills, who 
has kept the bear under lock and 
key in his cabin. 

Cdr Blunden added; “We have 
been able to do a lot of good with 
Salty, Wherever we have been, the 
bear has been, We've given him 
lot of attention. And the look oi 
children’s faces when we brought 
him back was fabulous.” 

What next for the Alan Whicker 
of the stuffed toy world? 

“We will look after him until the 
Navy cails on him again,” said Mrs 
Murphy 


© 4'm bigger than Jesus | am’... 
or maybe not: (Right) Salty’s 
legendary visit to Sugar Loaf 
Mountain in Rio 




























































© Bear necessities: (Left) 
Salty kitted out for his 
trip to the African jungle 
during Newcastle's spell on 
APT(South) 















© Tugg’s thanks to LWRN Jan Wilkinson (pictured with 
senior investigator Lt Cdr Jim Hutchings, left, and RN 
head of flight safety Cdr Aidan O'Sullivan) 


Lie back and think of, er, flight safety 


GOING to the dentist is an experience for most 
 seeipic but at Yeovilton an educational dimension has 
n added. 





‘Tugg livens up the Fleet Air Arm’s flight safety maga- 
zine Cockpit with his cartoons. 
Her idea has certainly impressed the HMS Heron 











As sailors lic back in the reclining chair they can't _ basses. So much so that Cdr Aidan O'Sullivan, the Of- 
help but notice handy safety tips posted on the e ficer in Charge of the RN Flight Safety and Accident 
— in the form of Tuge’s legendary cartoons. Investigation Centre, and his team commissioned a 








ist LWRN Jan Wilkinson struck upon 
1, it saves on the laughing gas) to make 
the daunting experience of the dentist’s chair slightly 
less painful 

Beyond being a constant presence in Navy News, 


cartoon from Tugg to thank Jan and presented her 
with a framed copy 

's an innovative idea and pro-active way of 
in comfort and in 
pleasant company,” said Cdr O'Sullivan. 
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People in the News 











‘= Faslane’ S guards call 
upon midge lure | 





est threat to harmony 
aval Base Clyde may mF 
have met its match at last H ~ ks lik 
N Campa who try 





MOD Guards have t midge 


@ A midge too far: (left to right) MOD Guards Lawrence Milligan, Gary O'Neill 
and Bobby Smith and the midge magnet 

















@ Hmmm, maybe | should have picked up War and Peace instead. 
WO! Eddie Seaborne and just a few of the 230 copies of Navy 
News he's wading through 


Ready, Eddie? Read 








@ You know, these things travel much faster in the water: The 
members of the Canadian Caribou Canoe 2004 pose during one of 
the breaks in the bad weather 


Anything but Canada Dry 


ONE of the 
Canada 
ce officers fro 
mouth when they 


d with some of the 
the RN p 


greeted” four 
m BRNC Dart 


struck out inte 


which helpe 
[lgioiecs, where 
were ¥ 














he w 
David Blatcher 
on Wright 


Matt Mai 
s MID Jam 


CREW of assault ship HMS. 
Albion are the Fleet's top 
electronic warfare specialists 
- an achievement given the 
ship has only been in service 
little more than year, and 
operational only for a matter 
of months. 

P The team were called to 
blight Fleet HQ in Portsmouth to 
t receive the 2004 trophy from 
Rear Admiral David Snelson, 
Chiet-of-Staff (Warfare). 











if your kit 
Sails away? 


Kit and personal possessions cover 
from just £6* a month. 


Call now for a quote or immediate cover: 
0800 212 480 (free from UK only) 
+44 1883 83 4412 (outside UK) 


www .paxinsurance.co.uk 
Please quote NavyAd 44 when calling 


The leading force in Armed Forces cover 
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®@ HMS Powerful’ field gun crew, including Bill Broomfield's 
father Charles, on parade post-Boer War and (below) Mr 
* Broomfield with the new memorial at HMS Excellen: 
Prenure 


Roya! Navy, Bal Broom! SNe 











@ The dedication to the field 
gunners at the new memorial 


‘The guns, 
thank God, 
the guns...’ 


BORN of a need to counter the 
155mm guns ranged by the Bo- 
ers against the 15-pounders of 
the British Army, the ‘field gun 














A PERMANENT reminder 
of the men who upheld 
the memory of the leg- 
endary field gun run now 
stands at its spiritual 
home. 

The son of one of the origi 
nal field gunners dedicated the 
memorial to the sailors who 
crewed the guns year after year 
at the Royal Tournament 

In 1899, Bill Broo id's father 
Charles fought at the siege of Lady 
smith, mannin; 
ly-converted 
FMS Power 

One hundred and five years on, 
he watched as a memorial site at 
HMS Excellent in Portsmouth was 
unveiled, honouri he hundreds 
of sailors who re-enacted the deed 














tery of special 
rom his cruiser 











The 


WHITE ENSIGN 
ASSOCIATION 


Limited 


provides advice on: 


personal administration & finance, 
and 


resettlement & employment 
UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 


Tel: 020 7407 8658 


MOD: 9621 81945 
office@whiteensign.co.uk 


HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SE1 25 
Fax: 020 7357 6298 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 


i 
z 


WEA Representatives conduct briefings/interviews regularly at 
Establishments (bookings taken through Resettlement/Education 
Centres}, and by appointment onboard HM Ships. 


A Naval Charity for ALL service and ex-service personnel of 
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QARNNS, and their Reserves 



















ose first gun: 
entered Bi 
Imost 





nilitary fol 
diately 

The men each received a watch 
inscribed on behalf of Queen Vic 
tor (a watch still in the Broom: 
J family's possession) and 





lore a 

















the track an 


k wall represent 
tou 


cle faced at the 
a restored field 
floodlit from dusk until dawn. 


John S 


run’ as portrayed at the Royal 
Tournament only touched upon 
the hardships involved. 

The tournament run only 
lasted about three minutes; the 
real thing dragged on (literally) 
for months. 

Cruisers HM Ships Power- 
ful and Terrible had been sent 
to South Africa as the crisis 
escalated. 





Judes a Sft 
the obsta 
nament, plus 
all of which is 











ner 
npson by fellow 
sonnel from HMS Sultan. 

jorial means a 











he then Prince of Wales shook lot to everyone here,” said Terrible's CO and gunnery 
the hands of a gunner ~ rather Mr Broomiicld, who served — expert Capt Percy Scott knew 
than vice versa ~ al a ceremony 1s a Naval gunner during his 12-pounders could match 




















it Horse Guards. 
The heroics most entered 
the public consciousness 
igh the field 
it the Roy 
or fr 
1907 until 1919 the 
Royal Naval 
Military ‘Tournam 
as it was known. 
For 52. years from 
1947 until the ‘Tourna 
ment ended in 1999, the 
18-man crew of guns rep- 
resenting the Portsmouth 
Command practised on a i 
track at Excelle 
Covering three 
tres, the mem stand: 
next to the new Fleet Head 
quarters on the southern end 
of Whale Island —and on the 
site of the old gun track. 
The monument’s two- 
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base is formed from cinders | 





Navy's second most senior officer 
d the scaie of the Flect’s next 
generation warships for the first time 
when he also started work on destroyer 
HMS Dauntless. 

Comma 
Jonathon Band pe 


ne bow 





Fleet 


Admiral Sir 
ght Type 
45 destroyers at the VT Group's £50m ‘ship: 
building factory’ in Portsmouth. 

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West last 
month pressed the button in Scotland to start 
work on the midships and stern of the 

arship, which is being built in se 
nents by VT and BAE Systems before being 
led by the Hatt 
build: 












ection ¢ se 








t w 








VT i 


other sec 








assembled most of the 

class, HMS Darin; 
What you realise is that we are building 

would be a heavy cruiser in World War 





whi 






I terms.” said Admiral Band. 

My last comp ship was HMS No: 
folk. but this is deeper, wider, b Daring 
is very impressive ~ and it’s fa to see the 








changes in building her. T 
way to build a warship. 
The bow section is 50 metres lo 


s is the modern 








metres high and weighs in at 1,200 tonnes. It 
ns the missile silos for the 


conta 






plus the m: 
ery spaces and messes. 

It will be shipped to the Clyde by barge in 
the spring once fitting out is completed; the 
whole ship is due to slither down the BAE 
slipway late next year or in early 2006. 

As Daring takes shape, the Sampson radar 
which will be the ‘eyes’ of the missile sys 
tem has been hoisted on to a mock-up mast 
at AMS in Cowes on the Isle of Wight to 
complete testing. The radar — hidden inside 
a Sputnik-esque dome — is designed to track 
multiple ts (including “stealth” aircraft) 
and has anti-jamming features. 














World War I 


Bow down before Daring 


any artillery the Boers brought 
to bear. 

He removed four guns from 
their mountings and fitted 
them with wheels and axles 
bought ashore in Durban. 

A Naval Brigade was hast- 
ily formed and sent by rail 
towards Ladysmith. When the 
track ran out, oxen and hard 
labour were used to bring the 
guns into position. 

Just 48 hours before the 
town was finally encircled, 
the guns arrived — not the first 
naval artillery to be employed 
in the conflict. Guns were com- 
mitted in the battles of Colenso 
and Spion Kop. Beyond praise 
from Queen Victoria, the gun- 
ners were immortalised by 
Rudyard Kipling who wrote 
that the sailors had “trundled 
their way to heaven to the tune 
of four point seven”. 






His father 
never talked of 
War exploits. 


utter 
shame I never found 
out more from him, 
he added. 

As it stands, the 





field emorial is 
yet complete, but 
the 240-strong Field Gun 
ners Association intends 
to raise £48,000 to add a 
bronze statue of a gun- 
ner 

That fund-raising be 
gan with £5,000 presented 
by the parents of Simon 
Price fr the Isle of 
Wight, a former gunner 
who died in 2002 

Simon was instrumen: 
tal in setting up the Field 
Gunners Association. 














@ Bow wow: CINC Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, 
Lady Band and VT Shipbuilding managing director Peter 
Macintosh are dwarfed by HMS Daring's bow section 
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Cardiff’s 
name will 
live on 


www.navynews.co.uk 


TSC MSU RO ae Maltese 
a schooldays 
running since 1946 ~ a ship or submarine has to be 


deployed for more than four months, at which 

pornt Li Cur Roger Saynor and wort Janes FP O@CAH@G a 
Stewart, from Fleet Physical and Adventurous 
Training, set the wheels in motion. 





Megan Jones and Claire Leal. 

Despite some problems with customs clearance 
of equipment, frantic behind-the-scenes efforts by 
production co-ordinator Georgina Smith and the 
sound engineers ensured the show could go on. 

By that stage the performers had already visited 


TYPE 23 frigate HMS Somerset has enjoyed a 
well-earned break from duties in the Northem 
Arabian Gulf by visi Doha in Qatar. 

One of the highlights was the Combined 
Services Entertainment (CSE) show staged for the 
ship's company in the Marriott Hotel 





the C: 

























at school 


HMS CARDIFF was due back in 
Portsmouth from deployment as 
Navy News went to press, having 
secured an unusual honour. 

The Type 42 destroyer, which is 
due to decommission next year after 
her final deployment to the 
Mediterranean, has spent the past six 
months in the South Atlantic and off 
West Africa. 

While the ship was at_ Freetown 
in Sierra Leone, around 100 of her 
ship’s company carried out building 
work at a local school 

And the country’s president, 
Ahmed Kabah, was so impressed 
that he ren: the institution in 
their honor 

Hill Station P y 
now preceded by the name Cardiff 
as a thank-you for the building and 
fitting-out Of four brick classrooms 
over a week in June. 


The President may have 
been encouraged by a 
touch of nostalgia ~ years 
ago he studied at University 
College, Cardiff, part of the 
University of Wales. 


The destroyer's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Mike Beardall,. said: 
“HMS ‘Cardiff is extremely proud 
and honoured to be recognised by 
the President and school in this way, 
The ship's company who worked 
at the school did tremendous job in 
extreme heat, and we are delighted 
that the ship's name will live on in 
Sierra Leone. 
Cardiff sailors also lent a hand at 
Casa Jimmy's, an orphanage in 
de Janeiro set up by Jimmy Page of 
Led Zeppelin fame, while the ship 
was in South America. A bundle of 
donated gifts was also handed over. 
‘ardiff spent three months on 
patrol in the Falklands, and proved 
particularly memorable for CPO. 
Nick Pocock, who won top prize in 
the ship's raffle ~ a flight over the 
islands in an RAF Tornado. The 
draw raised £400 for the ship's char- 
ity, Craig ¥ Pare school in Cardiff. 


No penguins 
on Dartmoor 


SAILORS from survey ship HMS 
Endurance have been exploring the 
wilds — without the penguins. 

The party of 14 took advantage of 
the ship's lay-up for refit to spend 
five days adventure training around 
the Dartmoor area. 

But the weather was all too famil- 
iar to those used to the Antarctic, the 
only respite from the cold coming 
from the occasional Devonshire 
cream tea. 

The Red Plum is now training off 
the South West, and is due to head 
south in the New Year. 
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The show included performance 








Top Cat, 





ompan 


by comedians 
Colin Cole and Ed Byrne, music was provided by 
by dancers Julie Chitty, 


exploring the frigate — th 





the ship, meeting some of the ship's company and 


useful information to use later in the show. 





re 





medians gathering 


Somerset is now back on patrol, and is due to 
hand over to HMS Marlborough this month before 
returning to Devonport in time for Christmas. 


Royals involved ina 
Rhumba in the jungle 


@ A Royal Marine of 3 Commando Brigade on exercise in the jun- 





gles of Ghana 





Picture: POYPHOT) Tam McDonakd (3 Cdo Bgde) 


ROYAL Marines have been 
training in the heat of the jun- 
gles of Ghana — and have 
been impressed by the 
do attitude” of their Af 
counterparts, writes Sgt Stan 
Bloomer RM. 

Elements of 3 Commando 
Brigade took part in the bilateral 
Exercise Western Rhumba, 250 
of them from the Brigade 
Reconnaissance Force (BRF) 

The BRF is a group which 
tors enemy activity, surveys be 
and helicopter landii 
obtains information on obstacles 
such as cliffs and minefields 

It is capable of operating days 
ahead of the main force, and 
demands high levels of soldiering 
skills, bravery and determination 

They go in by parachute, heli 
copter or boat, which requires spe 
cialist training. 

Western Rhumba took place in 
arduous conditions in the Ghanaian 
jungle, near Achiase in the south: 
west of the country, and will help 
maintain the Corps’ ability to fight in 
any environment, be it desert, moun- 
tain, cold or ju 

Lt Col M. Smith, Commanding 
Officer of the Command Support 
Group of 3 Cdo Brigade, said 
“Ghana's Jungle Warfare School is 
an ideal location, and the excellent 
support we have received from the 
Ghanaian MOD has been most gen 
and is essential to the con. 
duct of the deployment.” 

Ghana was chosen not only for its 
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Boffin boost for Action Stations 


THE interactive learning centre for 
youngsters interested in the Navy has 
been given £900,000 to create a new 
science gallery 

Action Stations in Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard will install 35 
new exhibits and displays looking at 





© Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir James Burnell-Nugent with 
his wife Mary outside Buckingham Palace after the Navy's 


the technology which drives the 
Fleet, in particular propulsion, com. 
munications and navigation systems. 
The money comes from the 
ReDiscover Fund, a spin-off of the 
Millennium Commission, and Inter- 
Action is due to open next summer. 
“We are elated at being awarded 
such a magnificent grant and we look 
forward to offering our visitors a fan- 
tastic new science and technology 
experience,” said Action Stations 
general manager Barbara Barnes. 
Meanwhile, Action Stations’ near 
neighbour, Mary Rose, is hitting the 








road on a tour of the UK. 

Not the wreck itself, but artefacts, 
real and replica, to enhance under 
standing of the ship and her age. 

Purpose-made “seamen chests’ 
have been dispatched around the 
country by courier firm DHL to 
schools — Tudor Britain is one of the 
core subjects in the National 
Curriculum for pupils of junior: 
school age. 

Among the items in the chests are 
wrist guards for archers, arrow spac- 
ers, a bleeding bowl, peppermill and 
cating utensils. 





jungle but because of the stability of 
the government ~ the UK maintains 
strong links with the country, and the 
local Armed Forces offer much in the 
way of expertise. 

“The Royal Marines have been 
impressed not only with the facilities 
offered but also the ‘can-do’ attitude 
of the Ghana soldiers,” said Sgt 
Bloomer. 

The deployment was conducted 
throughout September, with a final 
exercise at the beginning of last 
month 

The heat and humidity of the envi 
ronment put the troops under stress, 
testing their willpower and determ 
nation. 

It also helped foster relations 
between the Ghanaian forces and the 
UK Services = the African nation’s 
Defence Minister noted that “the 
British Armed Forces could be 
described as the mother of the Ghana 
Armed Forces ... these foundations 
have now been built upon and 
improved by Ghana.” 


And the Royals hoped 
that not only would they 
learn from their hosts, but 
that they could also pass on 
skills to the Ghanaians. 


One highly-successful element of 
the deployment was the building of a 
new school by Royal Engineers from 
59 Ind Cdo Sqn RE from Chivenor in 
North Devon. 

On a suggestion by the CO of the 
Jungle Warfare School, Lt Col Bob 
syska, the Officer Commanding 
BRE, Maj Andrew Fergusson RM, 
took the chance to build a modem 
facility for 120 children and five 
teachers was completed in four weeks 

The headmaster of the school said: 
“The children are so delighted. 
Education is very important in 
Ghana and all the children know that. 

“They love to go to school and 
this building will make a real differ- 
ence to them and their futures.” 

Also taking part were Recce 
Troops from 42 Cdo RM, 45 Cdo 
RM, Forward Observation Officers 
from 148 Battery RA, boat support 
from 539 Assault Squadron RM and 
helicopter support from 846 Naval 
Air Squadron of the Commando 
Helicopter Force. 

There were also reconnaissance 
elements from the Royal Netherlands 
Marines Corps. 





























reunion 


MORE than 400 former staff and 
pupils ~ including five headmasters 
gathered at a reunion of Tal 
Handaq, the old RN Secondary 
School in Malta. 
Around 450, 
countries including — Canada, 
Malaysia and Australia, travelled to 
Coleme in Wiltshire to recall their 
days in the school, which closed 
more than 25 years ago 
Tal Handag provided secondary 
ion for chil 
as well 


ns serving in 





representing ten 














and some junior educa 
dren of British Servicer 
as children of civil 
Malta between 1947 and 1978. 

The reunion association is now in 
contact with 2,200 members, but is 
always happy to hear from others 
who spent time at the school — on 
their books are some married cou 
ples who met while teenagers at the 
school, and others who have rekin- 
dled old friendships and since mar- 
ried. 

‘The chairman of the organising 
committee Rog Wilkin said of the 
attendane @ testament to the 
happy memories we have of our 
childhood and teenage years in 
Malta, the excellent schooling 
we received at th time, that so. 
many who attended the school are so 
enthusiastic about meeting up with 
old friends and the masters who 
taught them, 

An associated website is at 
www.tal-handaq. freeserve.co.uk 


Reservists 
march to 
new Vivid 


ROYAL. Naval Reservists from 
HMS Vivid have marched fro 
Mount Wise to their new home in 
Devonport Naval Base: 

Led by a Royal Marines Band 
from HMS Raleigh and a ceremoni: 
al guard from Vivid's ship's compa- 
ny, the march marked the start of the 
rededication ceremony. 

Commanding Officer Cdr Andrew 
Crawford said: “All Naval Reservists 
identify with their parent unit and 
take great pride in representing that 
unit when working alongside their 
regular Service counterparts. 

“To have that home within the 
heart of operations in the South West 

exciting prospect for us all.” 
Naval Base Commander 
modore Andy Mathews, the 
guest of honour at the ceremony, 
said: “Lam delighted to see HMS 
Vivid move into the Naval Base 

“The Royal Naval Reserve is an 
integral part of the RN and we look 
forward to supporting HMS Vivid as 
it continues its excellent work in 
recruiting, training and administe 
ing the Reservists of today and the 
future. 

Vivid has 210 personnel who live 
around the South West, with skills 
ranging from medical to logistics. 


















































Sailor revealed as Man Who Never Was 


A SAILOR who died in a wartime acci- 
dent is believed to be the mysterious 
*Man Who Never Was" 

‘The unidentified body of a man was 
used in a bold intelligence plan in 1943 
to mislead the Axis powers over inva- 
sion plans in the Mediterranean. 

The body was dressed in a Royal 
Marines uniform and a new identity cre: 


swallowed the bait 

As a consequence, defences at Sicily 
were lighter than might otherwise have 
been — Operation Mincemeat led the 
Germans to strengthen Sardinia instead. 

‘The body was for years thought to 
have been that of Welsh vagrant, 
Glyndwr Michael, who died of pncumo- 





Principal Personnel Officer received his KCB from the Queen nia —a death which resembled drowning 
Picture: LAPHOT) Darby Alen ated for him. But now the identity has been 
-: ‘The new Major Martin was revealed as John Melville, known as 
j given an instant history, even Jack, a sailor who died when aircraft car- 
down to a photo of his girl- rier HMS Dasher, blew up in Scotland 
friend, theatre tickets and a possibly caused by an aviation fuel leak. 
@ Commander-in-Chief Fleet Admiral Sir letter from his bank manager. John's daughter Mrs Isobel Mackay 
Jonathon Band was guest of honour at the The body was slipped into and her son have visited Cyprus to take 
opening of Warspite Building at the sea off Spain from subma- part in a memorial ceremony on board 
Collingwood. rine HMS Seraph, and word patrol boat HMS Dasher, part of the 
The new building provides warfare sent round that a plane carry- Cyprus Squadron, when a wreath was 
training within the Maritime Warfare ing the staff officer had cast into the sea in honour of a man who 
School, and is named after the battleship. crashed into the sea. died while serving his country — and still 
Within the building is the Ramsay As planned, the body was did his bit even after his death. 
Tactical Floor, honouring Admiral Sir found by the Spanish, where The story of Mincemeat was filmed 
Bertram Ramsay, Naval Commander-in- Germans were allowed to see as The Man Who Never Was. 
Chief for Operation Overlord in June 1944. the decoy information in a And the wartime enigma has appar- 
The building provides personnel sup Warspite Building. which cost around briefcase chained to his wrist. ently been solved by Naval histonans 
port, including medical and dental facili- £4 million, contains nine Command train: Monitored Enigma signals John and Noreen Steele in research for 
ties, for the Maritime Warfare School. ers. proved the Germans had their book The Secrets of HMS Dasher. 

















TED Briggs, the only living survivor of 
the sinking of HMS Hood, has opened the 
new Personnel and Administration Centre 
at HMS Collingwood which bears the 
name of his old ship. 

Mr Briggs was one of only three who 
were saved from a ship's company 
more than 1,400 when Hood sank on May 
24 1941, having been struck a fatal blow 
during a duel with the Bismarck and Prinz 
Eugen, 





























@ Mrs Isobel Mackay lays a wreath on the sea from HMS 
Dasher in Cyprus in honour of her father John Melville - 
believed to be ‘the Man Who Never Was’ 

Picture by Cpl Will Craig (Army) 
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There ain't nothing 
like a war game... 
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THERE was added realism — and pOigaaney © “You must realise. Sipke gets (he damenee Mae epoca teed 
to the terrorist scenario included for the practise antiaireratt gunne vill 


first time as the Royal Navy exercised with its 
allies. 
after terrorists struck at Australian interests 
in Jakar able RN forces lined up with comrades 
from Au Malaysia, New Zealand and Singapore 
for Exercise Bersama Lima in the South ¢ 

War games staged as part of the Five Powers Defence 
Agreement have been run by the Commonwealth nations 
since the agreement was signed in 1971 to protect the 
Malay Peninsula and Singapore. 

This ye nter-terrorism and interdiction ope 

s by se ‘ercepting and boarding suspicious ves 
sels—were included to take into account the global terror 
threat 

Destroyer HMS Exeter and her accompanying tanker 
escort RFA Grey Rover, returning to the UK after a Far 
East deployment, were joined by new survey ship HMS 
Echo, RFA Diligence and the Fleet Diving Group, plus 
the staffs of the UK Battle Staff and 2nd Mine Counter 
measures Squadron to form the RN contingent of more 
than 3,500 personnel drawn from the five powers. 

Thirty warships, two subma nd 60 aircraft were 
deployed in all 

The United Kingdom's forces are co 









































waters around the idyllic island of Tioman 





mitted to combating terrorism — not just ir 
Trag and Afghanistan ~ but across the glob 
said CINC Fleet Admiral Sir Jonathon Band, 
who visited Lima. 

This exercise has been a quantum leap 
forward in many crucial areas, including 
inter-operability and maritime counter-ter 
rorism operations. We share a common 
determination to safeguard security in the 
on. 
While Exeter provided air defence ~ in- 
cluding loosing a Sea Dart missile ~ Austral 
ian FI8 Hornets prowled the skies, and on 
the surface Echo carried out environmental 
surveys. 

But spare a thought for the Fleet Diving 
Group, whose ‘arduous’ task it was to train 
with comrades from four different nations in 


























the setting for the Hollywood musical South 
Pacific 

“This is what we all joined the branch for 

diving in a minefield isn’t that great, and 
the visibility is only as good as Horsea Island 
lake, but the opportunity to dive on some of 
the reefs and wrecks was an excellent expe- 
rience. We were living on a beach in ham- 
mocks surrounded by rainforest,” said LD 
Richard Ellis. 

Lt Andy Stevens of Fleet Diving Group 2 
added: “In the past this has been described 
as a diving expedition in paradise. The par- 
adise part is still true, but this exercise is a 
professionally-condue nd extremely 
challenging one. It’s been great to work with 
our counterparts,” 

RN leads NATO exercise, p16 














© /f paradise is half as nice, it'll be very nice indeed: The Fleet Diving Group comes 

shore on Tioman with support ship RFA Diligence in the background and (left) Malay- 
sian corvette KD Laksamana Muhammad Amin leads the Five Powers’ task force on 
patrol in the South China Sea 








Pictures: LA(Phot) Luis Holden 
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Rare showing e ial ard ina or FS ec et to right) by ITS Gazzana, HNLMS Amsterdam, HMS Kent, HNLMS Karel Fliers’ Skill 











for Victory’s a a ae 
historic sail 


THE “Turin Shroud’ of the Royal 
Navy, HMS Victory’s foretopsail 
from the Battle of Tra 

be on show to the 
for the first time in se 
2005, 

The sail, still pockmarked with 
the scars of the clash with the 
French and Spanish flects, was last 
displayed in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard during the International 
Festival of the Sea in 1998. 

Since then further conserva- 
tion work has been carried out on 
the artefact by experts working 
with the RN — Nelson's flagship 
remains a commissioned warship, 
today serving as the flagship of the 

cond Sea Lord. 

As part of the bicentennial com- 
memorations of the battle, the 
will get in the 
controlled environment which is 
its home on the top floor of Store- 
house No,10, part of the Royal 
Naval Museum in Portsmouth, 

A lift will be provided to the 
floor allowing disabled visitors 
to sée the sail, which will be on 
display between March and the 
end of October. 

Also as part of bicentenary 
events, the museum is showcasing 
the “Trafalgar roll’, which is the 
result of two decades’ research by 
«# couple of historians into as many 
of the men and women who served 
at the battle as possible. 

The muscum already holds a 
Victory roll detailing the flagship's 
complement on the day of battle, 
but the expanded roll will address 
the omission of other vessels and 
their crew who pl 
the B ry 
ad HMS Warrior is spend 
the month in dry dock for the 
first time in a decade as part of an 
overall overhaul of the warship, 

The ship, since the late 1980s a 
tourist attraction in Portsmouth 
Harbour, was going into dry dock 
‘on October 30 to allow her hull 
to be repainted and maintenance 
checks to the parts of the ves- 
sel normally hidden below the 
waterline, 

‘A new type of paint being used 
‘on Warrior means she should 
not have to be docked down for 
another 15-20 years 

Whilst in dry dock, Warrior's 
berth will be dredged to get rid of 
the silt which has accumulated in 
the past 10 years 


Nautical aviation 
captured on 
canvas 


PORTSMOUTH'S central library 
is hosting an exhibition of art 
focusing on aviation and the sea 
produced by the Solent Aviation 
Art Society 

The free exhibition runs from 
November 1-13 and follows on 
from a successful displa 
work at the former HM: 
site in Lee-on-the-Solent 
























































































Sardiias ‘the Royal Navy re- 
turned to the finish the job it 
never started, 

The island was famously car- 
ate for ‘invasion’ under the 
nto dupe the Axis Powers in 
{943 over Allied intentions in the 
region. (Sicily was the true target). 

‘And 61 years on NATO planners 
decided to launch an invasion of 
their own to test the Allied nations’ 
new Response Force, 

‘The result been Exercise 
Destined Glory, a two-week ‘war’ 
for the Malian island, including 
live firing, waged by 11 friendly na- 
tions. 

The RN 
was led by 
scorted 


































te HMS Kent, plus REA For 
rye 

Sea Harriers of 801 NAS provid- 
ed the aerial punch, assisted by 
Kings of 771 and 849 NAS operat 
ing from the Fle: 

Merlins of 814 NAS 
to ‘hunt’ for submarine 

UK Maritime Force Commander 
Rear Admiral Charles Style over- 
saw the seaborne clement of the 
exercise, embarked in Invincible 
with his Battle Staff from Whale 
Island, 

Nearly 10,000 personnel, 47 ships 
and almost 50 were com- 
mitted to the © NATO's 
largest amphibious operation of 
the year. 









sent aloft 












The Response Force was formed 

following an agreement by NATO 
heads of state two yeu 

ended to mect the threats 

and challenges of the 21st Century 

~ from supporting counter-terror- 

to evacuations, 







thed its climax 
with two days of operations on the 
ground, in the 

around Sardini 
amphibious assault on the island's 
southern 

NATO di c 

NATO's Response Force is a 
credible force which is 
onstrate the Treaty 
resolve in the early stages of 
tenti: said Admiral Style. 

n expeditionary force 
which does not rely on having 
fixed operating base in a host coun- 
try.” 

Destined Glory is a milestone 
for the Response Force which has 
now achieved Initial Operational 
Capability 


@ Nice flares: A Sea Harrier of 
801 NAS takes evasive action 


V&W CLASS DESTROYERS 


HMS WINCHE 
HMS VANQUISHE 








TER (WAIR AA ESCORT) 1942 
R (LONG RANGE ESCORT) 1943 


HMS WINDSOR (EAST COAST CONVOY) 1943 
HMS VERSSUIEE (A BUILT) 1939 


Inc of P&P 
(UK Only) 


Replica model 
hand cast in metal 
and hand painted, 

mounted on a 

wooden plinth 

with brass 
q nameplate and 
hand made gift 
| box. The models 
measure approx. 


11” long. 


To order your model, send your name, address and daytime telephone number 


along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to: 


Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershi 

Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 230874 

Email: sales@skytrex.com 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 
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Web: www.skytrex.com 


PHONE FOR OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 








@ Sardinia tin: (Above) Italian submarine Gazzana is 
passed by Redbull, a Mk 6 Sea King of 771 NAS operating 
from HMS Invincible 





rewarded 


‘THE skill and courage of two 
Fleet Air Arm aircrews have been 
honoured by their fellow flies 











Rescue 193 of 771 NAS ba 
at Culdrose collected the Prince 
Philip Helicopter Rescue Award 
and HMS Endurance the Master's 





Medal for flying deeds above and 
beyond the call of duty as the 
Guild of Air Pilots and Air 
tors presented their ann 
at London's Guildhall. 

On October 29 last year, the 
Rescue 193 team of pilot Lt Cl: 
Donegan, observer Lt Paul Ding- 
ley and aircrewmen PO(AC) E 
Rigg and LAC Graham Hatch 
headed into foul weather condi- 
tions to rescue a lone yachtsman 
suffering neck and spinal injuries 
80 miles south-west of Culdrose. 
They found a 32ft yacht with 
very small winching area being 
tossed around in a 40ft swell. 

LAC Hatch was lowered and 
managed to grab on to the halyard 
and slid down on to the deck. 

He was immediately struck by 
seasickness and despite vomiting 
repeatedly, the aircrewman man- 
aged to place the casualty in a 
body position. 

As PO Rigg prepared to join 
his colleague on the yacht, a huge 
swell broke over the vessel, com- 
pletely submerging the senior rat- 
Ing. He was recovered aboard the 

id despite being visibly 
shaken by the ordcal voluntecred 
return attempt to board 
the yacht, which was successful. 

The boat was too small for the 
airerewmen to place the yachts- 
man on a stretcher so the fliers 
decided to wait for the arrival of 
the St Mary's lifeboat 

The casualty was transferred to 
the RNLI boat and the aircrew- 
men accompanied him into § 

ny to join their helicopter, 
which had flown in for refue! 
jon for the aires 
Throughout the seve! 
f-hour rescue, the crew 
ed exceptional courage, 




























































































own safety in 
conditions.” 


for its response to the loss of one 
of its two Lynxes in Fel 






in the southern Weddell Sea, 800 
miles from the South Pole, while 
setting up a fuel depot for British 
Antarctic Survey scientists, 









ynx wi 
ind a Royal Marine 
was on the scene 
within minutes, soon joined by 
Endurance's second Lynx, 434, 








range. In ever-worsen- 

ing flying conditions 434 safely de- 
ered the casualties to a i 

BAS Twin Otter for tra 












was recovered from 
ensuring both no. 
damage to the environment and 
allowing investigators to begin 
their work. 


Who wants to 
complete a 
questionnaire? 


RN and RM personne! 
their families should rn 












oblems 
jovember. 
The Continuous Attitude S 
is carried out every 
it is looking for th ary 
input of 5,000 serving personnel 
nd 4,000 spouses from across the 














dback — all anonymously 
provided ~ helps senior officers 
make financial and non-financial 
changes to the way the RN is run, 
hopefully improving things for 
personnel and their fa 

“The sui 


















said Capt Chris Rich- 
ds, deputy director of 
Management. 

The results have a direct input 
into RN policy, so it is important 
that we get a good response. 















THERE'LL be no hope for 
Scrooge in Portsmouth this 
Christmas with a surfeit of 
festive cheer to bring a smile 
to even the most dour 
humbug’-cr 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
is laying out a veritable feast of 
celebration with this year's Festival 
of Christmas from November 26 
to 28, 








Santa Claus himself is setting 
up home in the Dockyard for the 
Festival, and the roadways will be 
patrolled by stilt-walking fairies 

d elves, described as “eccentric 





cn by the organisers themselves 
with Jack Frost lurking in hidden 
doorways on the prowl 





The lanes and halls will be 
packed with stalls touting their 
wares for a busy Christmas market, 








offering everything from tradition 
al crafts to French cuisine 

Unlike the night before 
Christmas silence will not reign 
over Portsmouth, with carol con 
certs, music hall entertainment, a 
daily music programme and street 
theatre filling the Dockyard. 

The day runs from 10am to 
7pm, and a ticket will allow entry 
to all the attractions within the 
Dockyard including the historic 
ships HMS Victory, Warrior 1860. 
the Mary Rose, plus the Royal 
Naval Museum and hi-tech attrac 
tion Action Stations 

Tickets cost: £10 adults; £8 

over 60s; £8 — children aged 5 to 
15, They can be bought i 
from 023 9283 9766 or on t 














advance 
@ (left and right) Scenes from 
last year's Festival of Christmas 
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November 2004 


Nax: Roun 





for all former cadets 













wansea 10 be hak at the Unit HO 
Pilot House What 0 on Novernber 
6. Cont 1782 466777, 
01792 6 





a 


ardroomn 10 which ail 
@ served as CNO drafting. 









ations and support stall are warmly 
fnvited. Contact Car Robin Wain on 023 
Lt Chris Jennings on 23 

NURNU and HMS Example: Alumni 
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Morecambe Bay 
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on tape 


Navy News is available 
free of charge on tape 
from Portsmouth Area 


Talking News for those with 
difficulty reading normal 
type. Contact 023 9269 0851 
and leave a message with 
a contact number. No spe- 
cial equipment is required to 
play the standard 90-minute 
cassettes. 
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HMS Ark Roya: Bob Ch 
‘Ack Royal (V) trom early 1977 (Saver Jibdee) 
UW she decomwrissioned early 1979. He 
fra! commeaunreng BOOK phn ship sued 
Photies were borrowed never to be seen 
again. Can anyone help tim get a copy or 
pont him in the nght direction as how to get 
hold of one? (The publishers name would 
help.) Contact Bob Chapman on te 0121 
(GOA 3604 or emma: 10121 1227@baveyonCe 
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what hagsened on that dary 
was an ordinary seaman, aged 21 years 
from Norbury Surrey. Contact Robert 
Palmer on tet O1473 749135 of email 











USTs were struck by torpedoes on day 2, APainer!J7@btntemnet com. 
D-Day, 1944. Contact Joh Pearson. 20215 MMS Jamaica: The granddaughter of 
Holyils Oc NE. Bothed. Wa.USA 98011 the late Sidney Robanean is looking for 
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HMS Ceres: John Blea 
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Series 24, May 1955, we 
are trying 10 organee a reunon of those 
ex Tits who joned with thes entry. Date 
4 location of reunion not yet decided. 
contact Bob Futon, “The 

Drive, Minster, Kent 
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Up copaes at the National Museum 
1 recognme the contmbuton these men 
made i protecting the Maftese people and 
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Street, Floriana, Matta G.C. 
HMS Pelican: George has in his 
ponmensuon 9 smal cope ashtray wih the 
Crest of HAAS Pekan mounted) the Mackie 


He would be wiling to send i to anyone 
who is associated with Pelican. Contact 
George Wise on tet 01634 200222 oF erat 


Wee 9 Qacd com 
HMS Phoebe Associaton seeting 
a video recording of the 1970s warship 
series HMS Hero to purchase oF copy. 
Ad expenses wil be reimbursed. Prase 
reel Ferg honbe BONA) COM Of pe 
Secretary Roy Pavely 01235 211501. Viet 
cur webate www heraphcete CO ust 
Richard “Dickie” Douglas Scott: of 
Longtown new Cartels. Seeking formation 
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Calling Old Shipmates 


R31) 1946-58. 
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MOD ID Ca 
Contact Clive Holton on tet 020 8904 80: to obtain your special 
Peer ives boltornhacd C007 
WMS Walker, Brian i reaching h < discount off 
ow PEUGEOT car 


Water. Brian is trying to find detats about 


tarysales.co.uk 








VMS Walker around 1930, and also about 
George Knot. He would appreciate arty 
information. Contact Brian Conroy, tet 0193 
774700 oF eras: conroyo@tical co.uk 
HMS Warmor Reusch the hestory of 
WKS Wamior through the early years. Bato 
of Saintes 1782, Battie of Copenhagen 
wed also Jutland junder Netecn) 1801. Also 
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Specialist Legal Advice 
to Forces Personnel 


Personal Injury Claims 
House Purchases 
Wills 
Family & Matrimonial Problems 
Courts Martial 


ige! Burn and 


Gilbert Blades are well known for their 


se throughout the UK and Europe 


Contact 
Tean Butcher or Nigel Burn at 

BANK STREET, LINCOLN LN2 1DR 
Tel: (01522) 512345 

between 9am 


Wilkin 
Chapman 
Epton 
Blades 





| LEADING IN LAW IN LINCOLNSHIRE 


The Association of 
Royal Navy Offi icers 








In addivion to being a leading charity Membership benefits include 

for officers and their depend. * Many trade discounts including 

ants, ARNO is a membership RAC membership at £43 per 

association which is open to serving | 7" = Europe wide cover 

and retired commissioned officers of | 4. ule an mee - 

the RN, RM, QARNNS, former ‘biiesets tnd Georenta 

WRNSand their Reserves. The {also available online by secure 

association has 9,550 members for means) | 
whom it provides financial, social, and + Free financial, legal and property | 

| other advantages, the financial alone advice | 
giving savings which substantially * A mail redirection facility 

| 








‘exceed the annual subscription (£12 * A free “home exchange’ facility 


per annum or £180 for Life) + A.uniforms and swords for sale 


and wanted facility 
‘Vek: 020 7402 5231 * Sword knots at 2 fraction of the 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 


normal price (£15) 
*+ Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair 
and much more 





TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRETART, ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tce. LONDON W2 31P 
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Sisters side by sid 


THE FLEET’s two new assault ships have 
put to sea side by side for the first time. 

HMS Albion was joined in the English 
Channel by her younger sister HMS Bulwark 
as the latter conducted trials on the road to 
operational readiness. 

Albion, flagship of the RN's amphibious 
wing, was declared fit for front-line duties in 
the spring; Bulwark is some way behind her, 
having only arrived in Devonport for the first 
time during the summer. 

As the two 18,500-tonne assault ships 
steamed around the Channel, Albion's spon- 
sor, the Princess Royal, visited the vessel for 
the first time at sea (see page 20). 

Princess Anne spent four hours aboard 
Albion and beyond the usual formalities of 
meeting crew and dining with 75 members of 
the ship's company, she was also treated to a 
ride in the Royal Marines’ beach recovery 
vehicle, ‘The Beast’, in the ship's vast loading 
dock. 

The Princess left Albion with an unusual 
memento — a barbecue for her home, 
Gatcombe House, built by the engineerin: 
department and Devonport dockyard repair 
firm DML. It should work, too — similar 
designs were used successfully cong 
Albion's summer deployment to the USA. 

“It was a privilege to have the Princess 
Royal on board and especially nice that she 
made the time to get around the ship and 
meet peop in their places of work,” said LCH 

“Wurzel’ Warnes. 

Records on board Bulwark indicate that this 
was the first time that two RN LPDs have met 
at sea since January 1991 (HMS Fearless and 
Intrepid). The former Fleet carriers Albion and 
Bulwark would last have met at least 20 years 
before that. 

Members of the HMS Bulwark Albion & 
Centaur Association were also embarked for 
the day in Bulwark — for the first time in 35 
years. 


@ TOGETHERNESS: HMS Albion and 
Bulwark in company in the Channel. Inset, 
below: HMS Intrepid (left) and Fearless off 
Spithead in 1991 . Above: Chairman of HMS 
Bulwark Albion & Centaur Association Mike 
Noonan presents HMS Bulwark CO Capt Jerry 
Stanford with a framed association badge 


www. navynews.co.uk 

















Accommodation 








SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 


(excl. VAT) as effective from Ist June 2002 


DISPLAY 
£2,235 
£1,235 
- £699 
£13.85 


Full Page 
Half Page 
Quarter Page 

S.c.c. (min 3 cm) ... 


CLASSIFIED 


90p per word 
30wds. 


Lineage .. 





imum .. 
For Sale, Minimum 
Box number .. 


PENFRIENDS 
Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical Details available on request. 
Telephone: 023 9272 5062 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 


for a full Media Pack www.navynews.co.uk 





~- £3 


See details on page 34 





Garian House Holiday Flatlets 
Self-catering flatiets, near ind shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge, 
Cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family Or gi riend 


CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 
WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST - £100.00 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER ~ £80.00 
OTHER MONTHS ~ £70.00 LONG LETS - £60.00 
1st SEPT > Ist J 
POSIT PER 
IER HALF PRICE IF S s 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am — 4pm 
www.garianhouse.co.uk email:garianhouse@ntlworld.com 



























The Sunray Hotel 


Plymouth 
‘Xmas Shopping Special’ 


Book 2 nights and get a 3rd FREE! z 
Rooms from £25 per person per night 
Centrally Located 
~ 01752 669113 


XxTORQUAY* 
Westgate Hotel 


+ Licensed Bar ETBOOee 

* Family rooms available 

Close to seafront + shops 

+ H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 
Both Ex- 


Ex-Navy 
et 01803 295350 
Fax: 01803 213710 


FLORIDA Luxuriously furnished 5 
bedroom / 3 bathroom villa close to 
Disney & Golf, Heated pool & Spa, 
BBQ & table tennis plus communal 
pool & tennis court. For excellent 
rates call 023 92250720, 

cemail- enquiries@ 
shrovervillasflorida.com 
www.shrovervillasflorida.com 


barot 


LONDON - 

A QUIET, SECURE AND 
SENSIBLY-PRICED HOTEL IN 
CENTRAL LONDON 
Just 2 minutes from Heathrow Express 
at Paddington. Most reservations are 
recommendations because our guests 
foe! utterly at home with us 


For a brochur 
www.ashleyhotels.com or 
Tel 020 7723 3375 





MALTA, MSIDA. Very central 
Guest room in family house. All 
rooms self catering with excellent 
facilities, TV, en suite. Extremely 
comfortable, Airport transfer, 
reasonable rates. 

‘Tel/Fax 00356 21313797 


Go Online @ www.narynews.co.uk 








QORTSMOUT 
LADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose! 
HMS Warrior! 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour TY, 
TeatCoffce facilities, free house 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 


eQ- F-01752 229705 
Be 18-£25.00 
< nee 





Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 
If so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


Tel: 01436 831 272 


Chester Guest House 
54 Stuart Road, Pennycormeguick 


Ot 752 663706 









BAB from £18.00 - £25.00 per person 
= hurmbes welcome ~ 
onal chester Mymouth« heopeaworld com 


AO PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 
Friendly guest house, CTV's 
TeaCofce, C.H., mostly en suite 
2. From £18 pp. 








Posh 4 poster. Pa 
Edgcumbe Guest House 


50 Pier Street, West Hoe 
Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk 





Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

Station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, Imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 


Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 


e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 


CANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 


wu.canterburyhotelgy 


‘* Modern, Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front 
* 16 En-Suite Rooms Avai 
* Book Online ~ 
|Limited Car Parking Space Available] 


www.navynews.co.uk 
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Under new management 


| HAVE 





greed with my col- 
league, Cdr Hore (D2) that 
we should jointly craft an 
article for Di Corner as 
D4SM no lon; 

It has now been seven months 
since the transfer of Submarine 
Warfare drafting to the Warfare 
2 section, and things are 
g down very well 
e Submarine Warfare Drafting 
Officers are currently Lt Cdr Bob 
Villier (CSM) & (WSM) and Lt Cdr 
Derek Long (SSM) & (TSM). 

This, however, mi 






























ge for 





some S/M Warfare branches as we 
re-organise after our move to Jago 





Road in Portsmouth Naval Base at 
the end of the year. 

The largest part of the Submarine 
Warfare Drafting plot is held. by 
POWTE Jackie rd, who runs 
the drafting desk for WSM. 

POWTR Tracy Bale 








runs the 





Senior Rate (SSM) plot and 
POWTR Joanne Currie runs the 
Senior Rate (TSM) plot. 

The next stage in the process of 
re-organisation will commence in 
November this year when the non. 
technical Junior and Senior Ratings 
of the Fleet Air Arm, along with 
Regulators and PTS transfer to the 
D1 Division, 

AL the same time, non-technical 
Warrant Officers of the Fleet Air 
Arm, WOI(MAA)s and WOL(PT)s 
will transfer. 

Warrant Officers of the 
Submarine Warfare Branch will 
transfer 01 April 2005 after the 2005 
Warrant Officer promotions Boards 























Key contact numbers: 


Cdr B. Lambert 
Cdr R.C. Hore 

Lt Cdr R. Villier 

Lt Cdr P.T. Gunther 
POWTR J. Lingard 


POWTR T.M. Nice 
(tbrb WO2WEA Dunkey) D2WESMI 


POWTR T. Bale 
WO2MEA Rogerson 
POWTR J. Currie 


ADICI 


ADIB 
D2MEMSM1 
ADIBA 


DI 93844 2494 
D2 93844 2574 


93844 2452 
93844 2043 
93844 2489 


93844 2519 
93844 2442 
93844 2575 
93844 2529 
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Tate BY (@fe| a ae) e-)) 










reported. 
ince the transfer of Submarine 
drafting 1, along with a number of 
my staff, have been out and about 
meeting and briefing the Submarine 
fraternity in both Devonport and 
Faslane. 

A number of roadshows for both 
jeneral Service and Submarine 
Warfare personnel are planned in 
the base ports during the next few 
months; full details will be pub- 
lished as dates and venues are 
finalised. 

1 look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible during the 
next few months. 

‘There have also been some sig- 
nificant changes on the submarine 
engineering front. 


Not only has the drafting 
responsibility passed from 
D4 to D2 but also Lt Cdr 
Dave Hubbard has retired, 
having provide many years 
of sterling service as the 
ME(SM) Drafting Officer. 

His plot has been taken over by Lt 
Cdr Paul Gunther (D2ESM) who is 
now responsible for the drafting of 
all submarine engineering rates, ME 
and WE, from Able Rate to WO2. 

To help him manage this larg 
and complex plot he will, in the 
future, be assisted by two WO2s, 
one MEA(SM) and one WEA(SM). 
So, there will be a Subject Matter 
Expert on each of the submarine 
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Exit 


DRAFTY D 





‘Now they tell us there's a Cup match in town today!’ 


engineering drafting desks. 

This will be of considerable ben: 
efit to the individual when consider- 
ing career management 

The WO2MEA is already in and 
the WO2WEA will be in post by the 
end of January 2005, 

D2ESM welcomes the opportuni 
ty to host the management teams of 
submarines and shore establish: 
ments for drafting visits to NDD, 
which prove to be very successful, 
achieving much that cannot always 
be achieved over the phone 

In addition, a drafting presenta 
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tion to units can be arranged and 
also to conduct a “Drafting Clinic’ 
where individuals can consult the 
Drafting Officer on a one-to-one 
basis. 

However, it is important that the 
numbers attending such presenta 
tionvel e sufficient to justify 
the travel costs incurred and 
D2ESM’s time out of office 

But don’t forget that really good 
information can be obtained from 
your local Regional Drafting and 
Career Advisors (RDCA) where 
updates on career pl 2 and 




























from Fleet on an annual Submarine 
Engineering Manpower Roadshow 
that provides a comprehensive 
update on all manpower issues. 

Individuals get the chance to ask 
the team questions on any manpow 
er matters that may be concerning 
them, 

So if you missed the one in July 
of this year, make sure that you do 
not miss next year 














Specially reduced prices for a limited period only! 
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‘The skipper’s thought up some career 





NEWSVIEW 


Love affair that 
needs rekindling 


Tevet are currently two new organisations working 





towards a broadly common aim — boosting public 
awareness of our dependence on the sea. Not to 
mention many, much longer established ones. 

The two newcomers unfortunately have very similar 
names, but hopefully this will not serve to muddy the 
waters, because there is great enthusiasm among all 
the participants. 

SeaBritain 2005 is a year-long festival “to celebrate 
Britain's long love affair with the sea” that takes advan- 
tage of the bicentenary of perhaps the most significant 
event in that affair, the Battle of Trafalgar which also 
saw the demise of Britain's best-known and best-loved 
real-life romantic hero. 













tance of the sea to us all, its significance in our history, 
and the many ways it touches our lives in Britain today. 

SeaVision UK has much the same motives, but is 
looking to a longer term campaign. Because there are 
signs in some areas that the love affair is starting to 
cool off a bit. 

While bursts of passion still spill forth, as witness the 
remarkable growth in the boat building business in 
recent years, the fact that, as the Princess Royal has 
said, the sea is for most people simply identified with 
leisure pursuits, is profoundly regrettable, suggesti 
that, in general, the lovers otherwise no longer find they 
have much in common. 

Some guidance is urgently required — because clear- 
ly even a short-term rift would be disastrous. When it is 
realised how very much we depend on the sea for 
almost all our trade — and how much that trade is pro- 
tected by the Royal Navy — the need for a stable rela- 
tionship is obvious. 

SeaVision is looking to the future of both Britain's 
young people, in raising their awareness of the variety 























sea itself. In particular, conservation was once often 
seen as opposing the needs of commerce and leisure. 
That is certainly not always the case — and it is high 
time both parties reached a better understanding 


Zimbabwe short 
of Xmas cheer 


Te POIGNANT letter from Shipmate P. G. G. Clark 






unable to afford to send them Christmas cards this 

year owing to rampant inflation in Zimbabwe (see pages 6 
and 29) underlines the plight of many of our ex- 
Servicemen there, whose pensions have thereby been 
greatly eroded. 

We understand that membership of the Forces Pension 
Society has been open to all ranks since July 2002 — but 
overseas veterans may not be aware of this. They should 









South Lambeth Road, Vauxhall, London SW8 1RL. 










The organisers hope to raise awareness of the impor- 


of careers in the maritime sector, and of the future of the 


of Bulawayo RNA, telling all his friends that he will be 


write to Lt Cdr David Marsh, the Pensions Secretary, at 68 


www.navynews.co.uk 


rewards you'll get if we don’t weigh anchor chop chop!’ 





tia Working for a 


www.seavisionuk.org 





Ithough 95 per ce 
of the UK's trade 
goods come and go 
by water, most 
cople only see the 
sea as “something they do on 
holiday”. 

The Princess Royal told the first 
Sea Vision Forum at_ Regents 
College, London that this was the 
y figure to concentrate on 
‘ause it's simple and so we 
stand a better chance of getting the 
message of the sea’s importance to 
the UK across. 

As Patron of Sea Vision UK, a 
campaign started two years ago to 

romote the country’s maritime 
future that has already brought 
together over 100 related organisa: 
tions, Princess Anne said next 
year’s bicentenary celebration of 
Nelson provided an_ excellent 
‘opportunity to promote the wider 
range of Britain's maritime inter. 
ests. 

“Whatever the rest of Europe 
thinks about celebrating Trafalg: 
it is jolly good for sea vision,” she 
quipped. 

Chairman of the Sea Vision 
core group 
gg said it was vitally impor 
tant to capture the im: 
young people to at 
carcers in the maritime sector. 

“We are still the world’s 
fifth largest trading econo- 
my and we are the largest 
maritime cluster in Europe 
with over 250,000 people 
employed in the industry,” 
he said. 





















































In answer to a question from 
RNA_ president Rear Admiral 
John McAnally, he admitted that 
Se so far ed 
only “modest” publicity at a 
national level. He called for all 
interested parties to lobby the 
regional press to “take the lead 
and feed into the nationals” and 
foresaw that it would in time make 
“a major impact”. 

The most upbeat contribution 
came from former Hydrographer 
Rear Admiral John Clarke, now 
Chief Executive of the British 
Marine Federation that provides 
services to the boating industry. 

This had scen 45 per cent 
growth in the past five years, he 
said. 












“We have a fantastic industry — 
contrary to all public perceptions 
about manufacturing, there is a lot 
going on in this sector, not only in 





new vision 
of the sea 


ower boating but also in niche sail Other main points of emphasis @ Global warming and the need 
to understand the world’s ecosys- 
tems have made re id the 
study of the marine environment a 


high priority 


pat manufacturing.” were: 





Keynote of the forum, repeated 
by speaker after speaker, was the 
need for close _co-ope 
betwen all the organisations repre 
sented — including the Royal Navy, 
which had seconded staff to Sea 
Vision UK ~ to build up the cam- 
paiogn for the long term 


© We are technological leaders 
in offshore oil and gas extraction 
50 million people travel to, 
m and around the UK by ferry 
cach year 
@ London is the world centre 
for maritime financial and legal c 
services the economy 





contribution to 


(@ WORKING TOGETHER: Sea Vision UK Patron The Princess Royal helps prepare the 
Christmas pud mix on board HMS Albion (see page 18). The Princess had earlier also been 


invited on board HMS St Albans when the Type 23 frigate paid a visit to Malta to mark the 
40th anniversary of the George Cross island's independence (see page 4). And on October 
21 she was at HMS Excellent, Whale Island, Portsmouth to officially 
Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief Fleet. 
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‘The extreme gallantry of the 
Royal Marines stands forth’ 


UNDER a grey sky and 
riding the choppy waves, 
Reuter’s special corre- 
spondent Arthur Oake- 
shott struggled to file a 
despatch as the shells 
cane crashing down. 
in unforgettable sight 

g craft be: 
hundreds of men wearing gr 
rets ~ the men of the famous Royal 
ines. They were all singing 
singing, going through the hell 
e and shell and flying metal,” 
Oakeshott wrote. 

“This was not a kid glove war, 
and this is what I saw: horror upon 
horror, burning craft, craft battered 
and smashed, and dying men and 
nen of courage beyond all belief.” 

Oakeshott was not reporting off- 
shore of Normandy on June 6 1944, 
but five months later, off the coast 
of the Dutch island of Walcheren 

For seven days in November 1944 
the men of 41, 47 and 48 Comman- 
do, aided by their comrades in the 
Army and Canadian troops, fought 
for the low-lying island at the gate- 
way to the River Scheldt 
In the autumn of 1944, the for 
‘man sol 
arded Walcher 
en ~ stood in the way of the Allies 
continued advance into Holland 
and Germany 

Allied supply lines were becom- 

ing ever more stretched as the ar- 
mies advanced ever further from 
Normandy, which continued to be 
the hub of logistics. 
The Allies’ leaders eyed Antwerp 
4 solution, but the port would be 
less if the Germans continued 
to hold the approaches along the 
River Scheldt 

The approaches would have 
to be ch The result was Op 
eration Infatuate, the liberation of 
Walcheren. 

The Royal Marines were given 
the task of silencing the German 
coastal batteries which bore down 
on the Scheldt estuary around the 
small town of Westkapelle on the 
western tip of Walcheren 

It would prove to be the green 
berets last set-piece assault from 
the sea in the West — and a bloody 
one at that 

As the landing craft approached 
Walcheren on the morning of No- 
vember 1, the defenders took a 
heavy toll 






















































































anding Craft 
Gun (Medium) ~ 102 was typical 
Engaging a gun battery south of 
Westkapelle to draw fire from the 
commando landings, his vessel was 
hopelessly outgunned and blew up, 
taking all 32 men down with her. 

LCF (Landing Craft Flak) 37 
also took a direct hit, exploding the 
magazine of 100,000 pom-pom and 
Oerlikon rounds 

Four out of five landing craft 
supporting the command 

Icheren became 
ties; 297 sailors and marines were 
wounded or killed, but the craft did 
their duty ~ they drew fire from the 
green berets storming the beaches. 

Nevertheless, for the men of 41, 
47 and 48 Cdo about to touch down 
on Walcheren, the approach was 
hellish 

Most of the 
Marines had landed 

early in’ the 

assault on 

Normandy 
nd 






























all of them thought that this little 








D-Day was far more terrifying than 
the big one,” said Major Wilfred 
Sendall 


41 Cdo landed first and quickly 
cleared Westkapelle ~ or what was 
left of it. 

Lt Col Eric Palmer, 41 Cdo's 
Commanding Off said that the 
destruction he witnessed on the is- 
land was “the most terrible we have 
seen anywhere”, 

He continued: “The town was 
burning and bits of houses were 
falling in the roadway. 

“We stormed on to Domburg. It 

was just after dark. The town was 
burning and the Germans were not 
expecting us ict we picked up 
some of them in the streets as they 
were coming in for an evening out 
with the girlfriends, They walked 
out with us instead.” 
8 Cdo followed 41 Cdo on to 
‘hes, but thrust south to 
climinate the battery which had 
taken a heavy toll of the landing 
craft, W13. 

The 










































ando was 








tered German units before head- 
ing for its objective along the coast 
The elements were as much of « 
hindrance as the enemy 


Ble she what it was like 
struggling through soft sand 
that clogged rifles and ma- 
chine-guns and filled your 
mouth, eyes and hair,” Maj 
Sendail remembered. 


Despite the terrain, as darkness 
fell, 48 Commando stormed ~ and 
took = the emplacement. By first 
light on November 2nd, the unit 
was a third of the way to Flushing 

47 Commando followed 48 mov- 
ing southwards down the coast. 

The men passed “a number of 
German prisoners, cold, miserable 
and very docile, huddled to; 
in a bomb erat 
single strand ba 
had been hastily 
officer Capt John Forfar recalled. 

47's task was to push on past 48 
and clear heavy German defences 
between Ze nd and Flushing 

As the men approached strong 
point ‘Carmen, the Germans 
opened fire with’ mortars. The re- 
sult was carnage 
“Eleven Marines lay dead and 11 
‘apt Forfar 









































was on fire, one with a phosphorous 
grenade burning at his belt. Anoth- 
er had been killed apparently whe 

one of his own grenades had been 
hit and exploded 

As night fell, the Germans fell 
k down the coast on another 
tery, WII, 47 Cdo's objective 
More than a day's fighting en- 
sued in taking ; by the end 47 
Cdo was at the end of its strength, 
with all five troop commanders ei- 
ther killed or wounded. 

By dark on November 3, WII had 
been silenced and with it the tough- 
est nut on Walcheren cracked. 

As 47 Cdo pushed south, Ger- 
man resistance crumbled until the 
men reached the southernmost de- 
fences where the area Naval com- 
mander meckly gave himself up 
when warned commandos were in 
front of him. 

“You will shoot @ 
me if you think I 
have not done my 
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ba 
























© Two members of an LCT crew 
watch fire ashore after landing 
Royal Marines and (right) Men 
of the ‘White Bread” Division 
are rounded up by the green 
berets 


All images © Royal Marnes Museum 


told his green beret captors. 47 
Commando were simply glad their 
part in the struggle for Walcheren 
was over 

By November 8 1944, the island 
was in Allied hands, and before the 
month was out the first Allied ship- 
ping arrived in Antwerp. 

The price paid for liberating 
Walcheren was high. The coastal 
village of Westkapelle, in the for 

of the Marines’ assault, was 
1 to the ground. Nine out of 
ten homes were destroyed and 215, 
inhabitants killed. 


47 Commando lost 34 of- 
ficers_and men killed, 41 
Cdo 16 dead and 48 Cdo 32 
men. Overall Allied casual- 
ties in the operation ran to 
more than 7,000 killed and 
wounded. 


The Royal Marines’ deeds at 
Walcheren were widely praised at 
the time ~ Churchill wrote that in 
the battle for the island “the ex- 
treme gallantry of the Royal Ma 
rines stands forth. Th 
idea was triumphant” ~ 
tle is overshadowed in today’s pop- 
ular conscience by D-Day, Arnhem 
and the Battle of the Bulg. 

The men of Walcheren deserve 
a better epitaph. But then the Brit- 
ish have always perhaps preferred 
































‘glorious “failure — the Charge of 
the Light Brigade, Dunkirk — to 





nonds once acidly commented: 
If the assault on Walcheren had 
failed, it would have been as 
mous today as the gallant airborne 
landing at Amhem.” 











™ Events commemorating Wal- 
cheren include a Royal Marines 
Memorial Day in Westkapelie 
and opening of a museum (Nov 
1); wreath-laying at Dishoek, 
Zoutelande and Domburg (Nov 
3); formal ceremony in Middle- 
burg (Nov 5) 


@ Marines of 41 Cdo 
advance through the 
ruins of Westkapelle 
towards its 
lighthouse 








White bread and 
hollow appeals 


HOLDING the shores of Walcheren 
in the autumn of 1944 was a mish- 
mash of German troops, drawn 
from the Army and Kriegsmarine. 

The core of the defence was 
provided by the newly-formed 70 
Infanterie Division. Nine out of ten 
men suffered from stomach ail- 
ments. As a result its soldiers re- 
ceived a special diet, chiefly white 
bread — a luxury given Germany's 
predicament at the time — earning 
the division the name the Brot- 
weiss, or ‘white bread’, Division. 

A month before the Walcheren 
landings, General Gustav-Adolf 
van Zangen, commanding Ger- 
man forces in the Antwerp sector, 
demanded of his men: “Each ad- 
ditional day that you deny the port 
‘of Antwerp and all its resources to 
the enemy will be vital. In this hour, 
the eyes of the German people are 
upon you.” 

Once the Allied assault began, 
the defenders of Walcheren were 
cut off from the outside world 
despite the Kriegsmarine's Com- 
mander-in-Chief, _ Grossadmiral 


@ Kari Dénitz declaring: “You are 


not fighting alone. With you is the 


§ entire Navy, in fact, the whole Ger- 


man nation which you are protect- 
ing by your dogged resistance.” 

Most of the German defenders 
surrendered rather than fight to 
the last; the ‘White Bread’ Division 
ceased to exist, its men dead or 
captured. 
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FOR the final time two of the Navy’s most trusted servants have made 


@ A graceful exit: HMS Glasgow, D8, glides under the Erskine Bridge 
on the Clyde for the final time, trailing her decommissioning pennant 
Pictures: LA(Phots) Terry Boughton and Brian Douglas 





IT WAS a golden morning. 
As the men and women 
in their Naval uniforms 
walked through the dark 
stone of the cathedral, 
people stopped them to 
offer their thanks. 
Bedecked in weighty gold 
chains, the elders of SZOW'' 
Trade Houses made solemn 
progress down the aisle while 
the bright sunshine shone 
through the words of their 
motto, crafted into a plate-glass 











welcomed the ship's company of 
HMS C ral, say: 





jasgow to the cathed 
foday is tinged with ; 
this is the last visit to Glasgow and 
the cathedral before she pays off in 
January.” 

To mark this final moment in 
the link between ship and city, the 
commanding officer Cdr Mike 










Vainhouse presented to the cathe- 
‘a white ensign to hang above 
aval memorial, along- 
the bell of the seventh 
Jlasgow, the World War II 
cruiser. 
These last days in her 
namesake city haye proven 













emotional for all connect- 
ed with the Type 





ticularly here in Glasgow, 
it has become more poignant,” said 
Cdr Wainhouse. 

For the CO himself the Type 42s 
have proven pivotal in his carcer, 
he served as. Navigator in HMS. 

" the early 90s. 
ised the spirit on board 
destroyer fleet: “Type 
















end up on, there are always other 
ve served with before.” 
ks of the ship, t 
sense of belonging is one with the 
Scottish city itself. 
It'sastonishing”, Cdr Wainhouse 
said, “wherever I go, whether in the 

















Golden goodbye in the 
shadow of the future 


cathedral or elsewhere, people have 
come up tome to. express: their 

thanks for what the ship has 
done over 25 years.” 

The night before the city’s 
Lord Provost Liz Cameron 
Presented the ship with the 
Loving Cup of Glasgow, 
given annually to the individ- 
ual of organisation that has 
done the most for the city 
~ this year to HMS Glasgow 
for continued service to the 
city. 

The ship open to visitors drew 
an cager crowd, queuing down the 
jetty long, before the first. “tourist 
was due to set foot on the Navy's 
retiring warship. 

More than’ 2,000 people paid 
their respects to Glasgow's own — 
Glasgow shipbuilders, former RAF 
and Army men, even one Glasgow 
veteran from her lucky escape in 
the Falklands Ws 

Many admitted that they had 
never visited her before but had not 
wanted to miss this last chance to 
see the old Type 42. 

David Collins, a retired school- 
teacher, was on board with his 
son and granddaughter: 
“I take my hat off to the 
av 


















re really appre- 
ciative of the Navy 
‘opening up the ship. 
Everybody thinks that 
it's really first-class 
= a magnificent ges- 
ture. 

“It’s good to know that 
we were on the Glasgow 

a late 20th century war- 
ship. 

But HMS_ Glasgow's 
time has come, and as 
the crowds queued to sce 
around her in  Yorkbill 
Quay, over the river the 
first destroyer of the 21st 
century is taking shape. 

Vast cross-sections of 
the Navy's future HMS 
Daring sit within BAE 
Systems’ shiphalls, while 
craftsmen labour on the 
‘Type 45 destroyer 





group from the cur- 
rent Tipe 42 had visited 
the BAE shipyards earlier 





in the week, gazing at the 
truncated passageways and 









touring their future mess decks. 

“The Type 4: y 
physical size of the beam, 
sive. They should certainly be a 
massive step up in capability,” said 
CPOMEA Tim Clubb. 

CPO Clubb looks back fondly on 
the Type 42s: “It'll be a sad moment 
to see them go. After 20 years in 
erved with them all 
re the most fun ships 








“It's the spirit of the people and 
vhat they're doing — these ships 
travel the world. 

“But machinery-wise, they are 
nearly 30 years old, It's like trying to 
use a \d car as a taxi ~ you 
can't get the spare parts. 

“It's time for them to go, but peo- 
ple are rightly fond of them.” 

For one man in the destroyer, 
OM Ben “Hucks’ Huckerby, when 
the ship flew her decommissioning 
pennant on entry to Portsmouth, 
there was an echo of his personal 
history - in 1979 his father WEM 
Mark Huckerby brought the ship 
out of build in Newcastle and down 
to her new Portsmouth home. 

These closing moments in the 
ship's life hit hard on CPOWEA 
Ian Watson ‘Dickie’ Baird. 

After six years on board C 

















in the Fleet’ said: “I've got a lot of 
good friends from here 

“Coming into Portsmouth in 
Procedure Alpha, I was. thinking 


about all the good times I've had. 

HMS Glasgow’s last entry took 
place just as Navy News went to 
press, and CPO Baird was firing the 
gun salute while the pennant flew 
and the ship said her last goodbyes 
to the seas she has known so well 

The affection and respect for the 
ship run deep. 

ike anything, it's 
something comes to an end, 
icularly on my watch,” said Cdr 
inhouse. “But it is right to move 
forward to the Type 45s, to be sen- 
timental about old technology but 
embrace the new.” 
's an old lady and she’s done 
well,” said CPO Clubb. 

They're right. 

As her youthful protégé waits in 
the wings for her first curtain call, 
the grand old lady deserves her 
final applause as she bows from the 
world stage. 





Ot good 




















HELEN CRAVEN and sister ship HMS Newcastle by RICHARD HARGRE 


®@ Bend it, shape it, just a little bit... Another view of HMS 


Affiliation’s 





WHEN the axe falls on a ship, the powers-that-be probably 
little realise that you lose more than just a hull in the water. 

Sure, you save X million pounds a year. 

But you lose the unquantifiable: the affiliations, the civic 
links, the pride, and, possibly crucially, a Royal Navy pres- 
gnce hundreds of miles from a heartland of the Senior 

ice. 

It was something which became all too apparent in New- 
castle and Glasgow as the destroyers bowed out in style. 

“Let's keep the spirit of HMS Glasgow going and think of 
the happy times that you spent on board,” said Allan Mercer, 
secretary of the Glasgow Association who has invited all 
D88 crew past and present to join veterans of the previous 
Glasgow, a cruiser, in the organisation. 

During the ship's stay on the Clyde, sailors made a bee-line 
for Kelbourne School for children with special needs. 

The destroyer has long-standing ties with the school and 
on this final occasion, crew arrived determined to spruce up 
the grounds. 

“It was the matelot version of Ground Force ~ no Charlie 
Dimmock or water features though,” explained LOM Steph- 
anie La Bianca. 

“It's been an insight. | was amazed by the outstanding 
facilities the school has. The staff were very friendly. 

“We did some weeding, gardening and tidying up the 
playground. 
ah lt Was very rewarding - you could tell we had done some- 

ing.” 

In Newcastle's case, there are recent affiliations ~ Marine 
Park School and its teddy bear mascot ~ and more long- 
standing ones, such as the Percy Hedley School. 

“The ship has supported us for 25 years,” said Percy Hed- 
ley appeals director Des Bustard. “That's half our existence.” 

‘Comments like that put a ship's importance into perspec- 
tive. 


Force for good? Yes, but not just in far-flung corners of the 
world. Force for good at home too. 

And what better advert for recruitment in the region? 

To be sure, the RNR and RMR both have high-profile 








rynews.co.uk 





emotional visits to their namesake cities. HMS Glasgow was joined by | 


AVES as the destroyers bade farewell to their adopted homes. 








by the Tyne amd Clyde; it's a tad 
more difficult to drive a ship into 
Coventry or Nottingham) 
“Wherever the ship went she 
took our city's name with her. 
She's our ship> and it's great 
to see her herre,” said Gerry 
Blackwell, once of the hundreds of 
people watchiing the final freedom 
parade. 

Links with tthe past have also 
been severed. 

Veterans from the previous 
Newcastle anid Glasgow — both 
cruisers ~ werre regular visitors to 
the destroyerts, and treated royally 
as such. 

“For us, thiss is the end of an era,” 
said Ray Yourng of the HMS New- 
castle Association, whose doors 
are now openi to D87 veterans. 

Ray sailed \with other ships, but 
his heart belongs to the Geordie 
Gunboat which he served in the 
mid-50s. 

“She always was known as a 
happy ship aind she was always 
the pride of tNewcastle,” said Mr 
Young, who liives in nearby Wash- 
ington. 

“The worsit part now is not 
knowing whern there will be a ninth 
ship to bear tthe name.” 


& Ship affiliattions request, p30 


establishments on Tyneside, but to city folk what matters is 
having a ship bearing the name Newcastle. 

There's notthing like parking 4,000 tons of warship slap 
bang in the miiddle of a city. (That's made all the more easy 








NORMALLY if you bring 
a bustling metropolis to 
a standstill you get jeers 
from passers-by and 
the angry blasts of car 
horns. 

Not a ripple of applause 
passing along thousands of 
people Mexican Wave-fash- 
lon. 

But then it’s not every day 
that sailors strut down your main 
street 

hoppers, office workers, bus 
and taxi drivers, children — they all 
stopped to pay their respects as the 
sailors’ boots clattered on the cob- 
blestones for the final time. 

This was the last opportunity for 
the 230 men and women of HMS 
Newcastle to parade through the 
Streets of their namesake city 
swords drawn, bayonets fixed. 

Officially, the ship is decommis- 
sioned in the new year; symbolical 

ly, her career 

















ended with 
this high 
profile visit 
to her birth- 
place. 

For six 
days, the 
Geordic 
Gunboat 
revelled in 
he spotli 





Turn on 
the TV and 
there _ was 
HMS_ New 
castle. And 
in the news 
papers. And 
on people's 
lips, from 
taxi drivers, 


to pub own 
and the 
who 


ers 
men 
built her. 

It_was on 
the Tyne at 
Swan Hunt 
ers yard that 
Newcastle 
entered the 
world in 
1973. 

Some who 
built’ _ her 
returned to 
watch sailors 


© Cdr Jeremy Blunden and Lord Mayor of Newcas- 
tle Clr George Douglas take the salute 


| 


ade through the streets for the 
last time, others to view the de- 
stroyer berthed at Spiller's 
Wharf on the north bank 
of the ‘Tyne — Newcastle 
couldn't get as close to 


the city centre as she once 


could (not, ast happens, a 
sign of middle-age spread, 
but Gateshead Millen: 
nium bridge now barring 
upstream). 
was sent off in 


who three decades ago built the 
ship. 

“But it is sad 
part of it.” 

He was one of hundreds of 
Newcastle folk who watched the 
crew march through the streets on 
a bitingly cold carly autumn d: 

The ship's company formed up 
in front of Newcastle's civic centre. 
a monument to the concrete-mad 
architects of the 1960s and 1970s, 
as Lord Mayor Cllr George Doug 
las inspected the Senior Service 
men for the last time. 

You are returning home to 
Newcastle,” he told them. “You 
have always been the pride of our 
city. You will not be forgotten. 

People have come to see you 
out of a love for your ship. 


“Newcastle has been a 
wonderful ambassador for 
her adopted city, the Royal 
Navy and the whole coun- 
try.” 

There is something abe 
castle; few, if any ships, have a 
stronger bond with their adopted 
cities (‘Shiny Sheff” and Sheffield 
is about the closest comparison). 

Which made the act of breaking 
that bond —returning the Freedom 
Scroll — all the more poigr 

For the past 26 years, the scroll 
has hun he cabin of the com: 
manding of 

Now it the sad duty of 
Neweastle’s final CO, Cdr Jeremy 
Blunden, to return the document 
to the mayor — another symbolic 
gesture signifying the ship's end of 
service. 

Itwill hang, given pride of place 
in the city's civic centre 

It is in good company. Nelson 
Mandela, former US President 
Jimmy Carter, Newcastle United 
football team, and England Rugby 
Union star Jonny Wilkinson are all 


you kind of feel 

















New 





























Geordie Gunboat will 
never be forgotten 


honorary freemen among others. 

There was at least one mem- 
ber of the ship's company 
glad the Freedom Scroll 
as been returned. It was 
WO George Boardman’s 
onerous duty to carry the 
document = protected by a 
Jarge glass frame — through 

the streets. 
‘When he finished, his 
ms were six inches long= 
one shipmate: com- 

mented. 

There was more to the ship's 
final visit home than formal c 
emonis (she also hosted First Sea 
Lord Admiral Sir Alan West and 
local movers and shakers). 

Sailors were given a tour of St 
James’ Park — the football side 
even took on the Magpies’ 











OW tHENISH HF 


me 


side (don't 

retumed their 
school (see page 
in the Great North Run, enjoyed 
a fly-past by the Red Arrows, ap- 


about the score) 
mascot to a loca 
10) took. part 





peared on TV show Ready, Steady, 
Cook, said farewell to the charity 
they have supported for 25 years 
(see page 8), 

Oh, and there was the odd run 
ashore, 

Throughout the RN, Newcastle 
is legendary for its hospitality 

“Off into town tonight?” 
sailor was overheard. 
“Yep. 





one 





iGunsiabiazre kane aes 
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In rig’ 
»0 right. 

free drinks.” 

For all the hospitality, for all the 
pageantry, for all the ceremonies 
and fun, this was a visit with 
undertones for sailors and 
alike. 

“The end of an era’ se 
the phrase on most people’s lips. 

People were asking us: “Why 
they getting rid of this ship? 
he’s a great ship,” said marine 

Lt Andy Leivers. 

She is, but her day has sadly 
gone. After a brief spell of navi 
gational training this month, the 
Geordie Gunboat begins her wind 
down. 

That is for the future. For now 
the memory of well-wishers lining 
the banks of the Tyne to say fa 


We're guaranteed 


med to be 















yas SHreN(eayes He ipa 





well to the ship are still fresh in the 
minds of the ship's company 

It's been a fabulous experi- 
ence, tinged with a certain amount 
of sadness,” said Cdr Blunden, 

Newcastle saw its ship for the 
final time. Let us hope there will 
be a new ship affiliated with the 
city before too long 

It's a wish borne by the city as 
well 

We are waiting for the day that 
we can have a ship to call our own 
again,” said Cllr Douglas. 
n this evidence, that day should 
be sooner rather than later. 
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At Your Leisure 





Pepys couldn't 





Suits you, Sire 


Although there was no official uniform for naval ratings until 
1857, naval captains tried to keep their ships’ companies looking 
similar and smart. A miniature version of the summer rig of the 
crew of the Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert was made for the 
future Edward Vil when he was five years old. The painting of the 
young Prince in his sailor suit by Winterhalter helped popularise 
this form of dress for children. The frock has watch stripes on 
both arms — they should be on one or the other, but it is thought 
the maker did not want to offend either the port or the starboard 
watch. 


~ From Treasures of the National Maritime Museum (NMM £25) 
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Kick the habit 


SAMUEL Pepys’ great personal diary ended in 1669 when he 
feared he was going blind. Although he never 
rable record again, he did resume the diary 
moments in his distinguished career. 
later writings have not been collected in print before, 


a compa- 
at various 


lege. idge. 
with versions of two journals previ- 
ously printed by the Navy Records Society and newly edited 
for a wider audience. 
Pepys Later Diaries (Sutton £20), edited by C. S. Knighton, 
jins where the main 1660-69 diary left off, with Pepys as the 
ing man in the ; 
Journal shows him 
tary enquiry after the Seoouay Duh War. Pepys exchanges 
banter with Charles ll, and argues his opponents into the 


ground. 

The next two diaries reflect Pepys's troubles during the 
Popish Plot. The King’s Bench Journal is a relatively formal 
record of Pepys's attempts to have his case brought to trial. At 
the same time he was negotiating privately with his accusers, 
as chronicled in Proceedings with James and Harris. Even here 
Pepys mixes serious business with his enthusiasms for food 
and drink, theatre and female company. 

In the Tangier Journal, which recounts the winding-up of 
England's first African colony, the characteristics of the great 
Diary are most fully revived. 

Finally, in the Diary of a Special Commission, Pepys is back at 
the Admiralty giving the fleet and the naval administration a 
much-needed makeover. 


HERE is a real dan- 


ger of information 
overload with the 
forthcoming 200th 
anniversary of Traf 
algar, to judge by the steady 
stream of books already flow 
ing by 





October 21, 2005 there may be 
_ left to say 
ere is not much new to say 
een nly, in _ Roy 
Trafalgar: The Biog) 
Battle (Littke Brown £20) but, 
newcomers to the story, if any 
there be, it is at least a clear and 
accessible account 

And it does give rare promi 
nence to the view from the Lower 
Deck and life onboard, which has 
been the subject of much revision 
in recent years 

Adkins also explains in depth 
the significance of the storm which 
fiately t 
and raged for seven days 

At the start of the battle 
British ships had faced 33 French 
and Spanish ones and afterwards 
‘only one French ship had blown up 
although many were severely dis- 
abled 

More ships were wrecked by the 
hurricane winds that followed ~ a 
further 18 of the enemy's com 
bined fleet. But through the sl 
and discipline of the British sailors, 























no British ships were lost. 

Remarkably, when the storm 
died down the Spanish came to the 
aid of the victors. They offered 
English prisoners their hospitals 
and consolation from their priests 
while women distributed food and 
wine on the beaches to English 
sailors wrecked there 


Their actions were probably @ SA/LOR IN A BLACK HAT: 
duc, Adkins says, in part to the — sketch by James Gillray on a 
widespread feeling in southern visit to Spithead 





Spain that they had been forced 
into the war by Napoleon's threats 
and that they held similar views of 
the Prench to those of the British. 
Dramatic persc 
inform Tim Clay f 
Craig's Trafalgar: the men, the 
battle, the storm (Hodder & 
Stoughton £20), some of it drawn 
from previously untapped archives 
in France and Spair 
The bestselling 












rs of Finest 
Hour, their account of the Battle of 
Britain, give weight to the coura 








geous behaviour of Nelson's 
defeated enemies. 
hese include Jean 


Jacques Lucas, captain 
of Redoutable, from 
which came the musket 
shot that killed Nelson 
tually came close to 
his flagship HMS 





and which 
capturing 
Victory 
(Redoutable’s 
sailorts were getting much the bet 
ter of the general firefight and a 
quarter of an hour after Nelson fell 
had almost cleared Victory’s decks. 
Lucas’s men were about to board 
when HMS Temeraire, out of con 








aidiers and 








D000 funny, this book 


When it comes to recording the deeds of the 
RN's more distinguished people after they have 











‘crossed the bar’ Navy Nev simply doesn’t have M HMY Brita: 
the spa ) them full justice “pel 
T A s, th Jevoti A 
The 2 “ Book of Naval Obituaries (Cirut 
Strect £17.99) edited by David Twiston D ffc 
1 0 = 
8 years. Al s ik yw 
‘ Gret Gus Britt 
k Bill S 








Mutiny of 1931 





Ginger Le Breton took part in the Invergordon 
yet survived to be commission 


ds 





Richard Trowbridge rose from boy seaman to Captain 





nia; Dicky Courage was the Navy's 
n jockey; and Niniar Elliott 
ina station and was sunk at 











Trafalgar by 
the truckfull 


trol, crashed into. Redoutable's 
bow and fired a full broadside of 
grape and canister into them. 
Almost 200 men were killed or 
wounded and in this one decisive 
Temeraire turned 
Redoutable from a ship about to 
fight for a prize to one now fighting 
for her life. She should have suur 
rendered immediately 
kept fighting). 

Then we have Louis Infernet, 
captain of the Intrepide, who led a 
death or glory’ ch ¢ to save his 
admiral when all was clearly lost, 
nd = Con pdore 
Alcala Galiano, 
Bahama 








but she 








Dionisio 
captain of 
an enlightened Spanish 
explorer who threw his ship into 
the thick of the action 




















ficed himself, even thor like 
fe seen 
gs about 
for which he eh 
non ball took off the top 





half of his skull. A few minutes car 
Spain's other foremost 
mariner, Cosme de Churruca, died 
after his leg was half ripped off 





The Daily Teiegraph 
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jof the line were still wooden and 
without engines. 

But they were towed into action by steam- 
boats, as at the bombardment of the Russian 
naval base at Sevastopol, 150 years ago last 
month. 

Although such attacks on shore fortifica- 
tions were surprisingly successful, they 
revealed the weakness of the wooden ship and 
increased interest in armour protection. A 
large fleet of nearly 250 British gunboats was 
built for inshore operations, all steam-pow- 


Derr the Crimean War most ships 


Mines were also used for the first time in 
what became the first modern naval war. 

The remarkable image here by the pioneer- 
ing English photographer Roger Fenton is of 
British ships at Balaclava Bay on the Ukraine's 


them .. . 


Not many people 
know this, but. . . 


EVER wonder about the origin of the expression ‘Don't spoil the ship for 
a ha'porth of ta 

Apparently it is a misquotation. It should be ‘spoil the sheep for a 
ha'p orth of tar. and refers to the pr of applying bitumen or tar to a 
sheep's feet to prevent it contracting disease. 

How about ‘money for old rope 
for ships to sell old and redundant rop 
tionally this money was shared amongst the crew. Since it was a bonus and 
something they did not have to work for, it became the term for easy 
money 

Th 
































mong over 200 well-known phrases contained in Bill Beavis 
and Richard McCloskey's Salt The Nautical Origins of 
Everyday Expressions (Adlard Coles Nautical £7.99) of which ‘I'm 
Alright Jack’ is billed as ‘the ultimate in self-consideration’, 

In complete form the expression is ‘Blow you, Jack, I'm inboard” and 
comes from the standard joke that the first liberty man to climb the ship's 
side from the boat pulls the rope ladder up behind him. 











Black Sea coast in 1855 and shows the wood- 
en-hulled warships still in use at that time. 

It is taken from Brian Lavery's magnificent 
new study of our maritime past and present, 
Ship (Dorling Kindersley in association with 
the National Maritime Museum £25) — a bargain 
Christmas present book if ever there was one. 

This month sees the anniversary of the 
Battle of Inkermann, for which seven Naval 
VCs were awarded. Among them was Cpl John 
Prettyjohn RMLI who, having been cut off with 
his party by a strong Russian column and hav- 
anod inmg run out of ammunition, drove off the 

Russians by heaving stones down the hill at 
Seamen Thomas Reeves, James 
Gorman and Mark Scholefieid repulsed a 
Russian attack at Inkerman, exposing them- 
selves to heavy fire. 




















From one 
ex-mariner 
to another 


of Edward 'T. Wilkins’ 
ative narrative With a 

Upon the Ocean 
(Countywise £7.50) will quickly 
realise that it holds a definite core 
of truth. 

The Duke of Edinburgh did, for 
‘one ~ he sent the author a cheque 
requesting a copy, which he duly 
inscribed to he former 
Commanding Officer of HM 
Frigate Magpie from one ex- 
mariner to another’ 














Liverpool since arriving 60 years 
ago on convoy dutics. 




















HARRIER CARRIERS 
Vol 1 
HMS INVINC IBLE 


By Neil 


The story of the first of the Royal Navy's new 
generation of aircraft carriers from first 

hrouph the Falklands 

iy. Well illustrated, 
















Price £19.95+ pip. ISBN 1 901225 08 9 
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By Neil McCart 








Also Still Available in Hardback: 


COLOSSUS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £24.00 + P&P 
1923 & 1959 £24.00 + PAP 

978 £18.95 + PAP 

HMS VICTORIOUS 1937-1969 £21.00 + P&P 

THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 £23.00 + P&P 

TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 
ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P 
HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN’S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P 
HMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19.95 + P&P 
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HMS GANGES, two _ books. 











Comwall TRI6 6NX. Leave details. Call Wendy at Bound Biographies: 
01209 860 541 01932 242434, or email 
John.douglas@gangesworld.com —_ WendyBB@compuserve.com 
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Get prepared for _ 
new form of 
open government =~ == 


THE Freedom of Informa- 
tion (FOI) Act comes into 
force on New Year’s Day, 
requiring government and 
public bodies to be as open 
as possible about the way 
do their business. 

this deadline looming, 
eedom of Information 
Fleet HQ in Portsmouth 
is looking to raise awareness of 
the subject, and how it will 
affect personnel in the Royal 
Navy. 

Questions could be received 
from members of the public on any 
topic, and the Cell must respond 
within 20 working days with either 
the requested information or an 
explanation of why it has not been 
provided. 

However, this is a law with 
tecth and anyone in the servi 
found to have deliberately withheld 





















2004 
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nswering questions from ‘is there 
a good reason to answer it’ to ‘is 
there a good reason not to", and ind Targeting Centre 
that is the message we are trying 
to pass out,” explained Lt Cdr Jon 
Ford, of the FOI ‘cell’ at Fleet 
Headquartes 
ivery we don't give out 
information it has to be personally 
approved by an officer of commo- 
dore or equivalent rank.” 

It’s fair to say that no one really 
knows how the public will react 
— January 1 might be the start of 
open season, with a barrage of 
questions coming into the RN, or it 
might be a complete damp squib. 

“or the majority of RN person- 
nel, Lt Cdr Ford says they should 
be aware of the Act, but not worry 
about it. 

“Ninety-nine point nine per cent 
of the time this is not going to affect 
the ordinary sailor or Marine. But 
if they get a request and fail to pass 
itone then they may well be in hot 
water,” he added. 





























Served ip HMS Khechve and thers. Aged 
Rachel ines (nee Sudweeks). Served at 
Southampton (Squid) and Whabe Island. 


John French. AB. HMS — Belfast 
Assocation, served in ship 1942-43. August 


‘September of 299 prisoners, and at the of the 
Noges. Commando lamar, also survivor of when 
Joned sunk. 

















or deleted information in order to 
prevent disclosure will be commit- 
ting a criminal offence. 

Although certain classes of infor- 
mation (such as Special Forces) 
will be exempt from the Act other 
traditional ‘no-go areas’, including 
Britain’s nuclear detern will not 
be a closed book; a senior officer 
will have to decide whether to with- 
hold information is in the public 
interest. 

The 


“The Act also gives sailors pow- 
ers ~ the chance to ask questions. 
In New Zealand, a large propor- 
tion of enquiries’ have come from 
people who work for the govern- 
ment or the forces.” 

Some of questions most likely 
to be asked have already been 
nswered via an MOD FOL web- 
site www.foi:mod.uk, which has 
been in place for some time. Many 
people searching for MoD infor- 
cognize mation already visit this, a large 
". “Top proportion downloading the UFO 
it will les which have been scanned in 















Act de 





Som 












ma 
Secret’ and ‘M: 













be for the releasing officer to jus- and published there. ae 
tify why specific details are held More details on the Act's impli-  Mnewartare & Otters’ 
re for serving personne! Assocation 
Leshe Wickson. AB. HMS 
from the Neto hasta iy 
jing point for 5081 Peter Anderson. PO. 808 Squadron. 
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Brockiesby, Caprice, Cheviot. Chevron, 
Coctrane, Devonshire (frst commission), 
Duncansby Head. Forth, Mariner, Mohawk 
Orwell, Paladin, Reclaim and Tiger (lirst 
commission), and ashore in Cochrane, 


26. 

'H. McCallum. LST & 
‘Association, served on board LC! 

.S.B. Lingwood. LST & Landing Craft 
Association. served on board LOGI), LCs 
and LCTs. August 16. 

K Melntosh. UST & L Craft 
‘Association. served on board LCT 7050 and 
LCT 7085. August 27, 

Mrs RM. Innes. LST & Landing Craft 
Assocation. served on bowd HMS Squid. 


LST & Landing Craft 


Cra 
1132, 





Vernon 
Lt Cdr C.D.M. Ridley. Served: Flamingo, 





Derek Watt. Bishop's Stortford, chairman. 
SBA at RNH Gaingham. September 18, 





Bernard "Bunny’ Scott. past 
chawman. AB. Ships include a 
(Russian convoys) and Maruman. Aged 78. 
September 25. 

'Emie Johnston. Heretord, le vice 
President and a member. Served 
Jn implacable at the end of hostilties and 
Keatrot 


"CJ" Brown. Woking. Served in Tribal 
class destroyers, Asdic rating, joined RN in 


1938. September 13. 
Lt W.TJ. ‘John’ Beardmore 


‘AB in HMS Howe, battleship in British Pacific 
Fleet in WWIl. Aged 78. September 30, 

‘Bob Payne. Stourbridge and. district, 
‘Father’ of the mess. Served most of WWII in 
Mustrious. Aged 91. September 6. 

‘Norma Gelling. Peel, isle of Man founder 
member. Wren. 

Frederick Charles Watson. Swindon. 
Served in the Patrol Service from 
1943-46, eaming 1939-45 Star, Pacific 
Star, France and Germany Star, RN Patrol 








30 years ago 


Ocean survey ship HMS Hydra hosted a royal 

during the celebrations on the island 
since cession to the 
. Prince Charles, himself a lieuten- 
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Norman Hine. St Helens. Served as 
Sonaiman on Lancing Craft dureg D-Day. 

Ken Stones. Burniey and PO. 

Margaret ‘Grota’ "O’Brien. Northwich, 
associate. September 24, 

Frederick George 
Peterborough and datrict. Aged 84. August 


Bullivant DSM. 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its pages to recall some of the November 
headlines of past decades... 
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; In order to commemorate 
. the bicentenary of i a 29 
The Battle of Trafalgar, . 
the theme for the 2005 calendar 
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Inland 
lifeboat 
is feted 


WHEN two bright sparks played 
an April Fool's joke on the vil- 
lagers of Threshfield in 
Yorkshire, it never crossed their 
minds what a money-spinner it 
would become — raising in 
excess of £1,800 for the RNLI. 

The pranksters, Ian Patrick and 
Andrew Jackson, for a bit of a laugh, 
put a notice in Threshfield Park on 
April 1, 1996, informing all con: 
cemed that the park was to be the 
site of a new lifeboat station. 

Considering it is almost as far 
from the sea as it is possible to get, 
the strange thing is that money for 
the lifeboat began to roll in and in no 
time Threshfield Lifeboat Appeal 
took on a life of its own. 

As time went by, some astonish 
ing claims were voiced in the pubs 
of Grassington and ‘Threshfield 
about the historic roots of the 
lifeboat and its role in a flood in 
1904, when it saved the village from. 
destruction. 

‘As recounted in the local paper, 
the Craven Herald, the near-destruc- 
tion of the village appears to have 
been the result of the collapse of a 
temporary dam on the tributary of 
the Wharfe, formed by dead sheep, 
fertiliser bags and bales of hay. 

A surge of water scoured the main 
road into the village, and it was at 
that point that the Threshfield 
Lifeboat hove into view, piloted by 
ear-old cabin boy Ezekial 
‘Throop, who picked up his ship- 
mates from the Old Hall Inn before 
touring the area to save life and live 
stock — including — 16-year-old 
Emmeline ‘Throstle, who had been 
ing for a horse-drawn bus. 
gely, there are no offi 

this event, but the cente- 

ary was celebrated nonetheless. 

The RNLI sent a replica lifeboat, 
which was moored close to the Old 
Hall Inn, and among the visitors 
were members of the Skipton and 
District branch and the original WI 
“Calendar Girls’ from Rylstone. 



















































it turned out , 
said S/M Shirley Haig, secretary of 
the Skipton branch. 
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Donations 
plea started 


Riyadh branch is an 
oasis in the sands 


@ The Folkestone branch standard is carried at the Last Post cer- 
emony at the Menin Gate in Ypres, 





, by SIM Gerry Allen 


Belgium, 
(vice chairman; left) while S/M Tom Stallard (chairman) holds the 
HMS Glory Association standard. To the left, with the anchor 
wreath, is president S/M Les Harris. Also there that night were 
representatives of 4 Scottish Regiment - complete with piper - 
members of the Dutch Air Force and two Belgian naval officers. 


Invite to Londonderry 


THOSE who want to take part in the 
last formal Battle of the Atlantic 
commemoration should visit 
Londonderry in Northen Ireland 
‘over the weekend of May 6-8, 2005. 
With plans near completion, the 
jention is to invite participating 
ies (including the German Navy) 

hopefully = to have a ship's 















visit. 
The secretary of the Londonderry 
branch, S/M Frank Brown, said: “As 


Service appreciated 


AS WE all prefer bouquets to brick 
bats, a thank-you to S/M_ F. 
Jenkins, of Cardiff branch, for the 
kind letter saying how much he 
News, which he has 
more than 30 years, 
























TRAVEL IN TIME .. 


IMAGINE IF WE COULD 


appreciates the assistance he receives 
when he has been in search of inf 
mation concerning matters, 
either from the paper's own 
resources of through the transferral 
of the enquiry on to the appropriate 
department 












JELLICOE VITAL 
HIM CUT OFF THE 






this is the 60th anniversary of the 
longest battle of the Second World 
War we feel that we should honour 
ALL those who gave their lives, 
whichever side they fought on.” 

The programme of events b 
‘on May 6 with a buffet dance, 
possibly a formal dinner, followed 
the next day by a wreath-laying cer- 
y on Lough Foyle, with a con: 
cert in the evening. 

The parade and interdenomina 
tional service will take place on the 
Sunday 

For further information, cont 
S/M Brown on tel/fax 028 7129 1 

Frank suggests shipmates intend 
ing to travel should inform him as 



















soon as possible as accommodation 
could be in short supply 


Branch mourns 


As former chairman of West 
Bromwich branch, S/M Ken 
Holloway moums the loss of Capt 
Norman Jewell DSC. who took the 
salute at the commissioning of the 
new branch headquarters in 1972 
and later returned for the 50th 
anniversary celebrations of the 
branch. Older members will regret 
the passing of this fine gentleman. 


















TE may be more than 500 
miles from the nearest oggin, 
but a branch of the RNA is 
thriving amidst the sands of 
Saudi Arabia. 

‘The Riyadh branch was orig- 
inally formed on the then British 
Aircraft Corporation compound 
of Al Romazan, and when that 
closed down several years ago 
they moved to new quarters on 
the Al Izdihar Complex. 

Currently boasting some 70 mem- 
bers, the branch is populated by sev 
eral ex-fishheads, WAFUs and 
booties, along with a smattering of 
ex-Crabs and civvies from all walks 
of life who, although they never 
served themselves, fully support the 
‘ideals of the Association. 

Being so far from the sea means 
there is not much opportunity to 
carry out nautical activities, but the 
branch prides itself on its fund-rais- 
ing. the proceeds of which are donat- 
ed to various UK charities. 

Among those currently supported 
are King George's Fund for Sailors 
(KGFS), BLESMA and the RNLI. 

The clubhouse opens twice week 
ly when fund-raising activities take 
place, including functions, draws and 
“raising the old right arm.” 

Significant half-yearly donati 
are made to both KGES 
MA, boosted by fines for the non- 


WHEN S/M Ted Morgan was in hos- 
pital, members of Hinckley branch 
gave what support they could to his 
wife Beryl, presenting her with a 
wheelchair to help her get about. 


Sadly, since the presentation, S/M 
Ted has died. 


Battle ensign 
returning 


THE ROYAL British Legion 
Blandford branch are holding their 
annual service of remembrance in 
the church of St Peter and St Paul at 
3pm on November 4 

The service will be conducted by 
the Rev Tim Storey, assisted by the 
Rev Alistaire Stewart-Sykes, chap. 
lain of the Blandford RNA branch. 

During the service the Battle 
Ensign of Hood Division, Rb 
Division, refurbished by the Textile 
Conservationists of the University of 
Southampton, will be retumed to the 
church for safekeeping. 

The Hood Division trained at 
Blandford Camp in 1915, before 
departing for Gallipoli, where they 
served with distinction, and France. 












































Card proves popular 


THE ASSOCIATION'S 2004 
Christmas card is, as predi 
ed selling like the proverbial 
hot cakes. 

The card, which features 
HMS Cavalier on the front, 





AND TELL NELSON TO |MORNING AND PUT 
INFORMATION TO HELP | WATCH OUT FOR THAT |MY THERMAL UNDER- 


may need to go into a second 
print run. so orders should be 
in as soon as possible. 

The cards cost £3.75 for a 
pack of ten, which includes 
postage and packing. 





» individual 
lifeboat stations when members go 
back to the UK. 

One member, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, recently won 
around £2,300 in the Davy Jones’ 
Locker draw and donated almost 
£500 each to the three charities. 

‘The branch has put a good deal of 
effort into the planning of the 199th 
anniversary of Trafalgar, and as Navy 
News went to press there were 
expected to be some mortal 
headaches after the Immortal 
Memory is honoured. 

Fortunately October 21 is a 
Thursday, part of the weekend in 
Saudi, so there will be some recovery 
time before work on the Saturday. 

For further information on RNA 
Riyadh contact secretary Terry Oak, 
Villa 12, Al tzdihar 2, PO Box 1732, 
Riyadh 11441, Saudi Arabia. 














annual event 


‘THE Soham branch ‘pilgrin 
Nelson's birthplace, B 
Thorpe, for their annual servic 
taken place. 
The ev 





nt originated in an appeal 
by a church warden at All Saints” 
Church, Vie Riches, who appealed to 
RNA branches for donations towards 
ration of the church, where 
Nelson's father was rector in the 
18th century. 

‘The response from the branches 
was good, but S/M Tim Riley, of 
Soham, suggested that the branch 
donation be handed over personally... 

‘This was duly arranged, and S/M 
‘Tim thought an annual service close 
to Trafalgar Day would be a good 
idea. 

The Norwich School choir 
Nelson's old school ~ was invited, as 
were local branches of the 
Association, and the arrangement 
became annual. 

In recognition of his efforts, Vic 
was made an honorary member of 
Soham branch, becoming S/M Vic, 
and although now retired, attended 
every service until this year. Sadly, 
S/M Tim died in early 2000, 














Ceremony honours 
overseas volunteers 


HIGH Commissioners from the 
Indian sub-continent, Africa 
and the Caribbean will be lay- 
ing wreaths at the Memorial 
Gates in London this month to 
remember the five million men 
and women from far-clung 
nations who volunteered to 
fight alongside British forces in 
two world wars. 

These area provided almost 
ten per cent of the volunteers 
in World War I, and up to 30 per 
cent in World War Il. 

The Memorial Gates were 
built to honour these volun- 
teers, including three million 
from India, 400,000 from Africa 
and 16,000 from the Caribbean. 

The gates were inaugurated 
by the Queen in November 
2002, and stand at the top of 


The mystery ship in our 
September edition was the 
corvette HMS Leeds Castle, 
launched in 1943 and scrapped 
just five years later. 

The winner was Mr K. Lown, 
of Margate in Kent, who wins 
our £50 prize. 

This month's mystery ship is 
a submarine whose name, 
derived from an Old French 
word, was a common medieval 
term for a steward. 

Can you name the boat, pic- 


Constitution Hill. 

They consist of four Portland 
stone columns, each topped by 
a brass urn. 

The ceremony is on 
November 12, and anyone 
wishing to go and pay their 
respects should attend by 
10.30am for an 11am start. 


Padre retires 


MEMBERS of Cheshunt branch 
said a reluctant farewell to their 
chaplain, the Rev Martin Banister, 
who is retiring after ten years loyal 
service 

As a token of their appreciation, 
he was presented with an inscribed 
barometer by the branch. Members 
hope Martin and his wife will enjoy 
many happy years in St Albans, 




















tured here in the early 1950s? 

The correct answer could 
win you £50. 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth PO1 SHH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner. 

Closing date for entries is December 
10. More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies cannot be accepted. Oo 
not include anything else in your enve- 


‘open to Navy News employees or their 
famibes. 
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MYSTERY PICTURE 117 


Mn ce ee ee ee ee ce a es ee oe 








www.navynews.co.uk 





NAVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 2004 29 





No 5 Area 
turn out in 
strength 
at Norwich 


IT HAS been a busy time for 
shipmates of No 5 Area, who 
turned out in strength for the 
25th of the 
Norwich branch and the reded- 
ication of standard in 
Norwich Cathedral, 

The guests included Capt R.W. 
Moland RN, who took the salute at 
the march-past, the Lord Mayor of 
Norwich, accompanied by 
Mayor's Consort Dr Allis 
S/M Geoff Mills, Area Pre 
and S/M Doug 
Couneil member 

At the parade through the city 
which followed, led by the band of 
the Royal Hospital School 
Holbrook, Christine Dalzell (14) 
stood in for her grandfather when he 
fell ill ~ and carried his standard 

The anniversary celebration 
enjoyed by all, included an excellent 
buffet and dance at St Andrew's Hall 
attended by the families of members. 

The dedication of the Weeley 
standard was also well-attended, 
with at least 14 standards in the 
parade 

The service was conducted by 
branch chaplain the Rev David 

St Michael's Church, 

































ption which followed, and 
took the chance to meet members of 
Head Office, who were guests for 
the occasion. 

The Dagenham branch hosted a 
great social evening where members. 
and guests turned out in the colour: 
ful clothes wom by the hippie gener. 
ation of the 1960s, protesting ag 
the Bomb and advocating Love 
rather than War. 

The occasion was enjoyed also by 
members of Royston, Harlow and 
Clacton branches. 

Branches throughout the 
re represented at a servic 
Nelson's churc! All 
Burnham Thorpe in Norfolk, where 
the Norwich Schoo! Choir provided 
memorable music and singing. 

The sermon was preached by the 
Rey Jonathan Charles, Rector of 
Burnham, 


Llanelli HQ opened 


SHIPMATES of No 7 Area and fur 
ther afield will be cheered by the 
news that Llanelli branch head 
ters club have now officially 


























‘opened. 

They deserve every support for 
bucking the trend of branch and club 
closures due to declining member 
ship. 

‘The late Area President, S/M Tom 
Davies nd his wife J 
pleased! 
















ONE OF the hidden strengths 
of the Association is the loy- 
alty of its members, especial- 
ly to those down in their luck, 
as members of the Harare 
branch in Zimbabwe have 
overed. 

The quality of this caring atti 
tude was brought home to them 











recently, on being informed that 
various sums of money had been 
accredited to the Harare account 
with Headquarters, by RNA 
branches and individuals. 

As a gesture of support, and a life- 
line they were much in need of, it 
prompted a letter of appreciation from 
S/M Noreen Potter, the secretary of 
Harare branch, expressing the heart- 
felt gratitude of her fellow shipmates. 


illustrious ties 
are renewed 


ILLUSTRIOUS by name and illus- 
trious by deed, sailors who have 
served in the wartime carrier of the 
same name visited the warship in the 
latter stages of her £118m refit 

A group of 40 members of the 
HMS Illustrious Association, or 
Ilustrians as they are better known, 
of the Fleet carrier which fought with 
distinction in World War Il, headed 
to Rosyth to renew ties with today’s 
HMS Illustrious. 

‘The present-day 20,000-ton carri 
er is being converted to accommo: 
date Merlin helicopters and to be 
able to serve as a back-up comman- 
do carrier to HMS Ocean in a two- 
year overhaul carried out by 
Babcock Engineering 

The current ship's company gave 
the veterans a tour of their ship and 


























hosted them for a lunch, before they 
all paid their respects at a service of 
remembrance held on the south side 
of the Forth, 

The Scottish War Memorial at 
Edinburgh Castle was the setting for 
the service and wreath-laying in a 
ceremony led by the Rev Bernard 
Clarke. 

The Ilustrians’ trip north of the 
border ended with an invitation from 
the Countess of Elgin and Kincardine 
to take afternoon tea in the splendid 
surroundings of Broomball, the fami- 
ly seat of the Clan Bruce, overlook- 
ing the Forth. 

“Lusty” veterans who want to join 
the association should contact Colin 
Pickford on 01298 814472 or visit 
the forthcoming website www. 
hmsillustriousassociation.org.uk 


Trafford 
has triple 
standards 


TRAFFORD branch managed to 
parade three different standards at 
the Manchester RAF Association 
Battle of Britain Service and Parade. 

S/M Yvonne Cope paraded the 
Trafford branch standard (centre of 
picture), while her husband S/M 
Tom Cope carried the standard for 
the Manchester and Salford Royal 
Marines Association (right of pic- 
ture) 

Completing the trio was S/M Len 
Millward, who paraded the Greater 
Manchester Fleet Air Arm 
Association standard 

The event was Yvonne's first 
parade since becoming deputy stan- 
dard bearer for the branch. 

Trafford branch are also proud of 
the fact that they have the Area 
Secretary (S/M_ Charles Hutton), 
Area Treasurer (S/M Alan Brocking) 
and Area Standard Bearer S/M Tom 
Cope among their membership. 








beleaguered Harare 


S/M Potter states that conditions in 
Zimbabwe are not getting any better. 

With the country crippled by a 
worthless currency, the daily struggle 
is to find sufficient food and fuel to 
keep alive, the cost of which keeps ris- 
ing. 

Some members of the branch, she 
says, have given up the struggle and 
fled overseas. 

Those who remain, while having to 


@ Veterans of the HMS Illustrious Association join members of the aircraft carrier's ship’ company 
at a service of remembrance at the Scottish National War Memorial in Edinburgh Castle 


do without the basic necessities, 
remain resolute in the belief, she says, 
that there is light at the end of the tun- 
nel 

Even the small pleasure they got 
from their meetings in the “Moth 
Club", the branch venue, can no 
longer be taken for granted. 

The club was visited by 
war veterans”, who stole all they 
could, including flags and regal 

In this climate of fear and shortages 
the support and generosity shown to 
the Harare branch by their fellow ship. 
mates in the UK has meant a great 
deal. 

‘On their behalf, S/M Potter thanks 
the Greenford branch for paying 
members" RNA subs for 2004, for the 
lapel badges, blazer and ties recently 
received, and for helping to send the 
Harare newsletter to members who 
have fled the country, saving px 

The gratitude of members of the 
Harare branch is also extended to the 
Norton Fitzwarren branch for 
agreeing to pay their RNA subs for 
2005, and to Gosport. and 
Spennymoor and Ferryhill 
branches, and S/M ‘Tony Momis of 
Sidcup. for the various of 
money credited to the Harare account 
with Headquarters 

Support has also arrived in the 
shape of S/M John Shepherd, of New 
South Wales in Australia, who sends 
regular donations, literature and pho- 
tographs, among which was a framed 
portrait of Sir Winston Churchill, to 
keep their spirits up. 


“so-called 

















© Do you recognise this man? 


Pwilheli 
seek name 
of sailor 


THE PWLLHEL! and District 
branch are keen to identify the 
sailor pictured above. 

Does anyone recognise the 
man, who served in HMS 
Glendower during 1944? 

Any information to the 
branch would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Pwllheli and District was 
commissioned in 1993, and 
many of the branch's founder 
members had served in HMS 
Glendower, the Royal Navy 
training establishment at 
Pwitheli in North Wales. 

Indeed, the branch still 
retains historic connections 
with HMS Glendower. 

Contact branch secretary 
Wyndham Underwood on 
01758 614138. 





* Close to Marble Arch and Oxford Street 
* Affordable room rates 
* Choice of restaurants and bars 


* Conc 





onary NCP Car Park rates 


* Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 
reunions and private parties 


The Victory Services Club, 


63/79 Seymour $ 





rect, 


London W2 2HE 
Tel:+44 (0)20 7723 4474 


Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 112 
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Fishing fleet 


under fire 


LAST month saw the 100th anniversary of one of 
the strangest incidents in Britain's maritime histo- 
ry — when the Russian Fleet opened fire on a group 
of Hull fishing trawlers. 

The Russian Baltic Fleet under Admiral Zinovy 
Rozhestvensky was on its way to do battle with the 
Japanese 18,000 miles away when in the North Sea 
extremely faulty intelligence of enemy warships in the 
area led to its opening fire on the trawlers. 

One was sunk and several damaged as a result — and 
some of the Russian ships sutfered hits from each other. 

The Aurora had four below the waterline and the ship's 
priest had his hand shot away. 

The incident naturally caused outrage as well as being 






ridiculed in newspapers around the world and 
Rechesttenesy tate | narrowly avoided causing a war 
between Russia and Britain. 


His fleet was shadowed by the Royal Navy as far as 
west Africa. In May the following year it met up with that 
of Vice Admiral Heichachiro Togo at Tsushima where it 
was practically annihilated. 

Rozhestvensky was himself wounded and captured but 
was well treated by the Japanese. On his return to Russia 
ho was court martialed, however, and died soon after. 

‘@ A contemporary postcard with an artist's impression 
of the incident comes from the collection of Michael 
Beeby 






Had an Accident? 
Need Compensation? 


and Legal Advice? 


Contact:- 
www. forceslaw.com 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 





The Forces Legal Network 


0845 601 1260 
































Don’t Waste Money 


f “— 


on separate Motor Breakdown Cover 








*All new Motor Insurance customers will now 

have Motor Breakdown assistance included 

PLUS a guaranteed courtesy car 
following an accident. 


en m9 me many mic bc plan mts 
5 i alg 


Bam ti Bpm Monday - Friday Sam ti 4pm Saturday 


Graces Arsene 
0 8 18 « 


wer Ore! + Coes hse. Cx 
752 6156+ fat eect 











Motor insurance - UK, Germany, Critical tines Credit foe 
Northern ireland and Esrope & Lite insurance Car Purchase | 
Home, Contents & 
Miditary 10t insurance Travel insurance 








eg recer 


THE BAND of the Royal 
Marines Scotland paid tribute 
to Admiral Adam Dunc 
Camperdown House, 
the 200th anni 
hero's death. (see above) 
The victor of the 1797 Battle of 
Camperdown was born in Dundee 
in 1731, the son of a town provost. 
His © success was unfairly 
obscured by Nelson's triumphs at 
. Copeni 
‘At the time, 





























de a Viscount, was 
fts from corpora: 
and Parliament 





showered 
tions and guilds, 





DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR |} COFFIN 
DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE? 


Specialist legal advice to Naval Personnel for: 
CONVEYANCING 

WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 

MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY » 
FINANCIAL SERVICES ao & 

crime 

01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


CHILD CARE 
or 023 9238 8021 


PERSONAL INJURY 
Law Society - A 


For more details 
all one of our 
offices, or email 


via our — 


coffinmew.co.uk 


CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 


FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE IN 
MANY CASES 


ned and Regulate FSA 


FORCES/EX SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 


COMPENSATION 
FOR 
SKIN CANCER, EAR INFECTIONS 
INJURIES, DISEASES OR WOUNDS 
CAUSED BY MILITARY SERVICE. 


For FREE advice and a ‘NO WIN, NO FEE’ service 
Call the Claims Specialists TODAY 


SR) 0500 22 20 22 


AJR Associates is the trading name of AJ Revill Associates Limited 
















voted him a pension of £2,000 a 
year 

“He joined the Royal Navy at the 
age of 14 and a distinguished 
career saw him rise to the rank of 
commander-in-chief of the North 
Sea Fleet. 

He at Cornhill, near 
Coldstream, on his way home from 
London and is buried in Lundie 
churchyard 

The Friends of Camperdown 
House (Duncan's reward for 
Dutch near 
the coast of 


















defeating the 
perduin 


off 





events to mark his anniversary, 
several of which were to have 





www.navynew 





Duncan still lingers in 
Nelson's shadow 


involved the presence of HMS 
Montrose at Dundee. 

This visit was cancelled (at the 
time she was involved in the rescue 
submarine 
page 4) and so 
commemorations were sadly 
much reduced. 

‘The local Sea Cadet band and 
the Fintry Pipe Band joined the 
Royal Marines at Camperdown 
House while at the City Square 
Beat Retreat was performed, 
Naval Regional Officer Cdre 
Angus Sandford taking the salute. 

A service was held at Lundic 
Kirk and a wreath laid on his tomb. 

























Volunteer cadets 


HMS SULTAN Volunteer 
with Divisions involving 
Portsmouth area 





They were inspected by the new 
Comm 


Jore Sea Cadets, Cdre 
Brokenshire 
Corps was formed in 


uth Dockyard in 1904 














officers running wild in the streets. 

During the past 100 yea r 
continued to flourish with all the 
major naval establishments in the 
Portsmouth area hosting their own 
units. 

Following the closure of Easiney 
Barracks, the Royal Marine 
transferred to HMS Excellent at 
hale Island 
jets from th 
Ms Dryad_ have 














algamated 
with the unit in HMS C ‘ollingwood 






ight years ago those 
Daedalus transfered to 
Sultan unit. 

Youngsters are eligible to join as 
cadets from the age of nine years 
up to 15 but must leave before 
their 18th birthday 

Most units mee 
usually on a Moi 
sporting activities 
for drill and instr 
topics include First Aid, 
ing, field craft and 
knowled; 

Though many cadets go on to 
join the Armed Forces, the main 
aim of the VCC, like the national 
a Cadet Corps, is to teach mod- 
mn youth a sense of values, consid- 
eration for others and how to 
become good citizens 


All units organise weekend 
events and run both junior and 
senior Easter and Summer camps. 
Another main attraction is the 






twice per week, 
di g for 









nd Thursda 
on. Subje 
nap read- 
neral Naval 























are 100 not out 


‘adet Corps celebrated its centenary 
adets from all VCC 


units within the 


Command 


annual Field Gun 
Championships. while 
compete at 

country during the summer season 


Civic links 
with ships 
request 


A RECORD of all 
Navy's ship affiliation 
present, ishing compile 
David ' Hughe 
England N ‘aval Regional Of 
He already knows most of the 

civic links which were started by 
during World War 
current ones. 
however a number 
eful if Navy 
uld help me com- 
pile a complete record. 

All I need is the name of the 
ship and that of the civic authority 

for example 'HMS Andromeda, 





the Royal 
past and 
by Cdre 


astern 






























jar ship you are refering to. 
For example, is it the Tribal Class 
destroyer Gurkha or the later L- 
Class destroyer Gurkha or the 
Type 81 frigate Gurkha?” 











Write to Cdre David Hughes, 

72 St Katherine's 
W _1U0 or phone 
Janet on 020 7481 7324. 
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Shop online at www.fleetairarm.com 


01935 842616 


FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM (except 24 - 26 Dec) 
YEOVILTON Apel - Oct 10.00 am - 5.30 pm 
RNAS Yeovilton, lichester, Somerset BA22 BHT Nov - March 10.00 am - 4.30 pm 


OPEN EVERY DAY 


[For SERVICE, QUALITY and VALUE 


= ey = 


BAUN & CO 


LL 
ate 


second-to-none... 
We invite PO'S and OFFICERS 
of The Sea Cadet Corps and 
Royal Navy to take advantage 
of our unrivalled MAIL ORDER 
Service... 
Complete UNIFORM outfits, Caps 
and all accessories, Gold Lacing. 
Customers OWN MEDALS 
MOUNTED, Miniatures supplied 
and mounted. Medals supplied 
Good range of Regimental Ties in 

lj stock, ordering available for Ties not 
in stock. 

| Separate Uniform Trousers 

i] Terylene/Wool £34.00 
Send S.AE. for free price list stating 
rank or rating. 


BAUN & CO. 


Only address 


14 QUEEN STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH PO1 3HL 
Tel: 023 9282 2045 












These and 4000 other DVD and VHS vi 


Send for a free catalogue 


that will soon be deleted 


DVDs will play in all regions 
on players that accept PAL 











ED mole DD EWEN 


ToT 


rymobiles.com 











in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. 
Easy quick assembly. 5 sizes available. 
Viewing widths aresee picture SSmm = 105mm - 155mm - 206mm - 240mm 
at 2 cost of £14.95 - £18.50 - £19.50 - £21.50 and £23.00 respectively. 
Measure across yout medals and order the size to ut 


tage, add £2 for Ireland/Channet Islands and 
postal orders and credit card payments to: 
icture Framer, 13 Norfolk Street, Sunderland 
x 0191 5640811 www.medalframing! 








Your postal 








REDUCING COSTS WITHOUT ‘| 


CLASSIC a 
FLOWERS Flower Service 





CUTTING CORNERS 


As a leading supplier of quality Ceremonial Swords, 
we are happy to announce a Special Offer of a 


complete with Dress Knot and Special Blade 
Inscription for the unbeatable price of just 





Email: sales@imperialsword.com 


To place an order please contact: 
IMPERIAL SWORD COMPANY LTD 
Imperial House, 64 Willoughby Lane, London, N17 0SP 


i 
What could be nicer than to receive a box of freshly © 
cut flowers direct from the island of Guernsey. 
At Classic Flowers we pride ourselves in sending 
only the finest quality blooms and handwriting our 
message cards to give that personal touch. 
30 Freesia only £13.95, 
20 Standard Carnations £14.95 
15 Freesia and 10 Standard Carnations. £15.95 
15 Freesia and 10 Spray Carnations. £15.95 
Mixed bouquets from £15.95 | 
Prices includes: First class post. Quality flowers with foliage. © 
Gift card with your own personal message. 
Strong presentation box. Flower food, care guide. 
Vat where applicable. 
To order or request our free brochure simply telephone, fax a 
Or use our website. g 
Classic Flowers, Rue de Pres, St Peters, Guernsey. GY7 9AH © 


Tel: 01481 265611 Fax: 01481 266362 — 
Web: www.classic-flowers.com ; 











RN11 FLY NAVY 


The Fleet Air Arm of the 60s and 
70s flying Buccaneer, Phantom, 
Sea Vixen, Scimitar, Gannet and 
Wessex types. Loads of action 
aboard HMS Ark Royal, HMS 
Warrior and RNAS Yeovilton. 


Colour 70 minutes 


eo titles are on sale at www.eav! 


with lots of Royal Navy VHS titles 


RN10 WARSHIP EAGLE 


A candid portrait of life aboard 
HMS Eagle sailing from Mombasa 
to Singapore in 1966. Narrated 
by Ludovic Kennedy. Includes 
the wardroom’s monthly “Saturday 
night at sea”. Sea Vixen and 
Buccaneers are launched. 


Black & white 55 minutes 





k/navy 


Our DVD titles are on sale at the Fleet Air Arm Museum RNAS Yeovilton 
Order by post to BEULAH, 66 Rochester Way, Crowborough, TN6 2DU 








| Tribute Models to 
> HMS VICTORY 


°’S. Special Limited Edition - only 1805 
>» will be made - to celebrate the 

“= 200th anniversary of Admiral 
y Lord Nelson’s victory at the | 
fir Battle gar. The oak | 
rs made from timber | 
"reclaimed from HMS Victory | 

* hei (during refit 
message “England 
Man to Do His Duty 
rigging in authentic 1805 code. 

18” long, supplied ready for display. 
Trafalgar HMS Victory (ref 1805) £179 
. Also available with polymer base, and 
- without flags or sails, at £79 (ref 7602) 





































Genuine oak 
from HMS Victory 


PUSSER’S RU 


ares 2 on these items 
The daily rum ration was first introduced for British 


for Navy News 







sailors in the Tropics in 1655, and only ed in 1970. Readers - please 
This, the original Royal Navy “Pusser smooth quote ref NING 

ae rhea (UK only, please 
blend of aged pot-stilled Caribbean rums to sip neat call for overseas 
on the rocks or dilute with water as “grog”. It is delivery). 


supplied in a beautifully-decorated ceramic 
decanter dedicated to Lord 

Nelson. Contains 47.75% abv. 
Pusser’s decanter, one litre 

(ref 93200), £79. Other sizes available. 


Just two of over 200 products from: 


STCUMSS, MARE MERIDIES 





A ie We also have SHOPS at 
- PORTSMOUTH 


Tel: 0870 905 5090 www.nauticalia.com 
Nauticalia Ltd, The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ, England. 


(in the historic dockyard) 
- PLYMOUTH (in the 
Barbican glassworks) 
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ROYAL MAIL LAST POSTAL DATES FOR CHRISTMAS 2004 


6 November 2004: BFPO to Numbers 429-494 (Naval Parties). 

17 November 2004: International Surface Mail (Eastern Europe). 

24 November 2004: International Surface Mail 

(Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Malta & Iceland). 

International Surface Mail (Western Europe). 

BFPO to Numbers 200-490 (Ships). 

International Air Mail (South & Central America, 
Caribbean, Africa, Middle East, New Zealand & Australia). 
10 December 2004: International Air Mail (Japan, USA, Canada & Eastern Europe). 
13 December 2004: International Air Mail (Western Europe). 

15 December 2004; UK Standard Parcels 

18 December 2004: UK 2nd Class & 2nd Class Packet Post. 

18 December 2004: BFPO 1st Class Letters/Packets up to 2kg 

21 December 2004: UK 1st Class & 1st Packet Post & Presstream 2. 

22 December 2004: UK Special Delivery 


1 December 2004: 
3 December 2004: 
6 December 2004: 





‘Ceremonial Music’ 


A superb new CD of marches and 
ceremonial military music as performed at 
the Royal Navy's ‘Passing In’ parades at HMS 
RALEIGH. Recorded in September 2004 by 

the Band of HM Royal Marines, 
under the direction of Major Paul Weston. 
Music includes: 

Heart of Oak, A Life on the Ocean Wave, 
Thunderbirds, Rule Britannia, The 
Captain General, By Land and Sea (with 
bugles), Washington Greys, The New 
Colonial, On Parade, Shewsbury Fair, 
Soldiers of the Sea, Wellington, The 
Invinetble Eagle, Auld Lang Syne, Sea 
Shanties, Scipio and more....... 





a ‘TO ORDER 
‘Te01304 239356 crt cunts acerpad 
recordings.com 
cas rate 14 ne p&p) 








Cheques made payable to Clovelly Recordings Narrated by. 
By Post 1 The Old engist Commodore David Pond. 
Road, Deal, Kent, CT 14 OW Commanding OncerHIMSR RALNGH 








THE ROYAL YACHT 


ta ~ BRITANNIA 
15% OFF 











‘ ONLINE GIFTS 
' www.rdyalyachtbritannia.co.uk 
We invite NAVY NEWS readers 
to vis our new online gift shop 


where ou will find an array of 
wond ‘fu ul treasures and unique 
gifts f yr all occasions. 








With Christmas fast approaching, 
take advantage of your special 
15% discount to buy those hard 
to find presents. To qualify simply 
enter the promotional code 1010 
ion online. 





_ www.royalyachtbritannia.co.uk 
TELEPHONE: 0131 555 8810 
‘THE ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA, OCEAN TERMINAL, LEITH, EDINBURGH, EH6 6JJ 


VISEPOR ATTRACTION * CORPORATEEVENTS * GIFT & SOUVENIR SHOP 














HISTORICAL - CONTEMPORARY 


let Nelson help you win 
the ‘Battle of Christmas’ 


Let's face it, Christmas shopping’s a 
ee LORD NELBON'S 
wit 


‘aircraft + carriers dram 
and painted. Sample + details: 
OssieJones , 135 Ashbourne Rd. 

Liverpool L17 9a. 
2h) 0151~ ray 


bit of drag, isn’t it2 
The inevitable quandary about what 
to buy, not to mention the hassle of 
actually getting to the shops. 


Imagine how wonderful it would be if 
somebody you could really trust sorted 
it all for you? Beautiful, original gifts 
that will be loved by your family, 


friends and business associates, 








delivered to you or even delivered ALL ASPECTS OF NAVAL LiF 
direct to them! 
cd de ie tae Oars ORIGINAL DRAWINGS AND 
Hebridean Liqueurs produces PAINTINGS OF YOUR SHIP 
delicious, beautifully packaged Meticulously researched and 
iaccly PER TTS superb quality at affordable prices 
ent’ you've been looking for and KEITH BACON MARINE ARTIST 
pes era be tells your loved ones Tel: 01709 523254 
iow much they mean to you. malt Khaconmariieari@aol/com 
Go on, call 01436 679935 now and let wwwkeithbacon-marineartist.co.uk 


sort all your Christmas shoppin, 


STILLTIME FOR CHRISTMAS 


www.nelsonliqueur.co.uk 











WE JOINED THE NAVY 
ALL THE NICE GIRLS 
WE SAW THE SEA 
DOWN THE HATCH 
NEVER GO TO SEA 


ALL HARDBACK AT £16.50 EACH or buy all 
5 for £60.00. Prices lude UK postage 





over 80 photos (incloding colour). Pennant numbers and silhouettes. 
Keep in touch with your Navy 
Order now for December delivery £7.95 


IE ROYAL ays Diaiow ‘The Ministry 


ay ¢ Ships and Seuacrons of the Feet Air Arm 
224 pages £21.95 


ks charting the activities of the Re 
Twentieth Centur 


ter) 
RALIA 1900-2000 Veffery/Gillett) Was £15.95 Now £7,95 
H AFRICA 1900-2000 (Rice )Was £15.95 Now £7. 


5, Part 6 and tt 7 Acollection of photo; 
at hom d abroad, mainly in the 


WF parts arc now available. (Part 5 is of sti 
Australia, Part 6 covers ex ships of the y). 


ORDER FROM: Maritime Books (NN), Lodge Hill, 

Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 01579 346747 _— e-mail: sales@navybooks.com 
Our prices include UK p&p. Postage will be charged at cost on books sent 
overseas - please supply your credit card details. Please state air or surface post 

ASK FOR OUR FULL FREE LISTS OF NAVAL BOOKS AND VIDEO OR” 
¢ on our secure site 


ooks.com 


Order any of our full r: 


www.navy 
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Jan, Caw) ie teh. Yara Le Nes 2) 
JA } 


bk A Oe ek, eld re i eid! 
U-NEED-US at Christmas Services to sell? 


Contact our 
FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 
NOVELTIES, PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, DECORATIONS, 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BALLOONS, PAPER PLATES, ETC. 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth PO1 1NW 
Phone 023 9282 3013. Fax 023 9273 6943 
B.FP.O orders welcome - Free catalogue available. 
Established in Portsmouth over 80 Years ago 











For your brochure and price list 
contact us at. 
the mmm 72101484 541866 Fax. 01484 544809 


SHOWCASE orwrite to 


A Unit 7 Marsh Mill, 
MPANY , 
COMPANY Tuck Lane, Mash, Huddersfield HD3 4AB 


Al 
5 







advertising team on 


023 9272 5062 






023 9272 4226 
023 9275 6951 




















HMS CHARITY 






blueyonder.co.uk 
www.shipsportraits.curobell.co.uk 





Quality 1000 piece jigsaw puzzle featuring the 
Victory and other warships from the age of sail 

Cost £12.50 + £4.00 p&p (£4.50 for 2 or more 
Make cheques payable to Citadel Puzzles Limited 
and send to PO Box 20, Petersfield GU32 2Y], 
giving full address with post code. 


Catalogues available or see full range on 


www.citadelpuzzles.co.uk 

















Colour (Circle) Size (Circle) QTY Unit Price — Total 
Royal Navy (New) Navy Blue/White SM L XL XXL £12.99 
Royal Navy (White Ensign) Navy Blue/White S ML XL 201 £1299 
Royal Navy (Admiralty Crown) Navy Blue/White SM L XL XXL 1299 











HMS Belfast Navy Blue SMLXLOL £12.99 
HMS Trafalger Navy Blue SMLXL XXL £12.99 
HMS Unbeaten Navy Blue/White SM LXL 200. £1299 





HMS Welshman Navy Blue 





SMLXLOL £1299 




























Royal Marines Olive Green SMLXLXXL 1299 
HMS lustrous Navy Blue/White SM LXL XXL 1299 
HMS Ark Royal Navy Blue/White $ ML XL £1299 
HMS Duke of York Navy Blue SMLxLIxt «1299 
HM Submarines Navy Blue SM LXL OL 1299 
HMS Albion Navy Blue/White SM LXL XL e299 


HMS Fearless Navy Blue/White S ML XL 20x a2 





ONLY £12.99 i Say SSN re 


TOTAL VALUE | E 





(includes Post and Packaging within the UK) 





1 SHIRTS PREMIUM HEAVYWEIGHT (195GR) (Postage and packing indod 
1 enclose a cheque/postal order payable to GBTSE 

Unit 29, 17 Leyton Road, Harpenden, Herts. ALS 2HY 

Tel: +44 (0)1582 766 611 Fax: +44 (0)1582 766 633 


HMS TRAFALGAR} 


HM SUBMARINES 





low 28 days for 
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3 Miscellaneous 
WALL SHIELDS OF | [[ (ST MEDALS 








GOLDWIRE BLAZER BADGES 

















RY Sal 


Cad wore BADES ALL PS ETC Tao 
TE LEAT GAURTLETS. ce 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS REPLACED IN RECORD TIME sania my 
Hand painted on wooden base 6. x 7in 7 (010 CORES 4 FOR ST. ou 
£33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. Peon SEE cad 
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 5 or more canal Coniebaaaa iad 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100 WRITE OR PHONE FOR ea OTATION 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN pape epretoci he ts = 
meen) RAYMOND D. HOLDICH | |=22c""" os 
specialist experience over 85 years 7 3 4 7 GPT BADGE oe 
C.H.MUNDAY LTD Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre AN. NAA OMRON THES _ _ea00 
Oxtord House, 8 St Johns Road 7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA nore — ik. enema aA —— a 


St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 


e mail:rdhmedals@ aol.com _www.rdhmedals.com 


SENO FOR FREE LIST 


ALL UK ORDERS £1.00 P&P 














FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
1) Victoria Read, Wellingborough, 

NN EHIN 

19S 277741 Mobile O7919 NS367 









EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR 
Wide range of quality garments 


Free colour brochure Low minimum order 
Competitive prices 





MilNet UK 
ISP for the 
'UK Armed Forces 





ite te tree CD be AeaNtes, FO Ban 447, 
Se aeen OTe ew 


www.milnet.uk.net 


NAVAL & MILITARY 
ANCESTRY 

Would you like to find out more 

researcher of 





between 1775 and c. 1945 
John. L. Arnold. 

The Tullet House, Lustleigh, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TOL 9TR 
‘Tel: 01687 277 482 
Fax: 01647 277 455 
EMail: johalarnold @ aol.com 


Navy News 
Notice To Readers 
The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
loses suffered by any readers 
as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries and} 
seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice 
before sending any money 
or entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 

















15 THE HARD, PORTSMOUTH 
Tel: 023 92 750432 


10% OFF ALL DRINKS 
* EVERY MONDAY FOR SERVICE PERSONEL 
GREAT LOCATION ~ EASY GOING ATMOSPHERE 
80 YARDS FROM VICTORY GATE 
FOOD SERVED DAILY 
| SUNDAY ROAST GREAT BEER 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 





Freetall Adventures, Flora are Maggn 
10 fer Maitary Oncoented Si yterins Coursey 
fer tepawes ta ndvanced ctegwen 18 be nates 
Sebestan Fernda Ow Shysrveng Sco! 
Lito woreed nd mer ied Located oo te 
‘cant coaat of Peri thin iepneal parndine is + 
“Wea pace er your skydiving vacates 
Come join 8 tr extreme fe the sam 
Comat ws tr farther deta 
Freefall Adventures, Florida 
|W Aopen Drie, eatin. Mere EL USA 
Yoh(772) 388 O550-Fexc 772) S01 4468 
Email skydiveMik@aot com 
www tladventures com 


Bells, tread plates, name 





boards, bridge bad 
Best prices paid by 
UK private collector 


Mark 07789 641682 


MO’S HAIRCARE 
Gents Hairdressing 
Queen Street, Portsmouth 
Tel: 023 9286 4006 
‘No Appointment Necessary 
Haircut: £7.50, Creweut: £6 
‘Cut Wash: £10, Re-Style £12.50, 
Hi lites Cut: £25, Wet Shave: £15 








NAVY NEWS 257 copies - April 

‘79 Dee - 3 inclusive. Also 
64 Daily/Sunday Newspapers 7th 
April "82 ~ 26th June “82 (falklands 
Conflict). £500 O.N.O Plus P&P 
by arrangement. Tel. 01404 841503 





WANTED ~ A GOOD COPY of 
the book by Andrew Lane 
“ROYAL MARINES DEAL" and 








“ROYAL MARINES EASTNEY™, 
also KOREAN MEDALS (both 
UK & UN). AW. Moore 


Tel: 01455 632511 or 07910 250972 


HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 
ADVERTISING 

ON OUR WEBSITE? 
Now you c 
a truly global a 


To find out mor 


023 9275 


www.navynews.co.uk 
















SERVICE LTD 


Specialists in Medals and Me 
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromsgro 


L email: enquiries @chmunday.co.uk 11, Dalehead Drive, Shaw, lancs. OL2 &JT 
Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
THE SHIP LEOPARD 2g WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL E mat nleseeglnrebdge cau 


Mounting. 


Mapai DeLay 
‘SEND SAK HOME LATENT « 





E-mall us at wms' p worcuedals.com vy 





WE CAN REPLACE THEM FOR YOU - WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 
PROFESSIONALLY SEWN - FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS - COURT OR SWING STYLE 
ALSO AVAILABLE A FULL RANGE OF COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS 
GOLDEN JUBILEE MEDAL, GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
NATIONAL SERVICE MEDAL, MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL, 
ACTIVE SERVICE MEDAL, SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL. 

PLEASE CONTACT US * 
FOR MORE DETAILS. J 


RIVER PARK, ERMINGTON MILL, IVYBRIDGE, PL21 9NT 
Tel. 01548 830717 Fax. 01548 830046 | 


rea 9 Saaymmint.cors 
us t 


www.bi int.com 





GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 


(Select any ship or FAA. Squadron etc.) 
BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANK SLIDES AND TIES (RN, F.A.A. OR ASSOCIATION) 
Should there be any item you require which is not shown, please contact us, and we 
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to list all the products in our portfolio. 
Whether you are buying for yourself, or a loved one, we will be happy to give you 
Prices and quantity discounts upon app 
Military Matters 
7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7DP 
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 878499 ¢-mail:military.matters@ btopenworld.com 














Royal Navy Officers, Senior Rates uniforms and mess undress, 
we also supply caps, miniature medals, mounting, gold lacing 
and other accroutrements. 
Buy direct from the supplier 
Contact Fareham 01329 238881 
or Raleigh 01752 815586 





FULHAM, LONDON. 


stable room in famity 
ble end of November. 
Few minutes walk from all public 
transpon. Close to cinemas, 
restaurants, shopping, market. 
Accustomed to Ministry personnel 
£125 pw inclusive. 


HELENSBURGH 
TROPHY CENTRE 


3 444 22 or email on 
australiashop.co.uk 


AVISIT to St. PETERSBURG BY CRUISE SHIP 
May Ist to 12th 2005 


This Event qualifies for Big, Lottery Fund Heroes Return programme funding 
that will cover the full costs of the revisit including UK travel by National 
‘Coaches from your home town to the port of departure 


1480 406662. Email bk 






















Economy Sft x 3ft flags £7.99 
Bunting, handwaving & tabi 





Wright & Logan 


At 
the Royal Naval Museum, 
Portsmouth 


= Telephone: 
« | 023 9282 6682 


www.wrightandlogan.co.uk 
Rachel @ victory200S,co. 


REGIMENTAL TIES, 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, Me 











Filey, N. Yorks YOI4 9HL 
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk 














Name 


Address 

Tel No: .. 6 Ee | 
NORTHERN, GIRL young 40's NATALIE, 31, single nurse. Seek 
GSOH, caring. Sock nip friendship anc 





lationship 35-45. Box 


FEMALE 38. Secks 


xis 25-40. Box Now 


BLONDE FEMALE nurse. Seck 
Sailors Marines Officers as penpals. 
Box Nov 


atelligent 


sincere peatne 2 


BLUE EYED 43 


female 30 to 40. Box alte a PE SONA 


SWEDISH/AMERICAN 
ADULT CONTACTS: 








Contact 


Female. Secks Military man for 

correspondence. GSOH. Box Nov4 Mag for adults only, 1,000 colour 
photos 10 choose from. Approval 

LOVELY NURSE, female 30, copy sent retum of post from 

adventure seeking lady, loves “°F Mi 


MATCHMAKER (X.10), Chorley 
PR7 4BS of 01257-48201 
or karen @adultfun.co.uk 


socialising. Secks genuine Serviceman 
for friendship 30+. (Portsmouth) 
Box Nov 5 


mess 98 trap 18 wr. Fach ers wend C1 fs asim of 1S wd Sed 
sents Nery Merwe HAS Memon, Fortomou FO 20% Metso row ben 
prc pene we compen on pope 8 








oN tes ts etree mead a 4 Spd ovate Mearny i wtvertaess bos ma 
snes ban et hand carmasThe es shoal he be encened m4 uecend emvage ond ntdeused at abo We 
eet rare at camped es wet erected 


13 ete nent wens ery wee Ry Nee Penton Catan we tne apy apgronal Mary Mee esarres 
gt make ony ements mc commer Amc ry feet Copy MtaCh Aw ence oe amber of wart pnt 
fr Penne no We can tabs vemgurmtiy fo he sets ot soars of the ropenrecemed AB rts we fermented 
pm meet We Revers nbn Ral poet te srronpenton® min Ov md ot on yn besa taegma 


ym eramge te meet etarm 4 trend of yous whernatents and shwers meet» teste Teeter emt ed brat 
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Education = 


We believe in 
your child... 


90% dis nt on schoc 








Kelly's eye for quality 


e ° 


“... a successful and forward-looking school that has s 
many strengths and few weaknesses.” 

That was the verdict of the Independent School Inspectorate on 
Tavistock’s Kelly College. Pastoral care provision was ‘outstand- 
ing’ — a judgement that particularly delighted Headmaster Mark 
Steed, who had found the inspection “a hugely positive experi- 
ence”. 

Main findings were that the quality of teaching and learning was 
good, as were pupils’ attitudes to work. 

“Pupils are exceptionally happy and loyal to the school, are 
committed in their work and very enthusiastic in all their activi- 
ties, particularly outdoor pursuits. 

“Pupils are very well cared for and receive highly effective pas- 
toral and academic support, guidance and welfare. 

“Pupils behave very well, support each other markedly and 
relate easily with all the staff. The school is very well led and man- 
aged. It needs to develop its careers and library provision and pro- 
mote cultural activity more strongly.” 


fees for service families 













Day, weekly and full boarding 11 - 18 


aoe ° For further information contact the Registrar: 
This is an outstanding school. Kelly College, Tavistock, PL19 OAZ 
* A voluntary aided, mixed 13-18 Grammar School email: registrar@kellycollege.com 


* No tuition ce Boarding fees 10 per term 

+ 57% A/B grades at A level. 90% of students go on to 
University 

* New Performing Arts Centre, new Sixth Form Centre 

* 400 seat theatre, sports hall, astroturf and a new 
technology centre 

* Weekend programmes with a wide range of outdoor 
pursu 

* Art, design, music and drama thrive 


We think there are 3 important points, above ail others, that make Queen 
Hi Ethelburgas your ideal choice as the boarding school for your child 

Firstly. we understand the needs of service tamises and seafarers as we 

have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have experience in 

‘ensuring your child will settle well, be confident and successful. Our campus 

i safe and away from city centre problems. 


telephone: 01822 813193 


KELLY COLLEGE 
PREPARATORY SCHOOI 


Co-educational Day School 2% - 11 
Weekly and full boarding from 9 


For further information contact the Head: 


College Preparatory School, Hazeldon 
ey “Fone Tete, PIS OS 


com. 
e: 01822 612919 


mail, TV/Video (on timer), music centre. hot drink facilites and much more 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our house parents are friendly and caring 
fj Thircty we have a history of being a Sunday Times 
i Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory School for Academic Results 
‘We have invested over £18m in now facilities and offer a huge of 
Sports, music, equestrian, and recreational facilities. Over 98% our 
A-Level students go on to University Telephone for a prospectus, video and 
otats of special 20% Remission. _(Emait: remember@compuserve. 


mail: registrar@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 
www.cranbrookschool.co.uk 


OE ere 
NOM | ROMO) & 


One of the most successful schools in Britain 


Children’s Education 
AO Royal Hospital School 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS SCE(UK) 
Holbrook, Suffolk, IP9 2RX 
Tel 01473 326200 Fax 01473 326213 
registrar@ro 


ze 
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aspect of education 
for their children 


New fee structure for BSA 
For September 2005 BSA fees meet the 
minimum MODrequirement that the 
parental contribution will be 10% of the fee 








Open Morni 
Sat 6th November at 9.30am 
Headmaster’s Portsmouth Visit 5 
On Tues 23rd November at 6.45pm 
At the Marriott Hotel, Portsmouth 
For more information please contact the School on 01473 326200. 


East Anglia’s largest HMC co-educational full boarding school can offer 
fee concessions to the children and grandchildren of seafarers. 


for FREE advice and support: 
Tel: 01980 618244 Mil: 94344 8244 


Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 5 
email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.uk www.royalhospitalschool.org 
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Pensions Appeal Tribunals for Scotland 
Part-time Service Member Appointments 


Applications are invited from persons with knowledge or experience of 
service in Her Majesty’s naval, military or air forces and others with 
an interest in the above, to join the panel from which service members 
of the Pensions Appeal Tribunals for Scotland are selected. There are 
vacancies for three part-time members. 


The function of the Pensions Appeal Tribunals for Scotland is to hear 
and decide upon appeals concerning disablement pensions (known as 
War Pensions) arising from service in the Armed Forces, Mercantile 
Marine and Civil Defence etc. All tribunal sittings are in Edinburgh. 


The appointments will be made by the Lord President of the Court of 
Session under section 6 of and paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to the Pensions 
Appeal Tribunal Act 1943. 


This recruitment exercise may also be used as the basis of appointment 
for any other part-time service vacancies which arise during the course 
of 2005. 


It is hoped that the successful candidates will be able to take up their 
appointments in March 2005. 


Expressions of interest, together with a letter giving details of relevant 
experience, should be sent to: 


Bill Barclay, Secretary, 
Pensions Appeal Tribunals for Scotland, 
20 Walker Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7HS 
to arrive no later than midday on Friday 3rd December 2004. 


Further information about the posts may be obtained from the 
Secretary, by telephoning 0131-220-1404. 


op level thanks for Richmond 


www.navynews.co.uk 





BACK on patrol in her primary role as the UK’s contribu- 
tion to the campaign against drug smugglers in the West 
Indies, HMS Richmond has received top level thanks for 
her disaster relief work. 

During a brief spell off Jamaica, Armed Forces Minister Adam 
Ingram flew on board to spend a day at sea with the Type 23 
frigate and thank the ship's company for their efforts in the wake 
of Hurricane Ivan. 

They had been kept busy in the aftermath training and working 
alongside members of the Jamaica Coastguard. 

As reported last month, the Richmond and RFA tanker Wave 
Ruler chased the monster Category 5 storm across the 
Caribbean, restoring power and clearing the path for other relief 
agencies to follow up with longer-term help. 


@ Left: Armed Forces Minister Adam Ingram arrives in HMS 
Rehmond. Below: discussing the ship's relief work with LMA 
Colin ‘Jonah’ Jones 











NORTHROP GRUMMAN 
—— 


Sperry Marine 





International Defence Sales: Sales Executive 


Part of the multi-national Northrop Grumman Group, Sperry Marine incorporates the famous 
brands of Decca, Sperry and C-Plath. We are a world leader in marine electronics: a one-source 
supply company providing everything from radars and gyro compasses to machinery control 
systems. We design, produce, sell and service our products, through world-wide offices and 


representatives. 


Ve are currently looking for a results-oriented Sales professional to sell and promote the 
Company's products and services to naval customers in designated overseas territories. You 
will be responsible for assisting in the preparation of sales forecasts, producing sales quotations 
and proposals and closing deals that meet the expectations of our customers. The role involves 
regular overseas travel to visit customers and representatives as well as participation in exhibitions 


and promotional events. 
The successful candidate is likely to offer the following: 


* proven experience within a sales environment and preferably a naval/military background 

+ understanding of general business and/or international sales procedures 

* willingness to work flexible hours with frequent overseas travel 

* strong interpersonal skills and the appropriate blend of experience to negotiate with 
customers at all levels 

* good numerical, administration and organization skills 

* ability to work and solve problems without close supervision 

* potential and drive 


We will provide the scope to sell a full range of products and systems recognised as some of the 
best in the marine market. ‘The successful candidate will work in an environment, which is 
professional and challenging with opportunities for career development. 


‘The package includes a competitive salary, 26 days’ holiday, pension & life assurance. 


Please apply stating current salary to Human Resources Department, Northrop Grumman 
Sperry Marine, Burlington House, 118 Burlington Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4NR. 
‘Tel: 020 8329 2331, Fax: 020 8329 2451, E-mail Ann.driscoll@sperry.ngc.com, 

Internet. http://www.sperry-marine.com 





Sperry Marine is an Equal Opportunities Employer 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities |*7- 


LIE 


















Sperry Marine 





Inertial Navigation Systems: Marine Service Engineer 





RESERVES 





Part of the multi-national Northrop Grumman Group, Sperry Marine incorporates the famous brands of Decca, Sperry and 
C-Plath. We are a, world leader in marine electronics: 


Leaving the 
full-time Navy? 





a one-source supply company providing everything from radars and gyro 
PP!y y B B gy! 







compasses to machinery control systems. We design, produce, sell and service our products, with offices on every continent and 
have a world-wide network of service depots. 





Reporting to the UK Service Manager, we have a vacancy for a Marine Service Engineer. You will be directly responsible for the 
installation, commissioning and field repair of Ring Laser G 





0 (RLG) products onboard Royal Navy and foreign Navy ships and 
submarines worldwide, often at short notice. ‘The RLG products include the NATO Ships’ Inertial Navigation Systems (SINS) 
and the MK39 Inertial Navigation System (INS). Some short periods at sea on such vessels may also be required. Additions 





ys 
ased systems at our workshop at the European HQ in New Malden. ‘This 
position would be suited to somebody who has recently obtained NHD/NHC grades. 


you will be responsible for repairs and testing of RL 





www.royainavy.mod.uk/mr 


Piease quote Navy News when enquiring: 


You should hav 





08456 07 5S 55 ¢ of electronics and on-board experience of the operation of INS. You may have a background 


from the Weapons Engineering branch of the Royal Navy or the Submarine Service and achieved minimum LWEA or POWEA. 





y. you must have operated and / or maintained such systems onboard. ‘The position requires security clearance to level 





asa prerequisite. 


We offer a competitive salary, 26 days’ holiday, pension & life assurance. 
HAVE YOU 
CONSIDERED 


ADVERTISING Please apply stating current salary to Human Resources Department, Northrop Grumman Sperry Marine, 
Burlington House, 118 Burlington Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4NR. Tel: 020 8329 2331, Fax: 020 8329 2451, 
E-mail Ann.driscoll@sperry.nge.com, Internet.http://www.sperry-marine.com 


The Write Impression 
CV and Resume Writing Experts 
Free Appraisal 
Established 10 years 
All major credit cards accepted 
Tel: 01752 406890 
Email: info@writeimpression.co.uk 
‘www.writeimpression.co.uk 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 
DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE POLICE ASSESS. 

HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leaf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 

PO Box 460, DONCASTER DN4 9XL 

www.newleafeducation.co.uk 












023 9275 6951 


inane ea haOeeo ial Sperry Marine is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


PNi-m AO)O MN itsiaremolelaniciealiarem Clelere ra 
WANNABE A TECH AUTHOR? 


Take control of your own future by achieving Tech 
5360, the best recognised qualification for technical 
authors. 












Study anywhere, any time, with the College which 
is a Preferred Supplier to the Careers Transition 


GOT A COMPUTER?) V'0% chaterae Expedtions is speciatst in the provision of leadership, teamwork and development training for young Partnership. 
S| | people. We require motivated, enthusiastic and experienced individuals to lead our range of educational expedition) : = 
PUT IT TO WORK! programmes in the UK and overseas. The College of Technical Authorship (Ref NN) 


Ear up to £50 hour. Full training provided. Military AT. qualifications and experience recognised (UELIJSMEL etc.) PO Box 7, CHEADLE, SK8 3BY 
Many serving & ex forces personnel sireedy Experience of working with young people such as Cadets/UOTCs would also be an advantage. 0161 437 4235 crossley@coltecha.com 


earrog Mist be determioed end computer and 01288 767917 for Uk opportunities 


literate. Bonuses & Hobday 


www.homebusiness123.co.uk bring your 


aan Enlist on a experience 
rs : Full Time Reserve Service ; 
Par Bg a New , 
ROYAL : / specified location 
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- 2 year commitments. ir 
7 . FTRS rates of pay appl Ss @] e Ss 
Join th veh ll 
@ 10} ‘ and pensionable) The Royal New Zéaland Navy aspires to be 


rye : f CA3 from £23,433 rising to the best/$mall nation Navy in the world. 
Naval :. CAI up to £34,441 To helpis reach our goal, we are looking to 
expand the skills base of our personnel with 
the placement of selected applicants with 
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Careers ’ < > 1 pa ie extensive Royal Navy experience. 
7 5 so that your total 
Service 2 3 Toman ion i Ree We are currently looking for Seaman Officers 
: your basic pay ‘ . evict 
\ ou tha laste (BridgeWatchkeeping and Navigation 


1 @S well as Helicopter Pilots 
? .. - hee! ERP fon desirable) 
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is currently seeking r - Norwich PHFYou ave proven Skillspadaptability and the 
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RN & RM WOs, ‘ \ Oxford aifantastic lifestyle, you may be who we're 
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to work as —~ Bristol Chatham Apply inthe first instance to 


Careers Advisers favyjobs 


at these locations: * For further information please contact: 
DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 It's your future. Launch it. 





38 NAVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 2004 


ee love 
for Mary, 
sister and ship 


The much-married King Henry VIII, who reigned from 1509 to 1547, transformed 


the Navy into a real force. 


He increased the size of the then fleet from a mere five ships more than tenfold 


toa total of 53 
ships. 

One of these 
ships is the 
famous Mary Rose, 
which can still be 
found carefully 
preserved at 
Portsmouth 
Historic Dockyard. 
It is believed that 
the Mary Rose 
was named after 
Princess Mary, 
Henry's youngest 
sister, who became 
Queen of France 
when married to 
King Louis XII. 
Just before his death, 
Henry VIII set up the 
Navy Board in 1546 
responsible for the 
administration of the 
Navy. 

You can still visit Henry's 
famous Mary Rose at 
Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. 

For more information 
visit www. 
historicdockyard.co.uk or 
call 023 9286 1512 for 
24 hour information. 


The start 
ofa 
famous 

° 

diary 
When the monarchy 
was restored in 1660 
following on from Oliver 
Cromwell's rebellion, 
King Charles II took the 
throne. 
He brought the Navy, 
as part of the Armed 
Forces, under the control 
of the crown with the 
Militia Act of 1661 
During Charles’ reign the 
famous diarist, Samuel 
Pepys, became Secretary 
of the Navy Board. He 
proved a strong and 


stalwart defender of the 
Naval service. 


@ The hull of Henry VIII's Mary Rose at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 





Queen’s fight 
against the 
Spanish Fleet 


Although Queen 
Elizabeth I was never in 
the Royal Navy her reign 
from 1558 to 1603 is 
often connected with the 
sea. 

During her time as queen, 
many famous voyages 

of discovery were 
undertaken by people 
such as Sir Walter 
Raleigh and Sir Francis 
Drake to the Americas. 
That last name is also 
linked to a very famous 
Naval victory during 
Elizabeth's rule - the 
Armada. 

A Spanish fleet of 130 
ships set out to invade 
England. 


4, dS) 
fa ee ae 


When the fleet was seen 
from Plymouth Hoe, Sir 
Francis Drake told his 
companions that he would 
first finish his game of 
bowls before setting out 
to take on the enemy 
ships. 

After a series of short 
skirmishes, in the end 
the major battle took 
place off the French 
coast with the English 
finally getting the 
better of their foreign 
rivals. 

By the time the Spanish 
Armada limped back to 
its base port, only 67 

of the original 130-ship 
fleet remained. 


in the 
Senior 
Service 


William LV was known as 
Britain's ‘Sailor King’ 
Before taking the throne 
in 1830, he spent a 
number of years in the 
Royal Navy. 

Prince William joined the 
Navy in 1779 and served 
as a midshipman and 
lieutenant. 

He became a post- 
captain - the equivalent 
of the modern-day 
captain - in 1786, and 
was commanding officer 
of HMS Pegasus in the 
West Indies. 

Nelson, a close friend, 
wrote about William's 
ability as a captain: “His 
Royal Highness keeps up 
strict discipline in his 
ship... she is one of the 
first-ordered frigates I 
have seen.” 

William ended his active 
sea career in 1790 with 
a promotion to rear 
admiral. 

Eventually in 1811 he 
reached the title of 
admiral of the fleet, 

and the title Lord High 
Admiral was brought 
back into use for him in 
1827, 

However it seems the 
title slightly went to 

his head and in 1828 

on board the Royal 
Sovereign he hoisted the 
Lord High Admiral's flag 
and tried to control the 
fleet. 

This behaviour brought 
protests from the king 
and the prime minister, 
and bowed by the outcry 
Prince William resigned 
his Naval post. 

But as king his love for 
the Navy stayed strong. 
Sadly one of William's 
longstanding legacies is 
the phrase ‘Silly Billy’, a 
nickname he earnt during 
his reign. 
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Sadly November usually 
gets a bad press - cold, 
wet and all that. But 
not for this lot, it's 
their birthday month! 


Callum Alderson 
Alex Allen 
Michael Aspin 
James Austin 
Philip Barnes 
Samuel Bastow 
Samuel Bell 
Abbie Blanks 
Richard Bowdell 
Thomas Braide 
James Cambridge 
Charlotte Cannon 
Alan Carle 

Louise Carter 
Leoni Carter 
Charlie Carter 
Lewis Challinor 
Ashley Cole 
James Cook 
Charlotte Crook 
Sean Dale 
Charlie Dewing 
Keeley Elston 
Nathanial Evans 
Shelby Finlayson 
Gavin Freeman 
Emily-Jane Fry 
Christopher Garcia 
Stephen Green 
Matthew Haines 
Joseph Hawkesby 
Luke James 
Lisamarie Janman 
Adam Kear 

Paul Kitching 
Rowan Lavington 
Alex MacDonald 
Ben MacKey 
Daniel Magee 
Nadine Manning 
Daniel Martin 
Charlotte Mason 
Laura Mason 
Callum May 
Edward McDonald 
Ross McInally 
Cameron McInally 
Ross Morgan 
Robert Osborne 
Lauren Patmore 
Andrew Pollock 
Sarah Robinson 
Zachery Rumfitt 
Adam Savidge 
Laurie Seve 
Aubyn Shortland 
George Shotton 
Callum Shuttleworth 
John Smith 

Ben Taylor 
Sarah Thirrovez 
Adam Thrower 
Gemma Tubby 
Samuel Valentine 
Jack Vardy 

Nina Wadds 
Amy Walker 
Taylor Webb 
Edward West 
Oliver Whalley 
Liam Whittaker 
Rhys Williams 
Simon Yeadon 
Gavin Young 
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Where in the world 


Place: Portede de-France 
Martinique (France) 

What's it like: A small 

French island in the 





Jordan’s 
welcome 
back 


Here at the Young 
Readers Club we were 
delighted to get a 
letter from Jordan 
McCuskey (mem. 2994). 
Here's why: 

“I'm really pleased to be 
a member of YRC again. 
I love reading the Navy 
News. 


“My grandad served in 
the Royal Navy Fleet 
Air Arm from 1942-46 
and 1949-56 in HMS 
Glory, HMS Theseus 
and Monab VI [an air 
base in Australia]. 
“My cousin Paul is 
currently serving in 
HMS Cattistock. 
“Grandad went all over 
the world and stayed in 
Malta for three years. 


“I love football. I am 
goalkeeper for my local 
team. I also play cricket 
and basketball. 

“I don't go to Sea 
Cadets as there aren't 
any near here, but I am 
joining the Navy when 
I'm old enough.” 

Jordan also sent us 

in photographs of the 
ships on which grandad 
served, and a copy of 
the Japanese surrender 
at the end of World 
War II signed on board 
HMS Glory. 

T's all fascinating 
stuff, Jordan, thank 
you so much for writing 
in to us here at YRC. 

If someone in your 
family was in the Navy 
do you know much about 
their life? Ask them for 
their stories. 














Country: 


Caribbean 








Place: J 
Country: 


Capital: Accra 


Brigade Recce Force 3 Commando 
le near Achiase 


What's it like: Tropical lowland 


The man who 
never meant 


Another British king also 
came to be called the 
Sailor King. 

This was George V - he 
served in the Royal Navy 
for 15 years, and the 
Navy was his life and 
career. 

George was never meant 
to be king, his elder 
brother Albert Victor 
was due to take the 
throne but sadly died of 
pneumonia in 1892. 
George's promotion 

to Prince of Wales as 
next in line brought a 
premature end to his 
thriving Naval career. 
By this time George 

had reached the rank 
of commander, and had 
commanded two ships of 
his own, Torpedo Boat 
No.79 and HMS Thrush. 
His early Naval career 
had seen George 
circumnavigate the 
globe on board HMS 
Bacchante, in company 
with his elder brother, 
Albert, the boy who 
would have been king. 
During their three year 
voyage on board the 
Bacchante, George saw 
the world, acquired 
tattoos, took up all sorts 
of Naval habits, and 


MEMBERS ONLY COMPETITION 


& 
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to be king 





@ King George V 


encountered the ghostly 
Flying Dutchman. 
George's last command 
was the cruiser HMS 
Crescent in 1898 as a 
captain. Eventually when 
George took to the 

th as king in 1910 


yo 








‘School attended 


he achieved the title 
Admiral of the Fleet. 


Years after George had 
last set foot on board a 
warship, he still carefully 
wore ironed trousers 
with the Naval crease 
from side to side, he 
bore the full beard of 
the Naval service, and 
absentmindedly knocked 
his biscuits against the 
dinner table to dislodge 
the weevils that infested 
shipboard fare. 

And during all this time 
in the Royal Navy George 
carried an awful burden 
-a terrible tendency to 
sea-sickness! 

So if you get sea-sick, 
don't give up on the Navy, 
you're in fine company - 
King George V himself. 
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a ships and people of the Royal Navy have been travelling all around 
P ite world for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they 
mum a have visited recently... 







RFA Diligence 
Ploce: Toman Ts Island 
unt 
What i ke’ The en of 
insul sia plus part 
Pf the island of Borneo 
Capital: Kuala Lumpur 
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Asecond 
George 
to follow 
in his 
father’s 
footsteps 


King George V's second 
son had a similar 
experience to his 
father. 
The prince served in 
the Royal Navy during 
World War T, including 
the Battle of Jutland, 
and was never destined 
to be king. 
But when his elder 
brother Edward VIII 
abdicated the throne, 
the conscientious 
ae became 
Ki VI and 
raed From 1936-52. 
His experience in the 
military meant that 
George was committed 
to visiting the troops 
during World War II 
he could. 
His dedication forged 
a strong bond between 
the king and country. 
George VI instituted 
the Cross and 
George I. 





we eweenne 








or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk 
You can also enrol online at wwwinavynews.co.uk/youngreaders or over the phone 
' ho 


by credit or debit cards (we accept payment by: Visa, Mastercard, Delts o1 





This month 


On November 4, 1843, 
the statue of Admiral 
Horatio Nelson was 
finally set atop his 
namesake column in 
Trafalgar Square. 
Originally the statue 
destined to stand upon 
the column had been 
that of William IV, 
but after his death in 
1837 it was decided 
that neither he nor 
his recently crowned 
daughter Victoria should 
receive the honour. 
Instead the time was 
right to honour Britain's 
Naval hero, Nelson 
The statue had been 
exhibited in an enclosure 
close to the base of the 
column for some days 
before it was raised to 
its lofty destination 
This process was to take 
two days, with the legs 
and lower part of the 
body raised on the first 
day, and the upper body 
and arm united to make 
the whole on the next. 
The statue was sculpted 
by Edward Hodges Baily 
from stone brought from 
the Scottish quarry of 
the Duke of Buccleuch. 
Once completed a 
flagstaff was erected 
and the union jack 
proudly displayed above 
the statue's head. 
The Times newspaper 
of 1843 said: “It is a 
ney fine, noble, and 
li-executed effigy 
of England's greatest 
Naval warrior and... will 
form a noble testimonial 
to his memory and a 
great ornament to the 
metropolis.” 
The final elements of 
the column took longer 
to complete. The 
carvings of Nelson's 
famous battles - Nile, 
Copenhagen, St Vincent 
and Trafalgar - were not 
added until 1854 
And the famous dark 
bronze lions that guard 
the base of the column 
were finally in place in 
1867. 


Next month 
Naval aviation 

back to before World 
War TI when the Royal 


Wh Corps, Naval 
was set up in 


io Naval folk 
can be found in the 
skies above our heads 
in Harriers, Sea 


Kings? Merlins, Lynx 
Gazelles. 


More next month. 
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of Navy News 
families or any co! 
associated with the 
competition, 


The decision of the 

it is final, 
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are ayvailab! 
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Sea Cadets 


1SL warns of looming crisis in camps accommodation 


New threat to 
training role 


EA Cadets 
for the RN 


top. 


First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West told the All. Party 
roup 

last month that experience had 
shown that young people who 
d later 

iended to do well 


Parliamentary Sea Cadet 


vice. 


nce a very low 


drop out rate and with their sub- 
sequent 
Service 

he said. 


“Indeed, over 35 per cent of 
my Senior Ratings have a history 
in uniformed youth 
organisations. Over the past five 

per cent 
¢ joined from the 
12 per cent being 


Cadet Forces, 
Sea Cadets. 
They are 
derful soure 
cians for RI 
and female!” 


in addition a won 
of trained mu 
ands 


Admiral West said that apart 
from visits by warships and those 
pund the 


of the R 
UK, 
presen 


‘A to ports a 
the most visible com: 


Cadets. 


“Those of you who were able 


to join HMS Ark Royal 
Greenwich at the be; 
the or have seen ¢3 
ein Trafalgar $ 
Remembran 
observed their smartness 
t pride. 
“In simple terms, in m: 
munities today, some 
the country, Sea Cadets are the 


constant reminders that the UK 


re good 
and that 
comes from the very 


progression in the 
enjoy high levels of 


both male 


n the community of the 
Royal Navy uniform was the Sea 


Jets on 
are or on 
will have 
and 


still has a Navy even, if is true, the 
© not members of 
roadly, the SCC helped 
young people to become respon: 
sible citizens, giving them the 
opportunity to develop their per- 
sonal skills within a disciplined 
framework. Most cadets did not 
join the RN but enjoyed success 
ful careers both in the public ser- 
vices 

Ambulance nd many other 
facets of civilian life. 

“With the decline of the fishing 
fcets they are also an important 
source of volunteers for the 
RNLI. There is no doubt in my 
mind that this aspect of 
Cadet training offers society a 
huge benefit. It is one area, whicl 
I believe is not 
recognition by cithert local or 
central government or indeed the 
educational establishment in 
state schools. 

Admiral West repeated the 
appeal for more volunteer 
helpers made by the new 
Commodore SCC, Cdre Laurie 
Brokenshire, in October's Navy 
News. 

“L vigorously support the 
drive to overhaul 4 
the inte ing and support 
processes with a view to increased 
simplification and therefore a 
reduction in the burden on indi- 
vidual volunteers who already 
have full time occupation: 

The reduction in Service train- 
ing estate was going to plac 
great pressure on all Services to 
meet the accommodation needs 
for cadet camps, the Admiral 
varned 

“As centralised training takes 
place during school holidays this 
tsa problem that will increasingly 
come to the fore. Cheap and safe 
cadet accommodation ts increas 


Falklanders 
fly 8,000 

miles for a 
ducking... 


FOUR Cadets from the most southerly unit of the SCC 


flew to 


the UK courtesy of the RAF for a week's training in HMS Bristol 


Bee geta 
buzz out 
of rugger 


TSBEE were invited to 
Whitchaven Rugby _ League 
Football Club fora special training 
session run by two of its full-time 
players. 

Some 18 cadets took part in the 
session led by Sam Obst and Ryan 
Tandy which included running and 
passing drills, ‘kicking tennis’ and 
a short tag rugby match 

One routine had the cadets run- 
ning through a rope ladder laid on 
the ground, putting one foot in 
cach space — and there was a 
penalty of five press-ups if they got 
it wrong. 

The Bees were busy elsewhere 
on the sports front — they collected 
two of the three group trophies in 
their District. Swimming 
Competition at Workington plus 
the Shrewsbury Cup as overall 
winners. 

















The one and only ‘Type 12 
destroyer, which saw service in the 
alklands campaign in 1982, now 
lays host to thousands of cadets 
cach year as a training ship at 
Portsmouth 

After the safety brief, the quar 
tet quickly got changed into boat 











ing capsize techniques in the com 
pany of the Officer-in-Charge of 
TS Endurance CPO Keith 
Reddick 

A full week of training and visits 
followed, which made for a very 
intense programme. 

All four cared sailing qual 
cations after training by Lt Cdr 








Lappin. Visits were made to HMS 
Victory, ‘Action Stations’ and Fort 
Nelson, the Royal Armouries 
Muscum. 

The Falkland Islanders teamed 
up with cadets from Stoke-on- 
Trent unit TS Talent for Dog 
Watch duties and there was the 
usual exchange of cap tallies. 

@IN AT THE DEEP END: 
Falkland Islands cadets take a 
dip in Portsmouth Harbour and 
(inset) dry off on board HMS 
Bristol. 











ingly at a premium.” 

ere was also the problem of 

The Sea Cadet C 

and Sea Cadet Association were 
funded differently to-the Am 
and RAF cadets» The SCA 
received public funds from the 
MOD - some £4,380,000 — to pro- 
vide the HQ structure and 
national training facilities in sup- 
port of the Corps. But individual 
units were not directly funded 
and were stand-alone charities 
which raised, on estimation, 
similar amount to pay their run- 
ning costs. 


“1 believe the value of a 
well motivated and led 
youth organisation in 386 
communities and towns up 
and down the country 
needs to be more widely 
recognised. 

“It has a positive contribution 
to make in a society where 
parental control is not uniform. 

“Many Sea Cadet Units are in 
modern facilities, but many arc 
not. To attract the young we need 
to update those facilities and this 
burden cannot be taken on by the 
MOD. 

“There isa major roe for local 
authorities in perhaps reducing 
the rent and rate burden on Units 
and to assist adet Units with 
purpose bui tics. 

“At the end of the day we have 
to offer aspirational facilities 
linked to the ‘Serious Fun’ that is 
already the 


© First Sea Lord Admiral Sir 
Alan West shares a joke with 
(L-R) Peter Bottomley, MP, Lt 
Cdr (SCC) Janet Picton and 
van __ Henderson, MP, 
Chairman of the All Party SCC 
Parliamentary Committee 








www. navynews.co.uk 











www.navynews,co.uk 





Sea Cadets 















NEW Commodore Sea Cadets 
Cadre Laurie Brokenshire pays 
his first visit to TS Duke of 
York, the SCC National Sail 
Training Centre at Weymouth 
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SAILING FIRST FOR 





EASTERN Area Officer Cdr 
David Kent is seen here 
a member of the Guard 
ing out with his Isabelle to 
inspect the Malta GC unit. 

Guests included the British 
High Commissioner Mr Vincent 
Fean, Australian High Comm: 
issioner Mr Richard Palk, US 
Naval Attache Cdr Philip Munaco 
and three members of the Royal 
Naval Officers Association 

They were treated to four sepa- 
rate evolutions carried out by the 
Unit's Divisions, The 
Cadets di d 














culinary expertise 
cooking a variety of 
At the end Cdr Kent 


after 
omelettes. 
and his wife sat down to a mini 
Mess Dinner 
Achievement_certif 
presented to 32 Cadet 


ates. were 
nd Mr 
Fean handed over his High 
Commissioner's Cadet award to 
LC Silvio Vella, who is to give him 








him on various offic 


nying 


sccomp 








The Unit's Marine Cadets also 
underwent their annual field 
assessment under the watchful eye 


of CSGT Bryan Reynolds. 





RYE unit'’s'Ready 
Steady Cooks’ used 
their annual inspection 
to show off their culi- 
nary skills. 

An evolution based on 
the TV celebrity chef 
show had Area Officer 
Cdr Jos Binns tasting 
the end product — meals 
cooked camping style. 

The evening was well 
attended by parents and 
friends including the 
Mayor of Rye, Cllr lan 
Potter, and the Chief 
Executive of Wealden. 

Lt Kate Russell, a 
flight controller in HMS 
Invincible, TS Rye's affil- 
jated ship, was another 
welcome guest. 

@ TASTING TIME: Cdr 
Jos Binns samples the 
fare cooked up by TS 
Rye 








NORTHAMPTON 


NORTHAMPTON Cadets are seen enjoying a highly suc- 
cessful camp at Portsmouth, where they underwent 
waterborne training with the Royal Navy. A first for 
Northampton is the selection of LC Luke Beasley to rep- 
resent the SCC in the Laser Sailing Class at the National 
Sailing Regatta at Portsmouth. He hopes to continue 
locally with his sailing by gaining a Sailing Instructor 
Apprenticeship. 
















































One more string to his bow 


NEW Lord Lieutenant's Cadet for Berkshire Henley 
Unit PO Christian Barker is also holding down two 
separate jobs — one with the local Boots mini photo 
lab and the other, keeping up his interest in boats, 
with Hobbs boat hire on the Thames. He hopes to join 
the Royal Navy soon. 
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Encouraging opening 
to boxing season 


THE boxing season started promisingly as Portsmouth 
and Plymouth Commands plus the Royal Marines hosted 


their annual championships. 


British Middleweight champion 


‘Scott Dann watched Ply- 


mouth's pugilists in action while at CTCRM in Lympstone the 


Fleet Protection 


took the Corps’ boxing honours in an 


impressive evening of novice boxing. 
A packed gymnasium at HMS Nelson watched its area cham- 


pionships, after first being 


warmed up by a ‘star-studded’ Dos 


sic DSS Ot BOI g RS eagOCLES Ee Ore Nae 
lors. 


The boxing was pretty impressive too. For the first time in 
about three decades HMS Temeraire entered a team, coached 
by RN boxing coach assistant and PT course instructor PO 


Jason Steele, and promptly won. 


All bouts have been watched by Combined Services/RN 


Boxing Coach PO(PT) ‘Q” 
both by the standard of 
are receiving around the 


who says he's impressed 


‘and the quality of coaching they 
ior Service's establishments. 


The next chance to shine before the top coach is at the Navy 
novice championships hosted by the Wyvern Centre at HMS 


Drake on November 11. 


As Navy News went to press this month, the RN squad was in 
action against the Western Counties in Bristol. 

Impending fixtures include bouts against London Select and 
the Southern Counties. See December's issue for 


ond bo: tal RN 
bolster besarte 


quality of 


Potential coaches should contact Steve Penberthy at HMS 
Temeraire on military 9380 26718. Prospective referees should 
call CPO Jaz Jarry on 07765 468309. 


Royals demolished 
by RN judo team 


THE tof Britain's elite fi 
ing force wasn't cnough to match 
the guile of the RN as sailors and 
Royal Marines fought for Senior 
Service judo honours 
The RN subjected the Royals to 
5-0 whitew 














despite the green 

rets bringing al m 
HMS. Nelson, 

ald on to the team title 

The annual championships sav 











ingest number 
years in the individual events. 
The highlight of the day was a 
ash between MNE New (42 Cdo) 
ind AEM Clements (HMS Sultan) 
in the Under Sikg final 
The Royal ran out the winner 
but the engineer gained revenge in 
the team event by defeating New 


f of competitors 














Results 
Masters Championship: Gold - CPO J 
Thacker (AFCO Shrewsbury), Silver — CSgt 


¢ Waite (CTCRI 
Mens’ Open: Gold ~ S/ALt M Shaw (HM 
qwood), Silver CPO C Bowen (F 








ord), Bronze - CPO | Clark (MCTA Port 
smouth VAEM J Clement (Sut 
Ladies’ Open: Gold - DSA V 
tan), Sliver ~ PO{STO) J Bates 
wood), Bronze - WTR V Gittens 
Spirit of Judo: MEA T Ridsit 
Black Beit: Under 66K: Gold 
tan), Silver P Belcher (+ Under 
73Kg: Gold - C Bowen, Sliver P James 
Bronze ~ T Ridsill. Under 81Kg: 
Gold — R New Silver ~ J Ciem- 
ent. Bronze ~ T Miller ¥ 
INC): Under 90Kg: Gold ~ | Clark, Silver 






C Russett 















Bronze ~ J Thacker 
‘Under 100Kg: 

1 Wishart mM). Over 100K9. 

M Shaw (Comngwood). Silver — © 
Sherrington (CTCAM), Bronze - J Curtis- 


Dawson (Vigilant 
KYU Grade: Under 73Kg: Gold ~ P James. 
Silver ~ C Russell, Bronze ~ T RidsilvP 
Belcher; Under 81Kg: Gold ~ T Miller, Sil- 
ver — N Fallows (York). Bronze - J Binns 
(BRNCVC MeGing (Colingwood), Under 
90Kg: Gold - C Waite, Silver — T Archer 
wood): Over 90Kg: Gold ~ C Shering: 
ton, Silver ~1 Wishart 
Novice Under 73Kg: Gold ~ T Ridsill, Si 
ver ~P James 
Novice Over 73Kq: Gold - J Binns, Silver 
~T Miller, Bronze ~ C McGing/A Leverton 
Team Event: AN 5, RM 














@ This year's ball was particularly heavy... The RN Divers line up for 
their championship at Southwick Park 


Divers wrestle for 
golfing honour 


SOUTHWICK Park outside Port- 
smouth was the ideal setting for 
this year's RN Divers’ Golf Cham- 
pionships which drew 96 members 
of the ‘frogman’ community 

In one of the closest-fought co 
tests in recent years, played over 36 
holes, PO(D) Sean Meleady took 
a one stroke lead at the half-way 
point, with PO(D)s Jim Lynch, N 
Smith, CPO(D) Buck Rodgers and 
former WO(D) John Dadd snap- 
ping at his heels. 

Mcleady broke away from the 
pack on the second round to take 
the title with 152, WO Dadd was 
the closest challenger on 157. 














LD Paul Tudor took the Full- 
erton Sherwood Stableford_ title 
with 83 pts; First Division Stabl- 
eford winner was former CPO(D) 
Pat Pattinson on 79 pts, ahead of 
CPO(D) N Rodgers on 76. 

Divers’ guest chan was S 
Mayes and the ever-popular So- 
lent Divers Team Trophy went to 
Crookhorn Steelers. 

WO Dadd collected the veterans 
. PO Meleady picked up the 
Mick Fellows Pairs Shield and lan 
Skulicz enjoyed a gallon of whisky 
for the shot nearest the pi 

The event also raised £300 for 
the Rowans Hospice in Purbrook. 























@ Lt Cdr Dan Vin- 
cent shows off 
the skills which 
won him the Solo 
title (left) and 
the magnificent 
setting of Lake 
Garda in the Ital- 
ian Alps for the 
RS Eurocup 


Pictures: Martn Toz 
Roger Saynor 





Dan breezes to 
solo title 


IF you win a major sport- 
ing event you may feel like 
jumping up and down or 
opening a bottle of bubbly 
Not Lt Cdr Dan Vincent, who 
felt a sigh of relief after days of 





racing in Plymouth Sound to 
take the 2004 Solo Nationals. 
With 








ervice commitments meant Stu 
Dando and Lt Cdr Vincent were 
the only RN representatives, and 
the latter went into the contest with 
mixed feelings 

Before the 
think it is fair to say that I felt like 
lan Perey prior to the Olympic re 


championships. I 





gata at Athens ~ if the wind was 
asonably strong then I had a 

chance of winning, but if it was ¢ 

sistently weak, then all bets wou 






be off 
Wood. 

Day one opened with Force 3 
wind conditions and after a poor 
Dan his way into 


said Dan, based at Abbey 


start 





showing ~ ending in 
victories, with Dan on top 
aderboard, but ominously 





of the k 
also with the wind tailing o! 

A strong challenge came from 
whose “cavalier 
to races brought him 








approach 
two victories, while light wind ex 


perts such as Paul Childs were also 
snapping a 

meanwhile 
tactic to hold 
tently finishing in the 


the officer's heels; he, 





adopted the ‘steady 





eddie n to top § 





overall, consi 














Goldhawk could only 
finish in fourth, while Dan 
struggled to eighth place... 
and heaved a sigh of relief 
as he sailed back to the slip- 
way as national champion. 


The officer's brother, Rob, took 
ninth place, while Stu Dando was 
60th. 

Meanwhil 
was victory 
pt — fc 
ing, as he lift 
Service Keelt 


in the Solent there 
years after his first 
hard Spald 
the Gold Cup Joint 
it Sailing Trophy 

Cdr Spalding (MOD London) 
aided by Dave Ward (Sultan) and 
Tim Scarisbrick (Culdre 
fight every inch of the way aga 
tough competition to beat 16 crev 
from across the three Services 

Further afield, Lake G 
the Italian Alps was the magnifi 
cent setting as a 20-strong RN/RM 
peted in the 2004 RS Eu: 
npionships ~ an event 
open to all boats designed for the 
RS Class 

After excellent weather for the 
first round of the 200s, MID Ham 
ish Walker and Dave Steed set the 




















dain 





team com 
rocup Ch 











Almost a top ten finis 


standard for the RN competitors 





the line in sece 
provisionally — with 
ings by CSgt Grahame Forshaw/Lt 
Cdr Roger Saynor in third place 
and Lt Gavin Marshall and Chri 
Wood 


crossing 





nd place 
rong stand: 














For the 400 flee 
conditions wasp. 
work. Marshall showed some fan 
tastic downwind skills, while For 
shaw was unlucky to put his boat in 
on a final gybe when in fifth place 

Marshall improved on his first 























round performance in the second 
race, crossing the line in fourth to 
take sixth position overall. CPO 
Glyn Deakin ended in cleventh 
place overall, despite breaking his 
tiller on the second race 

Results 

RS 200. | ~ MID Hamish Waker 

ton URNU)Dave Steed 

RS 400: 6 ~ Lt Gavin Marshall (St A 
Chris Wood, 7 ~ CSgt Grahame Forshaw 


ONPTSVLt Cdr Roger Saynor (CIN 
Fleet), 11 ~ CPO Glyn Deakin (MASU)At 
Giles Hadiand (Kee). 13 - Cdr Wayne 
Shirley Fe Yeovton)Jason Shirley. 
14 ~ ‘Sits Andy Thomas/Mark Davies 
both Southampton URNU), 15 ~ SAL1 Ben 
Shirley/MID tan Le Poidevin s 


ampton URNU) 7 


for Jamie 


MEDICAL Assistant Jamie Smith 
came within a whisker on making 
the top ten when he competed in 
the European Duathlon Champi 
onships in Swansea 

The chief petty officer from 
HMS Vivid joined athletes from 
across the continent for the event 
10km run, 40km cycle ride and 
$km run to finish off ~ in wet and 
windy conditions around the Welsh 
port 

CPO Smith, competing in the 
30-34 age group. kept the leaders 
in sight on the first race, then 
pushed himself to the limit in foul 
weather on the bike 

That proved to be his undoing 
ahead of the final run and despite 
his best efforts to make the top 
ten, but missed out coming in 11th. 
senior rating’s next goal 
ake the World Age Group 
pionships. 

More details on duathlon/tria- 
thlon in the RN at www.nrmtri 
co.uk 





























Ch: 





@ Feel the pain: CPO(MA) Smith 
grimaces on the run around 
Swansea 





wwwnavynews.co.uk 





Dive, dive, dive 
as Scylla pulls 
in the crowds 


FORMER Leander class frigate 
HMS Seylla has proved to be a 
jor draw for divers in the south- 
west 

Activity in the a of Whitsand 
Bay among the diving community 
has increased nearly threefold 
the ship was sunk on behalf 
of the National Marine Aquarium 
in Plymouth 

Scylla was scuttled at the end of 
March to create an artificial reef 














for marine life and to encourage 
dive-tourism in the area. 

Figures recorded by the Rame 
Coastwatch Station show a 
average of 300 RIBs bobbing 
around the wreck site each month 
does not 





the station 
record carly-mornin; 
time dives, so activity is likely to be 
even greater 

To bolster interest in the reef, a 
series of underwater web cameras 
will be activated shortly and next 
year a six-man submarine will take 
sightseers to Scylla 

More details from www.na- 
tional-aquarium.co.uk 


Forces fight for 
golfing pride on 
The Rock 


THE RN took the bulk of the hon 
ours as the three Services battled it 
out for golfing pride in Gibraltar 
The Rock-based military and ci 
vilian personnel headed across the 
border into Spain to the Alcaidesa 
Links course as 30 members of the 
Combined Services Golf Society 
joined nine guests on the fairways. 
LOM Liam Palin took the 2004 
title, beating MOD civilian An 


drew Harrisc » second place 

















Best Gross: 





igo! MacBeth (Serv 
Best Stableford: Capt 
Richie Player (Army), Division 1: 1 ~ Julie 
Brewer (Services Education Teacher). 2 
PO{CA) Bomber Wells. 3- WO Bob 
Pace, Division 2: 1 ~ Trish MacBeth 


102 Education Teacher), 2- Brad 
Bradshaw (MOD Civilian), 3~ Tom Rooney 
PCG Contractor); Division 3: 1 ~ Lt Debbie 


Vout, 2= WO Paul Youngman, 3~ Dean 
Vickers 


Commodore's Cup 
proves a pinch 
assault for Albion 


PLYMOUTH Sound was the 
setting for the inaugural Commo 
dore’s Cup for the Navy and Royal 
Marines’ landing craft fraternity 

The contest was set up to foster 
1 spirit of competition, esprit de 

ops and technical skills among 
the assault squadrons of the Am 
phibious Task Group. 

Teams from 1 Assault Squad 
ron RM (RM Poole), 539 ASRM 
(Turnchapel) 4 ASRM (HMS. 
Bulwark), 6 ASRM (Albion) and 
9 ASRM (Ocean) headed out in 
Plymouth Sound for a series of 
es and tasks which ran 








By dawn, 6 ASRM were 
declared the winners, collecting 
the cup from outgoing COMATG 
Care Chris Parry. The cup will be 
contested again in June, 


Pin pals wanted 


TEN pin bowling buffs are looking 
for fellow enthusiasts to join their 
league side in Portsmouth 

The team bowls in the Trophies 
League at the AMF Bow! in 
Arundel Street from 5.50pm on 
Mondays and normally finish by 
around 7.10. 

Details from Nick Spivey on 
military 9380 25666 or drop in on 
the centre on Monday evenin 


Cricket courses 


HMS Temeraire in Portsmouth 
will host t course for prospective 
cricket umpires and scorers on 
February 7-9, as well as those wish 
ing to brush up on their knowledge 
prior to an oral examination. 
Details from Capt Ray Holyer 
(0121 627 8370) or Lt Cdr David 
Cooke (023 9272 3 
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iB. 
Sacha’s a one- 
hit wonder 


FENCER Lt Sasha Brooks RNR 
brought back « medal as the high- 
est-placed female at the annual 
RAF one-hit epee competition 
held at Cosford, 

Lt Brooks (pictured above) 
collected her medal as a member 
of the RN B team in the contest 
where competitors fence for the 
team trophy and individual medals 
in 30 fights in which the winner is 
the first to score a point against 
their opponent. 

Despite a promising start, RN 
A, led by Lt Cdr Matt Clark (JSC- 
SC) with LAEM Mark Needham 

; a .t Raplh Coffey 
(Sultan), failed to find the form 
which had brought the one-hit title 
home for three consecutive years 

The RN B side, the only all-fe- 
male team in the Contest, compris- 
ing Lt Brooks, S/Lt Amanda Hale 
(King Alfred) and NA(SE) Ellie 

u out of 













































cams. 

Lt Brooks and NA(SI 
passed on their fencing expertise 
to RN reservists at HMS Flying 
Fox in Bristol, including unit CO 

Cdr David Kay ~a former epee 
ist — as part of a series of taster 
sessions for the sport at reserve 
establishments. 

Meanwhile, the RN Amateur 
Fencing Association celebr: 
its 85th birthday with a blac 
dinner this month (details from Lt 
Keith Bowers on 07968 826625) 
and the 100th anniversary of 
competititive fencing in the Senior 
Service. 


Ladies dish 
out a football 
masterclass 


RN Ladies opened the new foot 
ball season with a thrashing of a 
south-coast side, 

Christchurch Ladies probably 
wished they had not turned up as 
they were put to the sword 8-0. 

OM Julie Hewitt (HMS Mon- 
trose) opened the scoring after 
slow start by the RN — the first of 
four goals she was to notch up. 

With PO(MEA) Wendy Frame 
(HMS Liverpool) playing out of 
her skin and midfield dynamo 
PO(PT) Mitch Bowen (HMS 
Excellent) controlling the centre 
of the park, Christchurch we: 
offered no way back. 

PO(AEM) Marisa Dryhurst 
(Raleigh) hit a stunning 20-yard 
shot into the top corner for 
number five and HMS Illustrious’ 
added number six before half time. 

The second half saw Christel 
urch mount two good attacks ~ but 
lise — before WTR 
farsh and a debut goal 
D Emma Johnson sealed a 
comprehensive victory 


Two weeks of 
winter ‘olympics’ 
on the horizon 


PREPARATIONS are already in 
hand for the Senior Services’ “Win- 
ter Olympics’ — 14 days of Alpine 
sports at Les Menuires, France, 
Next year's olympiad runs from 
Jan 9-22 and is open to all RN, 
RM, RNR and RMR personnel, 
plus Army and RAF person- 
ched to RN units ~ who 
are members of the Royal Navy 
Winter Sports Association. 
The championships are aimed 
at all ability levels, from novice 
upwards. 





Walls 
































































Football victory north of the border 


THEIR national side might not be faring too 
well on the international stage, but at least 
sailors have salvaged some Scottish pride 
on the football pitch. 

Scotland took home the Inter-Command 
title after a tight tournament at HMS Drake. 
After a round-robin stage between the Roy- 
al Marines, Plymouth and Naval Air Com- 
mand in one group, and Scotland, Fleet and 
Portsmouth in the second, the green berets 
and the Scots clashed for the title. 

The Royals, beaten finalists 12 months 





SITTING proudly in the tro- 
phy cabinet of HMS Temer- 
¢ for the first is the Inter- 
Services Rugby League title 

fter sailors and marines 
scored a historic victory over 
the Army. 

The RN team spoiled the sol- 
diers’ 10th birthday party for the 
sport, defeating the Army on their 
home turf of Aldershot, 17-10. 

Having dispatched the RAF with 
aplomb at Burnaby Road, the sail- 
ors and Royals made the short trip 
to the soldiers’ hi 
that they could lose 
still take the Inte 
after the Air Fore 
Amy. 

But the RN didn’t want to take 
the title with any assistance from 
outside and put on a show for vari- 
‘ous RL luminaries including veter- 
an BBC commentator Ray French 
s the match was broadcast to Serv- 
ice locations around the world by 
BEBS. 

Determined to avoid a series 
whitewash, the soldiers started the 
more strongly and scored the only 
try of the first half when winger 
Ben Taylor spied a hole in the RN 
defence to slip over. 

Two penalties from the trusted 
boot of Scot Partis kept the scores 
level at despite a barrage 
from the Arm 

A penalty from full back Lee ine 
Innes two minutes into the second through 
period saw the Army take the lead 
again, but once again the sailors 
demonstrated “bounce 
to take cl 




















17 pts and 
ervices trophy 
defeated the 





























tage. 

















Within 





‘Substitute Chris Thompson then 

sed the 
crumbling Army defence 
for the RN’s first try of the after- 
noon, converted by 





game was out of the Army 


ago, took the lead when Cpl Richard Grif- 
fin (CTCRM) slotted the ball past Scottish 
keeper MEM Martin Webster (Neptune) 
= who then kept the marines at bay with a 
string of fine blocks. MEM Green brought 
the scores level with a volly and substitute 
LPT Al Donnelly (Neptune) put the Scots 
ahead.with 15 minutes to go. 

His strike looked to have won the game, 
only for a Royals equaliser in the dying 
minutes of normal time. It proved to be the 
green berets’ last hurrah. Visibly tiring as 


JUNGLIE 





For the 





snowboarding 





boat r 
12-20mph. 





Army 
lar wakeboarders 
cream of the crop to 
Milton Keyne: 











wakeboarding conte: 
Being sporting ¢ 





Keith Considine, 
in Yeovilton. 


odd dunking (left) 


the corner. 










avy's lead as he ran 





Partis. 


five more minutes, the 








pilot Lt Victoria 
“Vee’ Arden flew the flag for 
the RN in the up-and-com- 
ing sport of wakeboarding — 
and left most of the soldie 
trailing behind her. 

uninitiated, 
boarding is a mix of ‘surfing, 
id water-ski- 
ing: a_rider ts towed behind a 
a board at speeds of 


‘So new is the sport that the RN 
doesn't have a team yet, but the 
muster about 80 regu- 
id invited the 
Villen Lake in 
and Holme Pierre- 
pont near Nottingham for the first 








aps, the soldiers 
threw the contest open to guest rid- 
ers from the RN: Lts Victori 

Arden, Graham Humphric 
all from 845 NAS. 


Lt Arden took up the sport to We 
improve her kitesurfing skills, but 


© Victoria found controlling 
the world’s biggest kite rather 
taxing... (Above left) Lt Arden 
boards her way to sixth place 
in the first Army wakeboarding 
championships ~ despite the 


when Dan Johnson sent a 
pass to Richie Neve on the wing to 
outpace the defence for a score in 





‘An Army rally saw Jonah N 


» but it was too late 


was the defeat of the Academy 


grasp who were defeated by the Army. 


the match moved into extra time, Scotland 
began piercing the RM defence sufficiently 
for PO(PT) Steve O'Neil (Neptune) to side- 
foot the ball home from close-range to seal 
a 3-2 victory. 

Winning captain PO(PT) Davie Wilson 
collected the trophy from the vice-presi- 
dent of the RNFA, Brig Garry Robison, while 
40 Cdo's L/Cpl Simon Bochenski collected 
the man-of-the-match award from Gerry 
McCabe, assistant manager of Plymouth 
Argyle. 


to the max 


has since dropped the latter in fa- 
vour of wakeboarding. 

She saw off 19 of the Army com 
petitors at the first championships 
(plus two RN colleagues) to end 
in sixth place. Lt Humphries was 
placed 14th and Lt Considine came 

2Sth. 

The boarders spent three days 
in Milton Keynes, two for train 
and one for competition in di 
plines including cable, kicker and 
slider. 

The competitors then moved 
north for the last two days of the 
contest focusing on the boat com- 
petition on the Trent. 

The next step for the RNAS 
Yeovilton-based officer is to ensure 
the sport is formally recognised as 

official sport in the Senior Serv- 

and see a Combined Services 

ctition held in 2005 
fakeboarding is currently un- 
recognised, unloved and unfunded 
cross the Forces, but it’s about to 
enter the main arena,” said Lt Ar- 
den. 











wake- 
























ic 
com 











aiming to beat the Army 
and, to coin one of their slogans, be 
the best. We want to show them 
who really rules the wave 

The RN wakeboarding ‘team’ is 
currently 10-strong. 





Anyone looking to take up 
the sport, or provide sponsor- 
ship, should contact. Lt Ar- 


den on 01935 456696 or e-mail 
navywakeboarding@hotmail.com. 





@ The RNRL side celebrates victory in the Inter-Services with commentator Ray French, ‘the voice of 
Rugby League’ (he's the one in the suit) 


kicked a third penalty to level the 
scores, then slotted a drop goal to 
give the RN a one-point advan- 


The celebrations at the match’s 
end — skipper Martin Walker col- 
lected the IS trophy and Paul Clark 
was named man of the match — 
u_were topped by the annual awards 
s, con- presentation: 

Man of S 
ers’ Pl 


looping 

















1: Jamie Ge 
James Wagstaffe; Young 
Kevin Botwood; Most Valu- 







ide 





manager ‘Aussie’ Mal Badham. 





rH MMU 
for Iron Duke 


SAILORS from ‘Type 
HMS Iron Duke 
match the 
more than seven decades ei 
on the fairways of Dorset. 

Back in 1931, the previous Iron 
Duke = a 25,000 ton battleship 
and Jellicoe’s flagship at Jutland 

was stationed at Portland and 
ward room members joined nearby 
Came Down golf club, 

The result was the Iron Duke 
Silver Salver, donated to the club 
by the then ship's company ~ a 
contest played ever since which 
has grown to become one of Came 
Down's top tournaments 

Back in the early days, golfers 
played 36 holes against "bogey 
under handicap; today the com- 
petition is played as an 18-hole 
stableford. 

When Came Down's historian 
ter Fry heard that a family 

of the cur- 
Carden, 





3 frigate 
played out a 






































be invited sailors tor 
the first contest with golf club 
members. 

‘The result was a fairly compre- 
hensive victory by the eivilians by 
three matches to one. 

The sailors returned to the 
frigate with a framed picture of 
the golf course and left behind 
ship's badge which now hangs in 
the 19th 


Guardians at 
the Ashes 


SAILORS and Marines will soon 




















be asked to help put one over on 
the Aussies during next year’s 
Ashes series on the hallowed turf 
of L ord’s. 







fers but as stew- 
ping an eye on the crowds 
fof the Marylebone 
Cricket Club. 

The Forces have been provid 
ing stewards since 2001 when the 
MCC invited the military to par- 
take at prestigious international 
matches. 

The duties are split between the 
three Se an RN/RM 
contingent most recently steward 
ing during the England-West 
Indies test at Lord’s in July. 

The request for next year’s 
stewards will be issued shortly 
in a signal from the Second Sea 
Lord's department. Volunteers will 
have to use some of their annual 
Ieave and as a warning, interest is 
normally very great. 


Marines and 
sailors are 
poles apart 


A JOINT RN/RM ski expedition 
is planned to the ends of the earth 
for 200 

Adventurers will head for the 
magnetic North Pole between 
March 28 and May 4 2006, fol- 
lowed by a trip to the geographic 
South Pole from October 28-De- 
cember 30 that year. 

Places are available to all 
serving RN/RM personnel and 
members of the cadet forces, but 
must be booked by December 17 


Dei 
Quest, ¢ 

CTCRM, 
Devon, ED 


When Irish eyes 
are swimming 


LEADING Rugby Union side 
London Irish took adva 
of the sports facilitie 
Collingwood for two days of train- 
ing and team buildin, 
cers including Mike 

Mapletoft and Kie 
son spent an afternoon in the Fa 
ham establishment's pool in an It's 
a Knockout-esque competition. 

After overnight accommodation 
at Fort Blockhouse in Gosport, the 

ayers returned to the maritime 
warfare school to compete on an 
obstacle course. 
















































ise Polar 





mpstone, Exmouth, 


SAR. 
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Veterans 
offered 
new path 
to legal 
rights 


VITAL information for veter- 
ans, including rights to pen- 
sions, healthcare and housing 




















assistance, is contained in a 
new leafllet from the Legal 
Services Commission. 

It is the first time this inform 
tion has been contained in a si 
source: 

The leaflet, Veterans ~ Rights 
for former servicemen and women 
and their families, is part of the 
new Community Legal Service 


Direct scheme. 

Research shows that veterans 
and their familics make up 27 per 
cent of the UK population. 

They are spread throughout the 
country and delivering them infor 
mation on their entitlements was 
described as “a challenging task” 

LSC Chief Executive Clare 
Dodgson said: “lam sure veterans 
will find the leaflet to be very use- 
ful, and it will make the transition 
from military to civilian life easi- 
cr 

Ve 


added: 





erans Minister Ivor Caplin 
The project serves as an 


excellent example of collaboration 
between 


Government depart- 
\d veterans’ groups 
tive delivery of informa- 
tion to our veterans is a key 
nent of the Veterans 
ve. 
‘opies. are available from 
Community Legal Service Direct 
on 0845 345 4345 or by logging on 
to www.clsdirect,org.u 
Leaflets riety of other 
1 




























from Community Legal Service 
Direct. 


Presentation 
Team dates 


THE 
venues for November i 

Nov 3 — Newark on Trent; Nov 
4 — Nuneaton; Nov 9 — Mold; Nov 
10 — Oswestry; Nov 11 — 
Llandrindod Wells; Nov 16 
Wellinborough; Nov 17 — 
Peterborough; Nov 23 ~ Truro; 
Nov 24 ~ Okehampton; Nov 25 — 
Tiverton 

Tel Lt Cdr Richard Simmonds 
208 833 8028 for further 











on 


details. 
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NAVY NEWS, NOVEMBER 2004 


A UNIQUE and hard-working group of RN personnel 
and Royal Marines has scooped the award for the 
most capable squadron in the Fleet Air Arm. 

847 NAS CO Maj Paul Morris received the Australia Shield 
from Assistant Chief of Naval Staff Rear Admiral Adrian 
Johns at the squadron's home base, RN air station Yeovilton 
(see left). 

The squadron's main role is to support 3 Commando 
Brigade, oe of the UK's rapid response groups, both for 
reconnaissance and as a weapon platform against enemy 
armour. In the relevant year, 847 ranged from warfighting in 
the heat of Iraq to exercises in northern Norway in winter. 

Despite the challenging conditions, the squadron managed 
to fulfill all of its operational and training commitments. 

Said Maj Morris, himself a pilot: “It is a great honour and 
privilege — it is a competition which is closely contested by 
fellow Fleet Air Arm squadrons and all of us are justly proud 
of the achievement.” 


Iraq aid ship honoured 


Sir Galahad 
wins Sword 
of Peace 


SUPPORT ship RFA Sir Galahad collected the prestigious Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace for her humanitarian efforts during the conflict in Iraq last year. 


The logistics/landing ship topple Saddam's regime. 

was the first vessel to berth in. A stone's throw. from the 
the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr, Kuwaiti border, Umm Qasr is a 
just a week after British, 
American and Australian 
forces began the campaign to 


marines after fairly bitter fighting 

Sir Galahad originaly sailed to 
the Gulf with 250 Royals on board 

plus their kit — to support opera- 
tions on the Al Faw peninsula 

Once she had offloaded the 
green berets, she re-roled as an aid 
ship to show to the world that the 
port was re-opened. 

The 650 tonnes of humani 
aid aboard — chiefly food 
tled water ~ was a small drop in the 
ocean, but was a symbolic gesture. 


To reach Umm Qasr, the 
ship made a seven-and-a- 
half-hour passage of the 
Khawr abd Allah waterway, 
guided by RN minehunters, 
escorted by helicopter gun- 
ships, and edging past 
wrecks littering the channel. 


Rear Admiral David Snelson, 
the RN's task force commander 
during the Iraq conflict, presented 
the sword to pt Roger 
Robinson-Brown, Galahad’s CO. 
during the Umm Qasr operation at 
the ship’s Marchwood home in 
Southampton Water. 

The Sword is awarded each year 
to the unit which has contributed 
most towards establishing friendly, 
positive relations with a communi- 
ty at home or abroad. 


‘Fighting G’ 
welcomes 
her royal 
sponsor 


BIRGITTE, Duchess of 
Gloucester and her hus- 
band visited the Type 42 
destroyer HMS Gloucester 
at Portsmouth. She 
launched the ship, which 
this month heads south for 
six months, protecting the 
UK‘s interests in the south 
Atlantic and west Africa, in 
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@ HAT TRICK: Trafalgar Day on board HMS Victory saw one of the 
Second Sea Lord's flagship crew LOM Lorna Dow don authentic 
1805 uniform 





Picture: Pote Langdown 


Portland's top billing 


DEVONPORT-based HMS Portland was instead at 
Portsmouth to shepherd the competing yachts at the 
start of the 2004 Global Challenge race on October 


3. 

In less than clement weather the Type 23 frigate, acting 
as race marshal, guided the impressive flotilla out of the 
harbour to the open waters of the Solent and across the 
start line in the around-the world test of sailing 
endurance. 

Said CO Cdr Steve Allen: “It is a privilege to be asso- 
ciated with such a prestigious event, particularly with the 
Race Marshal embarked. 

“These crews will be pushing themselves and their 
boats to the extremes, sometimes in the most adverse 
conditions, but will require a level of teamwork to which 
we in the Royal strive continuously.” 

HMS Portland, commissioned in 2001, was in 
Portsmouth as a host ship for the annual Staff College 
Sea Days, giving ences) demonstrations — including 
anti-terrorism work —to audiences of high-profile Service 
and civilian personnel. 























® 
ROYAL NAVY ji RUGBY UNION 


THE MAIN NAVY 
SPORTING EVENT OF 2005 
WILL TAKE PLACE 
AT 
TWICKENHAM 
ON 7 MAY 2005 
KICK OFF 1500 


THE OTHER MAIN 
SPORTING EVENT OF 2005 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT 
TWICKENHAM 
ON SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR DETAILS 
‘= BONJOUR MATELOT wo 
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: Jasper Bear 


need of a loving home. 


He s a red jumper, 


crown, Jasper is made extra 


embroidered on the 


To say ‘Merry Christm: 
‘Ilove you’ to someon 
special, maybe the 
of a ship that 
lose to 


someone's | 


per is a sitting 
de 
filled body, feet and 
hands. You will 


vn bear with at 


also be very 
pleased to 
know that 
Jasper 
complies 

ith the 
EN71 European Toy 
Safety regulation 
So why not 
i very ‘Merry Christma 
to a spe 
year, by giving them their 
very own Jasper 


al someone this 


personalised 
age. De 


cial bear postal 


m 
tube 


Orders must be received by 


ith no more than 22 letters. 


£27.95 UK; £28.79 EU. 


£26.70 O/S 


H: Ancient Mariners Cap 





mbroidi 
the front of which is the Royal Navy 


ack of his 


A Skiing Santa 


Our authentic metal Christmas. 
decoration will make a wonderful 
centrepiece or fire place addition this 
Christmas. Santa balances perfectly 
and ski's backward and forward to 
show off his beautiful crackled fin, 





Measures 52cm’s high. 
£49.99 UK 


Jasper is our special ‘Christmas Bear’ in 


don 


having your own personalised message 


sto arela 


30th November 2004, message 


J: 


It is a well known fact that a high 
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B: Robe 


Our luxury unisex toweling robe is perfect 
for lazy weekend lounging. Shut out the 
world and relax over a long breakfast with 
the papers wrapped in 100% cotton. The 
robe has deep pockets and is embroidered 
with the Royal Navy Crown on the left 
breast. Available in Navy or White. 

Sizes to fit: small/medium: 115cm long. 
large/x-large: 125cm long. 


£36.99 UK 


C: Blazer button set 
with FREE cufflinks 
Special Christmas offer! 


Gold plated Royal Navy crown under o 
translucent blue Our elegant button 
t any blazer. And now for a 





nam 





will boc 





imited 
time only when you order a button set you 
ks free 






vill receive a set of matching cuffli 
worth £18.99. 


Buttons £25.99 UK (includes free 
cufflinks. Offer ends 31st December 2004) 
Cufflinks £18.99 UK 



























up to 18 characters, or spaces 











presentation box with an ms 


2 . | 
£21.99 UK <= 7 
SS 


gil 





instruction leaflet and the call 
history. 

Orders mi 
30th Nove 


st be received by 
nber 2004 

















E: Ladies White Ensign F: Long Sleeved Striped 
Rugby Shirt Rugby Shirt 
To complement our range of rugby 





stylish, flattering, feminine cut rugby 
shirt. Perfect for weekend relaxing! 
Made from 100% ring spun cotton and 
available in three beautiful colours, 
Sky, Navy and Lilac. Embroidered on 
the bottom left hand corner with t 
White Ensign. 


shirts we 





ve introduced this long 
ved shirt with Red, White and Navy 
stripes, it's easy wear style is ideal for 
relaxing at home or strolling around 
town. Uniquely embroidered with the 
Royal Navy logo makes our shirt a 
must for next year 





















Sizes to fit: 10:32" 12:34" 14:36" Sizes to fit: $:32/34" M:36/38" L:40) t= Grown Brooch 
16/18:38 XL:44/46" XXL48" Rauibite silver crown brooch | 
£27.99 UK £35.99 UK domed with marcasite ston 





£39.00 | 





K: Jack Calendar 


Jack has left the pages of Navy News for 2005 
and is getting his own calendar. Featuring 
12 of the famous cartoons created by 














Approx: 
3em wide 


Tugg Wilson, Jack's calendar will 
keep you chuckling from New 
Ye 





to Christmas. Ad in 
size and spiral bound 
for easy hanging. 
£5.00 UK 








M: Compact Mirror 


1am sure this cap will suit a few of you! 
Keeping your head warm this winter is 
essential, so do it in style with one of 
our classic baseball caps. Made 
100% cotton with a sweat resistant hem, 
with a soft suedette peak. Beautifully 
embroidered on the front in cotton 


£9.99 UK 











irom 








percentage of body heat is lost 
through the head. So on cold days, 
keep your temperature toasty under 
one of our Thinsulate™ lined beanie 
hats. Stylishly embroidered with the 
Royal Navy logo. Made from 100% 
acrylic. 


£7.99 UK 





Tactile and tiny enough to fit the 
smallest of bags, our pebble 
shaped, polished stainless stee! 
cased, compact mirror makes a 
perfect present. Stylishly 
engraved with the Royal Navy 
crown. 


£8.99 UK 
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8: Hip Flask 


Fancy 








m: who di 





A: Country Companion 
Be prepared for anything with 
this ideal glo 
Our country com) 
complete with 
binocul 
penkni 
included), plastic 
nd whi 















a multipurpose 





), mini torch (battery 





compa: 








Uniquely finished with the 
Royal Navy crown printed on 
the casi 


£25.99 UK 4 





E: Trafalgar Tankard 


Featuring an engraved image of Nelson's attack c 
the enemy fleet, portraying over 100 ships, their 
names and their positions. Made from Sheffield 
pewter and fitted with a glass bottom. 





Make this a unique present or a wonderful 

keepsake for ‘Trafalgar’ with personalised initials 
engraved on the side, | 
Up to 3 initials can be engraved. Orders for | 
engraving required by 30th November 2004. | 
£22.99 UK | 


Engraved £26.99 UK 
C: Anchor Bottle Opener 


Bottle cap remover and corkscrew in one! 
Smooth polished brass castings with a 
sturdy stainless stee! corkscrew that works 
‘on the most stubborn of corks. 








Approx 12.5cm’s in length it’s a perfect 
travel companion. 
















£8.99 UK 
Regatta jacket 
You don't itn 
F see 
£39.99 UK 
‘ 


he nv 
none, and Mi 
>ters on the other. 





al Navy 
tin 





J: PolarTec Fleece 
When the bitter wind begi 
this fabulous fleece will 
de from breathab 





to bite 
p you 
e PolarTec 





H: GMT24 


Royal Navy mug Navigator watch 














£8.99 UK 24 hour timepieces were -e with a detachable Royal | 
first ped for the y zip pull. It's drawstring bottom 
pioneer submarine and water repellent properties will —_| 
who, unable to see any ensure you look and feel good come 
light underwater, could shine or shower. Available in 





not tell if it was night or 


G: Baseball Cap day! More 


Midnight Blue. 
Sizes to fit: L:48" XL:50" 
FLO1 £37.99 UK 


ommonly used 









he time back home 
when travelling abroad. Our 
robust GM 


TO ORDER CALL 
+44 (0)23 9282 6040 


ummer sun beats down, shade your 
pall cap: from 100% bru 
our head cool; this high quality baseball cap is ; 
red with the Royal Navy log 





s with one 









d cotton 











ind is availab! 





=Nom 


NON UK/BFPO POSTAGE 
EU Postage £10.00 
Overseas Postage £15.00 £9.99 UK £45.00 UK 


kle adjustment ¢ 





ater res 
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B: Prestigious 
Gentleman’s Cufflinks 





A: Anchor Door Knocker 









£9.99 UK E: Pin Badge 

NEW LOGO 
Be the first to wear the NEW Royal Navy 
Logo with this pin a 





hand-laid enamel with a 





C: Fleece Scarves 


Our modern fleecy fabric scarf can caress 
your neck on the coldest of days. Available in 
three classic colours and embroidered with 
the 

Royal Navy Crown. 





ROYAL Navy 


Available in Navy, Caramel and Black 


£8.99 UK 
F Tie Slide 


| 

D: Zippo Lighter The tie slide features the gold Royal | 
| 

| 

| 


Be proud of your country with this original 
zippo lighter. (fuel not included). 
Not sold to under 18's. 


Navy Crown set against a blue 
background and finished with hard. 
wearing clear enamel. Prosented in a 

P__beautifut Navy Blue imitation leather 


Union Jack Zippo jewellery box, with the Royal Navy 


£24.99 UK Crown printed on the inside of the lid. | 
Royal Navy Zippo £7.99 UK 
£24.99 UK 


Why not get the matching | 
cufflinks for only £12.99 





G: Officers Telescope 
This classic 12x magnification telescope is 
typical of those used by 18th century 
officers, this piece has a slide-out 
suns glare. Made 
from solid brass tubing bound with 

od in a brass 
ather case , perfect for 
19 measuring only 7” when closed 
Make this telescope extra spe | by having up 
to three engraved underneath the glare 


£59.99 UK 
Engraved £65.00 UK 













Decanter 
approx size 
14cm high 








All of our crystal glasswear is presented 
in satin lined gift boxes and would make 
ideal gifts or presentation pieces. 


K: Mini Quad Decanter and Tots 





nall elegant decanter is beautifully engraved 
Royal Navy crown, and comes complete 
malll tots. 





with two 
£39.95 UK 








J: Captain's Knife 

Presented in a sturdy leather 
pouch, this substantial stain 
stec! pocket knife is the perfect 
gift. The knife folds back into a 


Peat noiaiamats | TO ORDENTCALEE || 


Madebscneree +44 (0)23 9282 6040 


notavaiable rounder iss) — | TE SQ SS) Em 


£24.99 UK NON UK/BFPO POSTAGE 
EU Postage £10.00 
Overseas Postage £15.00 
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A: Statue B: Westland Sea King 
Perfect passing out gift. Our model Seaman and Wren are 824 sqn 

wearing parade dress. Available in bronze or painted Navy News is proud to bring you 
finish they stand approx 8” high. this Limited Edition die cast model. 
Make yours unique to you by having the ships name Scaled at 1:72 witha rotor 

painted on the cap tally. Please state the name of the ship ‘laniebac ot 2e0rired 

you would like on the cap tally with no more than ten 

letters excluding HMS, and sex of statue you require £39.99 UK 


when ordering. 


Painted statue: 
£104.99 UK 


Bronze statue: 
£77.95 UK e 


| Painted ¢ 


Cc: RN Mugs 
Fancy a cuppa? 
Why not drink from one of 


our superb earthenware 
mugs. 





Featuring the new Royal 
Navy Merlin helicopter 


Merlin helicopter mug 
£7.99 UK 


D: Bosun's Call 








rd Nelson's time they were 
id on board to pipe orders to the 
Measuring 5” in length and comes 7 
mplote with matching neck chain J: Key Ring 
structions are included on how to ccs Rae a, 
0 your bosun's cal propeller, anchor or diving 
£9.99 UK helmet, Please state 





on order form. 


£2.50 each UK 





H: Cutaway Book 
18 illustrations by award winning 
aphics artist Mike Badrocke. Each 
illustration is accurately annotated 
to give you an idea of the complex 
nature of fighting machines past 
and present, 








J: Submarine 

Great fun in the bath! The depth and 
direction of the submarines dive can be 
controlled. 


Requires 1xAA battery. 
33cm long. 
£2.98 UK; £3.60 EU; £4.20 O/S 







E: Monty G: Rufus 


Monty has long arms and legs with soft golden Rufus has black tipped fluffy fur and is fully 

fur. He is filled with beans which makes him jointed. At 14° tall he comes wearing either a 
floppy and adorable. Cream or Navy Blue jumper with the Royal Navy 
Measuring 16° from head to toe, he wears a Ensign embroidered on the front. 

jumper in either Cream or Navy Blue with the £24.99 UK 

Royal Navy Ensign embroidered on the front. 

eS PLEASE NOTE! 

F: Bruno Please state the colour jumper you require when 
With soft golden fur he stands at 16" tall. He wears ordering. 


a jumper in either Cream or Navy Blue with the 
Royal Navy Ensign embroidered on the front. 


£24.99 UK 








{© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with the permission 
of the Controller HMSO 


UK: Order before the 13th December to guarantee arrival before Christmas. NON UKIBEPO POSTAGE 
EU & Overseas: Order before 30th November to guarantee arrival before Christmas. EU Postage £10.00 
Extra servi £5.00 Special Delivery Postage (Guarantees Next Day delivery in the UK). Overseas Postage £15.00 


















To order online simply log on to To order by telephone simply Write to -The Business Manager, } To order a full catalogue simply 
www.navynews.co.uk phone 023 9282 6040 Navy News, HMS Nelson, i phone 023 9282 6040 

and order from our secure and our promotions department Queen Street, Portsmouth | and our promotions department 

online catalogue will take your order PO1 3HH - will send you the latest edition 
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